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Early on in my experience of this 
pandemic, I heard someone say, 
“embrace the grace.” I found that 
phrase eloquent and have been 
challenged to reflect on it over these 

past weeks. In this time of social 
distancing, the ability to embrace and 

even touch has been suspended. All of us, 
from the newborn to those at the end of life, need human 
touch to experience our connection to those who loved 
us into being and walk with us as we return home to 
God. Embracing expresses both a desire to give and an 
openness to receive. How many times during these past 
weeks have we longed to give someone a hug? Or even 
a gentle touch that would show our caring and support? 
The thought of loved ones hospitalized and alone causes 
suffering to each of us who has endured it. Moments of 
isolation are reminders of all we take for granted in our 
daily interactions with others. Notes of support, gifts of 
generous benefactors, calls to check in and expressions 
of gratitude are daily reminders of how we want to, and 
need to, maintain important bonds even now. What gifts 
they are!

What is the grace I am offered these days? Grace, 
always freely given though undeserved, is also about 
connection—connection to the Source of all Being 
to whom we pray and in whom we are all one. While 
many today say “we are all in this together,” haven’t 
we known that all along? As we grapple with our own 
fears and vulnerability, our pain unites us with our sisters 
and brothers living in poverty, losing jobs, at higher risk 
because of age or compromised health, locked out at 
our borders. Perhaps one of the graces of these days 
is a greater clarity and deeper insight into the reality of 
“Oneness” which our busyness and distractions can 
cause us to ignore. When our options are limited, what is 
it that we choose? Has this time given us a sense of what 
is really essential in our lives?

As I write, we are approaching Pentecost. I feel a kindred 
spirit with the disciples huddled in the Upper Room, 
anxious about their own futures, uncertain of what lies 
ahead. The Spirit of love, our Trinitarian God who exists 
in community, came and filled their hearts giving them all 
they needed to face the future. That same Spirit is with 
us—if only we will all “embrace the grace!”

Maureen G. Erdlen SSJ
Congregational President
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Pictured: Charlene Kostuk SSJ meets with Joy.

Photo: Cristina Diaz

On a rainy Tuesday morning on 
Mulberry Street in Newark, New 
Jersey, the bell rings at St. John’s 
Health Services. Sister Charlene 
Kostuk SSJ, PA-C, MSHS, opens 
the door to greet one of the day’s 
many patients. Inside, there are 
a few people already waiting for 
her help. A Physician’s Assistant-
Certified, Sister Charlene left 
behind her fulltime ministry as a 
surgical PA at nearby St. Michael’s 
Hospital for the opportunity to care 
for Newark’s poor, marginalized 
and vulnerable people in need of 
medical care.

Homelessness in New Jersey 
is highest in Essex County—87 
percent of homeless people live 
in Newark. Many of Newark’s 
homeless are cared for by Sister 
Charlene, who began her ministry 
at St. John’s in September 2018. 
Because Sister Charlene can 
perform physical exams and write 
prescriptions, St. John’s was 
able to expand its clinic hours. 
Her ministry there allows for 
more flexibility with its treatment 
programs and provides the ability 
to follow up with patients. “I see 
approximately 450 people in a 
year,” says Sister Charlene. “Of 
those, we got approximately 170 
people back on their medications. 
We have about 30 patients that 
come back regularly.” The visits 
are required for the management of 
chronic conditions such as seizures 
and high blood pressure. “We also 
help out with other things like their 
city ID. If they have a city ID, then 
they can get into a shelter at night.”

Thanks to a grant from the SSJ 
Mission Fund, Sister Charlene 
is able to work at St. John’s and 
improve the facility to better serve 
patients. 

So far, the funds have been used 
to outfit a new exam room with two 
exam tables, curtaining, cabinets 
and a standing desk. Sister 
Charlene has purchased 75 pairs of 
reading glasses and plenty of hand 
sanitizer. St. John’s also receives a 
grant from the Edison Foundation 
that pays for medications. “I am 
grateful for the Mission Fund grant, 
which allows me to come here. 
This is my first priority. I still go to 
St. Michael’s for six shifts a month 
and when they are short-staffed, 
and I still work in surgery. I don’t go 
to the OR that much but still take 
care of patients.” She maintains 
connections at St. Michael’s that 
benefit her patients at St. John’s. 

In addition to St. Michael’s, 
Sister Charlene has established 
a relationship with a nearby 
pharmacy where she faxes 
prescriptions for her patients, 
some of whom can pick them up 
themselves and follow instructions. 
For others, prescriptions are picked 
up for them, and she dispenses 
them with instructions. She is 
working to develop relationships 

with labs, a critical link if she is to 
help patients with diabetes.

Her patients are all walk-ins. 
“Sometimes I will go outside to 
St. John’s Soup Kitchen’s food 
line to look for someone,” said 
Sister Charlene. Recently she went 
searching for a man who had been 
there on a Tuesday for seizure 
meds. She found him two weeks 
later when University Hospital 
phoned her. “He is an alcoholic, 
and he went on a binge and had a 
traumatic fall. The hospital called 
me because I was the one whose 
phone number he had on him. 
He was on a ventilator, and they 
needed to trach and PEG him 
because he wasn’t waking up. That 
was pretty upsetting. Because I try 
to get contact numbers for people, 
I was able to track down his father 
who took over making decisions 
for his son. It was kind of sad that I 
was the only name he had.”

Martin is one of Sister Charlene’s 
regulars. “I have seizures,” says 
Martin. “Sister helps me with my 
medicine.” She gives him his 

Newark’s Poor and Homeless Hoping For Medical 
Care, Find It and More at St. John’s Health Services
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medication and instructs him to 
recognize which pill is for pain and 
which is for seizures. “I think he has 
been seizure-free for three months,” 
says Sister Charlene. Hearing this, 
Martin nods. Martin will return next 
week. He leaves to get in the food 
line for the soup kitchen. “I am 
in dialogue with the doctor at St. 
Michael’s who takes care of him 
there. Together we can orchestrate 
his best care. I’m uncertain of 
his ability to navigate. He had 
previously taken all of his seizure 
meds for shoulder pain. Sometimes 
it’s really very challenging to help 
him do his best.”

Her next patient, Lesbia, is new. 
Her English is poor, and Sister 
Charlene uses an app on her phone 
to help translate English to Spanish. 
We learn that Lesbia is allergic to 
penicillin and needs a note saying 
she got a flu shot.

The doorbell rings and it’s Joy. She 
smiles widely at Sister Charlene 
who asks, “Have you finished 
all of your medicine?” Joy nods 
and asks for more mouthwash. “I 
forgot to lock it up, and they took 
it while I slept,” explains Joy. Sister 
Charlene shares: “Joy had a bad 
cold but is feeling stronger.” She 
hands Joy, Advil and Tums saying, 
“This is for your pain, and that’s 
for your stomach.” Joy also gets 
alcohol spray and a new bottle 
of mouthwash. Joy says, “Sister 
fixes me up every time and is a 
good friend to me.” The feeling is 
mutual. Sister Charlene says, “Joy 
is a very special friend. She is one 
of the few people who has my 
phone number. Joy attends Mass 
at St. Patrick’s, which is our sister 
parish here, so we usually meet up 
on Sundays. When they first met, 
Joy, an immigrant from Nigeria, was 
living in a park. “We got her an ID, 
and then we got her into the shelter 
where she lives now. The next thing 
we need to do is get her passport 
renewed.” As Joy leaves for a meal 
at the soup kitchen, Sister Charlene 
tells her, “I will see you Sunday. I 
will wave to you.”

Peter is her next patient. She 
dispenses his medicine and gives 
him instructions. She is interrupted 
when the doorbell rings. It’s Joy, 
who has returned to say thank you 
and give Sister Charlene a hug. 
Peter recently gave Sister Charlene 
his resume. “He is from Nigeria and 
has lived here for three years. He 
has been coming to the clinic for 
six months. I have connected him 
with Nigerian sisters. We are trying 
to find Peter a job.” Peter wants to 
go to the library but can’t because 
he doesn’t have bus fare. Sister 
Charlene gives him a bus ticket and 
tells him to return next week. “Peter 
seems capable, but he keeps 
confusing his meds. Hopefully, 
after a good six months, he will be 
able to do it himself,” says Sister 
Charlene.

For persons who are homeless, 
the lack of identification is one of 
the biggest deterrents to receiving 
services. “I make them go and 
get the paperwork. Margaret, who 
works in the parish office, is a 
notary so that works. Many people 
have this as an address because it 
helps them acquire an ID, and then 
that ID gets them into a shelter. 
Some of them don’t want to be in 
a shelter. Some would rather be on 
the street and others would rather 
try to navigate Penn Station at 
night. But, you know, they get beat 
up.” 

When it comes to working with 
those who are homeless, one of 
the biggest challenges for Sister 
Charlene is being limited mentally, 
physically and emotionally. “I think 
I’ve never felt so limited in what 
I’m doing. With surgery, it’s like 
cars: you bring them in, fix them, 
and make them better. You give 
somebody a new heart. Even if 
you have to cut off a person’s leg, 
they’re in better shape than they 
were with a dead leg. Here you 
can only do so much. I had no 
idea that homelessness is such a 
multifaceted problem. Whatever 
preconceived notions that you have 
about homelessness get tossed 
right out of the window when you’re 
here. I think that for anybody, 
homelessness is one bad event and 
two paychecks away from being 
on the street. The psycho-social 
part of it is incredibly challenging, 
and for them, there is a lack of 
resources. With some people, you 
think if only they could make that 
one step, and they can’t.”

Sister Charlene has always worked 
in the inner cities of New York 
and New Jersey. Professionally, 
surgery had been the love of her 
life. “I began to fall a bit out of 
love with surgery,” says Sister 
Charlene. “I felt God was calling 
me to do something else.” After a 
conversation with her friend, Father 
Bismarck Chau, pastor of Saint 
Patrick’s Pro-Cathedral and of 
Saint John’s, she knew the Health 

Pictured: 
Charlene 
Kostuk SSJ 
meets with 
Martin.

Photo: 
Cristina Diaz
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Clinic was the answer. “Everything 
in my life has led me to where 
I am today. This is where I am 
meant to be. I feel most like myself 
here, with these people. Being 
here consistently, I really can give 
them something they did not have 
before.

Working at St. John’s is more like I 
experienced when I helped a doctor 
in his office. People don’t make 
appointments. He takes walk-
ins, although many patients are 
regulars. I would help him out for 
two hours or four hours. He’d see 
40 people in three hours, and he’d 
say, ‘Gee, this was fun.’ I thought 
he was crazy. His joy he gets from 
doing this work, I can relate to that 
now a little bit better.” 

Patients who come to St. John’s 
Health Services most likely 
wouldn’t go to a hospital for care. 
“They would either be afraid or 
it would be too much trouble, or 
they’d get insulted—they have 
their pride, or because they think 
nobody wants to listen to them or 
because they smell. One time we 
had a guy, I don’t know how many 
pairs of pants and jackets he had 
on, and he was incontinent, and 
had soiled himself. We took off all 
of his clothes and washed him and 
put clean clothes on him. Caring for 
him had nothing to do with listening 
to his heart and lungs. Another 
man came in without shoes, and 
he had maggots. This other guy, I 

think, had an exacerbation of his 
HIV. There are certain things you 
remember the smell of, and he had 
diarrhea all over the steps. I felt 
badly and asked myself, ‘Why can’t 
I just put him in my car and take 
him to the hospital? What is it that 
stops me from being that bold?’ ” 

A hallmark of Sisters of Saint 
Joseph is to love the dear neighbor 
without distinction. “This is 
especially important when you see 
how invisible one can become,” 
says Sister Charlene. “I remember 
once when I was working at Bayley 
Seton Hospital in Staten Island 
over the Fourth of July weekend, I 
got called into the ER to examine 
this man who was drunk and had 
fallen down the steps of the ferry 
boat. I began to listen to his chest 
and there were bugs. I thought to 
myself, ‘You know, St. Francis was 
able to do this, and you can do it.’ 
The next day I went to see him, 
and he’s all cleaned up, and he’s 
reading the Wall Street Journal. I 
asked him, ‘What’s your story?’ So, 
here he was, a lawyer, who was 
married, became an alcoholic, lost 
his family, lost his practice—lost 
everything.”

Now, Sister Charlene sees people 
and wonders, “What is their story? 
How did they end up here? You see 
people more and more as who they 
are—not defined by how they look 
or smell, or what they are wearing 
or not wearing.”

Pictured left: A 
patient comes in for 
wound care.

Pictured right: 
Charlene Kostuk SSJ 
speaks with a patient 
in the soup kitchen 
food line.

Photos courtesy 
Charlene Kostuk SSJ

Learn more about 
St. John’s Health 
Services  at https://
www.njsk.org/health-
clinic.

The SSJ Mission Fund was 
established in 2016 to provide 
funding to our members (and 
associates beginning spring 2020) 
for projects reflective of our mission 
to serve those who are materially 
poor. Since 2006, over 100 grants 
have been received by our sisters 
ministering to those who are 
materially poor.

These grants have extended from 
Pennsylvania to New Jersey, 
Delaware, Washington DC, Texas, 
South Dakota, the Southern Border, 
Peru and South Sudan. They have 
been used for education, medical 
needs, social services, spiritual 
programs, books, computers, 
educational class trips, ESL 
materials, iPads for senior citizens, 
resources for grief counseling, 
enrichment activities, school 
supplies, teacher training, and 
support for premature babies. The 
list goes on and the creativity of the 
grantees has been amazing!
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By Rita Woehlcke SSJ

In our own time of distress, we 
can draw deeply on the same 
spirituality that lived in the first 
Sisters of Saint Joseph and their 
associates. In the crucible of 17th 
Century France with its economic 
inequality, famine, war-widowed 
women and orphaned children,  
the first Sisters lived, devoted 
to God and the dear neighbor.  
They found direction, motivation, 
and consolation in Jean Pierre 
Médaille’s Maxims of Perfection.

Maxims were part of the spiritual 
fabric of the times. A maxim 
is a short, pithy sentence 
that expresses as clearly and 
concisely as possible a general 
truth or observation. Sister Mary 
Helen Kashuba SSJ writes, “In 
the Maxims, Médaille invites 
women and men to a life of 
holiness through simple means. 
He proposes a lifestyle that 
gives witness to kindness and 
simplicity. He emphasizes trust in 
God and attentiveness to grace 
at all times. While expecting his 
readers to aspire to great sanctity, 
he recognizes that they must 
proceed one day, and one moment 
at a time and not worry about the 
future. He does not recommend 
unusual enterprises but 
encourages everyday occupations 

done extraordinarily well. It is the 
attitude that counts. He believes 
in right relationships with others, 
in moderation and humility. He 
calls all Christians to love of God 
and neighbor through union with 
them.”

Their timeless wisdom can anchor 
us as we face all the challenges 
of the COVID-19 pandemic: fear, 
loss, isolation. Amid sudden 
disorientation, where all that is 
familiar seems lost to us, we find 
again God’s focus and a path 
to life-giving choices. We are 
invited to live in trust and hope 
in a God who is only love, a God 
ever working to bring light out of 
darkness, new life out of seeming 
death. 

In Maxim 31, Médaille directs us: 
“In times of trouble, trust firmly 
that you are an instrument of 
God’s dream.” With characteristic 
balance, he points us to both 
contemplation and action. We 
need to remember the God who 
brings all things to good, and we 
need to do those actions that 
support, cooperate, and champion 
that good. 

As an antidote to useless anxiety, 
he offers us Maxim 20: “Be serious 
about God’s will in the present 
moment. Leave the future to 
God.” His spirituality is simple but 
not easy. The maxim focuses us 
on the place where we have the 
power to be a face of love. We can 
act on the wise directives of the 
medical community. Our masking, 
our keeping a safe distance, our 
acceptance of limitations are all 

present moment acts of respect 
and reverence for the dear 
neighbor. 

He issues a challenge to embrace 
great-hearted love and trust in 
Maxim 63: “Love can be at work 
in unfortunate events. Trust Love.”  
When we find ourselves in a 
personal crisis or a world-shaking 
one, the path to peace and growth 
is trust.  He does not counsel 
foolish optimism but rock-solid 
hope. The God who was faithful to 
Jesus, bringing life out of death, 
will be faithful to us. 

When we practice these maxims, 
we do not ignore our feelings. We   
bring them to God.  We say, “Here 
is my anxiety, my anger, my fear, 
my grief.” We entrust them and 
ourselves to a God who receives 
us with love and understanding.  
Our prayer then becomes simply, 
“I want to trust you, I want to live 
in and to do my part in the present 
moment.”

It is this kind of practical spirituality 
that sustained the Sisters of 
Saint Joseph through the French 
Revolution, through the anti-
Catholic persecution of immigrants 
in the 18th Century, the Civil War, 
and yes, the pandemic of 1918-
19. Anchored in this time-tested 
wisdom, may we be as robust in 
faith and resilient in hope.  

When Facing Life’s Challenges, 
Médaille’s Maxims Anchor Us



6

Maxim 31

Young people 
In times of trouble, just open yourself to be an 
instrument of Love’s Design.

Simple Maxims
In times of trouble, trust firmly that you are an 
instrument of God’s dream.

Original
In your greatest troubles and dangers hope 
with a firm confidence, not that God will 
comfort or deliver you, but that God will effect 
in you and through you God’s holy and loving 
will, and live perfectly at peace with this hope.

Maxim 20 

Young people
Be serious to the task of being awake to your 
soul. Seriously!

Simple Maxims 
Be serious about God’s will in the present 
moment. Leave the future to God.

Original 
Concentrate on carrying out what God 
wants you to do in the present moment and 
do it as perfectly as possible. Do not worry 
about future demands that will be placed on 
you: otherwise, your anxiety will work to the 
detriment of the duty at hand.

Maxim 63

Young people 
Don’t consider unfortunate events as 
obstacles. Be creative. Ask yourself —what is 
the opportunity here?

Simple Maxims
Love can be at work in unfortunate events. 
Trust Love.

Original 
Do not consider unfortunate events as 
obstacles but as aids, and cherish them, 
whatever they may be, as effects of the 
gentle and loving Providence of God.

Sister Susan Wilcox, CSJ, had her class of young people rewrite them for their contemporaries.  

The simple maxims represent the recent work of our sisters. 

The originals stand on their own, but can be best understood by some study of the spirituality of Médaille’s time. 

Our Maxims Are Time Tested...

Reflections by 
Rita Woehlcke SSJ  
may be found on the 
SSJ Blogspot. 

Visit www.http://ssjphila.
blogspot.com
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By Colleen Gibson SSJ

On the third Wednesday of any 
given month, a line of people 
winding down Hayes Avenue in 
Camden has become a familiar 
sight. Here, at the Sisters of Saint 
Joseph Neighborhood Center, 
neighbors begin lining up hours 
before the food pantry begins 
its monthly distribution in the 
afternoon. 

As with so many things, this 
familiar sight has been transformed 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Rather than snaking its way to the 
red doors of the Center, the line 
now makes its way to an outdoor 
staging area. Neighbors in line 
keep their distance, chatting with 
one another from six feet apart 
and waiting patiently in masks and 
gloves for their turn to get bags of 
groceries.

“We’re doing our best to make 
sure our neighbors are safe and 
that everyone who needs food 
gets it,” says Sister Mary Berryman 
SSJ, who coordinates the food 
pantry. 

Demand for the pantry’s services 
has only grown as the pandemic 
continues. “In comparison to this 
time last year, we’re serving more 
than three times the number of 
families each month,” Sister Mary 
points out. “Just from March to 
May we’ve seen 150 new families 
come to us for food.” 

With food from the Food Bank of 
South Jersey, state and federal 
government, and from benefactors 
of the Center, the pantry is able to 
give each family three to four bags 
of groceries, including dry/canned 

goods, eggs, cheese, frozen meat, 
casseroles, fresh produce, and 
bread. Additionally, volunteers 
have provided handmade masks 
that are given to those receiving 
food. 

“We couldn’t do what we do 
without the generous support of 
our benefactors,” Sister Bonnie 
McMenamin SSJ, director 
of the Neighborhood Center, 
underscores. “The outpouring of 
support for our efforts and our 
neighbors has been awe-inspiring 
and truly humbling.”

For a center focused on fostering 
“a sense of community, uniting 
neighbor to neighbor and 
neighborhood to neighborhood,” 
the work of feeding and caring 
for community required creativity 

SSJ Neighborhood Center in Camden, NJ
Sees Demand for Its Food Pantry Swell
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and flexibility. “We knew we couldn’t gather 
our neighbors in the way we usually do,” 
Sister Bonnie said, “but just because we 
couldn’t be together didn’t mean the needs 
of our community were any less or that we 
couldn’t continue to live out our mission.” 

When all programming at the Neighborhood 
Center was upended in mid-March, sisters 
and volunteers set to work to continue the 
mission in this time of need. Groceries and 
masks were hand-delivered to students 
from the Center’s English classes; plots in 
the Center’s community garden were filled 
and made available to farm; and funds were 
made available to help those in financial 
need to pay utility bills and make rent 
payments.  

“We’ve seen a drastic impact on our 
students and other neighbors,” Sister 
Colleen Gibson SSJ, coordinator of 
services, reports. “The students and 
neighbors we work with regularly are 
facing the many stresses of this 

Photos: Cristina Diaz

“In comparison to this 
time last year, we’re 
serving more than three 
times the number of 
families each month.”

Mary Berryman SSJ
Food Pantry Coordinator

Page 7
The line for those needing food stretches down 
the street and around the block.

Page 8
Pictured top, from left: Bonnie McMenamin SSJ 
and Clarisa Vázquez SSJ with donated produce.

Pictured bottom, from left: Clarisa Vázquez SSJ 
and Bonnie McMenamin SSJ check neighbors 
into the pantry.

To see more photos, go to https://www.flickr.
com/photos/145635377@N03/albums. 8



pandemic—working jobs in factories 
and other essential fields, managing 
childcare with schools closed, facing 
unemployment, and negotiating 
mounting bills and back payments.” 

Growing demand has also expanded the 
Center’s partnerships in serving neighbors 
in need. Working closely with Sister Clarisa 
Vázquez SSJ at the Catholic Partnership 
Schools in Camden, the Neighborhood 
Center has helped to supplement their 
distribution of school lunches to students 
with groceries, goodies, and fresh produce 
to feed the whole family. In turn, the 
Partnership Schools have sent volunteers 
to help the Center’s food pantry distribution 
and helped to spread the word about pop-up 
distributions the Neighborhood Center has 
when goods, like salvaged fresh produce 
from the Del Monte import terminal, become 
available. Partnerships like this help to 
connect neighbors to neighbors, expanding 
the sense of community in the Cramer Hill 
neighborhood of Camden and serving those 
most in need.

“We serve however we are able and give 
thanks for the ability to do so!” Sister Bonnie 
sings out and in response comes a chorus 
all up and down Hayes Avenue: “¡Gracias! 
¡Dios los bendiga, hermanas! Cảm ơn bạn! 
Chúa phù hộ các chị! Thank you! God bless 
you, Sisters!

Pictured top, second from left: Clarisa Vázquez SSJ 
helps neighbors with their groceries.

Pictured second: A student from the Center’s English 
for speakers of other languages class volunteers 
alongside her teacher Bonnie McMenamin SSJ at 
food pantry distribution.

Pictured third: From left Colleen Gibson SSJ and Mary 
Berryman SSJ work on the community garden.

Pictured bottom: Sisters from the SSJ Neighborhood 
Center and SSJ Welcome Center with salvaged fresh 
produce from the Del Monte import terminal. From 
left, Colleen Gibson SSJ, Bonnie McMenamin SSJ, 
Marian Behrle SSJ, Pat Madden SSJ, Fran Ratay SSJ 
and Kathy McShane SSJ
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We are in the midst of a historical 
moment in the earth’s history. A 
turning point for all of us; perhaps 
even a defining moment in many 
of our lives! How often do we get 
to have that kind of experience? If 
we are able to sit still long enough, 
perhaps a moment like this would 
come, but before “this time,” were 
we really able or even willing to do 
that?   

As I sit and reflect on all of it, I 
find myself asking the questions, 
“What do I want to remember 
most about this time? How do I 
want to be remembered by others 
(family)?  What kind of person do 
I want to be in all of this? What 
am I seeing, hearing, feeling, 
experiencing?” As I let it all in, I ask 
myself, “How open am I to letting 
this experience change me?” I can’t 
see this change but I do know it is 
happening!

God in his wisdom has given us 
this gift, the gift of “this time,” to sit, 
to be still, to contemplate and just 
“BE”; whether it is alone or in the 
presence of others around us and 
what we share. None of us knows 
where we are going or where this 
time will take us. So what do we 
want to make of it? What kind of 
legacy do we want to leave behind 
about what we thought during this 
time, or how we handled it, or what 
we discovered and helped others 
discover along the way?

Sometimes what we see can 
be profound and sometimes 
very subtle, like music that stirs 
something inside of us or the 
whisper of the Holy Spirit within 
us. It can’t be seen, only felt, but it 
makes us wonder! This is a time for 
us to be in touch with such things.

I love a mystery. I have always 
wanted to be the Aunt who has 
a “secret ingredient” in one of 
her recipes to pass on to the 

family. The thing about a “secret 
ingredient” is that it has a special 
effect! Creates a sense of wonder, 
makes a person think “Hmmm …
what was that?” No one can see it, 
but it creates a special experience 
within the taster and it is something 
that they will mull over trying to 
identify. In every mystery there is a 
“secret something” that needs to 
unfold. 

When I think about it I ask, “Isn’t 
that what this time really is… a 
mystery?” I hear people wondering, 
“Why has this happened?” “Where 
do we go from here?” “How will the 
world look after this?” “What will 
our lives be like?”
 
As I stand back and look at the 
unfolding of it all, I see something 
amazing and wonderful about it. 
For quite some time now, we have 
been asking God to help make us 
all one and to protect our earth. 
Look around you! God is doing 
what we asked! Right now! The 
world has been placed on hold and 
the earth’s atmosphere is starting to 
clear up. There are no more school 
shootings. There are fewer “things” 
we have to do. All we have to do 
right now is care for one another. 
The world is beginning to see that 
we are all one; in order to survive 
this, we need one another; we 
all have a hand in making things 
better. We all have a part to play, 
just by simply staying home and 
respecting each other’s space and 
when we must go out, by practicing 
safe distancing. We have been 
given time to put our houses and 
our lives in order.

Are we being inconvenienced in 
the course of God attending to our 
prayers? Sure! We all had a hand in 
creating the mess, so now we have 
to sacrifice (all of us together) while 
God helps us do what we weren’t 
willing to do ourselves. These are 
the things that stir inside of me as I 

sit with this experience. These are 
the things I share with family and 
friends. We are struggling right now 
(some so much more than others) 
but look what it has evoked in all of 
us. Compassion and caring, unity 
and reconciliation, the realization 
that we truly are all one is apparent 
throughout the world. We need 
each other more than ever. Even 
the politicians have united to help 
the people. Everyone seems to 
realize that we are in this together 
and together is the only way we 
will get through it. Our SSJ charism 
has become the world’s mantra. 
Who would ever have imagined?  
Who would ever have guessed that 
God’s answer to our prayers would 
look like this? All it took was a 
pandemic to wake all of us up and 
bring it about! It is hard but God is 
helping us. God is doing what we 
asked. Things will get better.
 
God only knows where these days 
will lead us and how things (we) will 
change moving forward, but it is all 
part of a much greater plan.  We 
know God uses all things for good. 
I, for one, am looking forward in 
hope and quiet anticipation to see 
what God will bring about through 
it all and in us all. Each of us has 
been given this time to sit, be still 
and take stock of what it means, 
both personally and collectively, 
as we move forward. If we are to 
have a better world, make a better 
world, all we need do in this time is 
surrender to the secrets within us 
and let the mystery unfold.

Reflections on the Pandemic
By Donna Aceto  
SSJ Associate in Mission  
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Thinking Outside the Box: Saint Joseph Villa 
Jubilee Celebration During the COVID-19 Pandemic                                 

Although it was a very different 
celebration than we could have 
imagined, Saturday, April 25, 2020  
was a day of joy and inspiration. 
Reverend Terry Odien, the General 
Council and several Villa staff 
members gathered in the Chapel 
as the Jubilee Liturgy was live 
streamed throughout the Villa. 
We prayed in thanksgiving for 18 
Sisters of Saint Joseph celebrating 
85, 80, 75 and 60 years of vowed 
commitment and faithful love as 
Sisters of Saint Joseph.

Congregational President, Sister 
Maureen G. Erdlen SSJ, warmly 
welcomed everyone. “Sisters, 
believe it or not: THIS IS THE DAY 
THE LORD HAS MADE! And we 
are rejoicing!

We rejoice in the mystery, the 
grace, and the challenge of the 
call our loving God has placed in 
each of our hearts—and especially 
in the hearts of our 18 Jubilarians 
who celebrate a total 1,245 years 
of vowed commitment. 

This is certainly not the celebration 
we had planned. I do believe, 
though, that many of us can look 

back over our lives and recall times 
which we could not have imagined, 
never planned for, and maybe 
even thought we could not survive. 
And in those times, we were most 
dependent on our faithful God—to 
guide us, to sustain and nourish 
us, to hold us up—even if it did not 
always feel that God was near.

Our Constitutions say, ‘In our 
day we recognize with particular 
clarity the miseries of people 
throughout the world on both the 
local and global level.’ That has 
new meaning for us today as we 
recognize our own vulnerability 
and are united with all those 
suffering. As we gather, we hold 
in our hearts all the sick, grieving 
families, our own families, the 
unemployed, the lonely, those who 
continue to serve while risking their 
own health and all of our dedicated 
staff here at the Villa.

To our Jubilarians we say: we will 
soon celebrate you in the way 
which you deserve! We are deeply 
grateful for your 1,245 years of 
life as Sisters of Saint Joseph, the 
lives you have touched and the 
passion and energy with which 

you have lived our Mission. Let 
us rejoice in God’s love and your 
faithful response!”
 
Reverend Terry Odien thanked 
the Jubilarians for their incredible 
generosity. “As Christians we are 
people of the story. And as we 
gather today, we thank God for 
you, our Jubilarians, and the story 
of your lives. All those years ago, 
you joined your life, your story, to 
the story of Jesus. You responded 
to a call all those years ago. It only 
took a few seconds, or perhaps a 
few minutes, to utter your religious 
vows but it has been a lifetime of 
living out those vows. 

Thank you, dear Sister 
Jubilarians—Happy Jubilee. We 
all long for the day when we are 
not physically distant from one 
another and we can all give you a 
great big hug. Now feel our virtual 
hug for each and every one of you 
that you so deserve. We love you 
and we give you thanks for your 
overwhelming response to God’s 
invitation to ‘arise my Beloved 
and come.’ You are truly God’s 
beloved.”

By Carole Pollock SSJ
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Page 11
The General Council waves to Villa sisters viewing Mass on closed circuit 
television. From left: Karen Dietrich SSJ, Eileen Marnien SSJ, Terry Shaw 
SSJ, Owen Patricia Bonner SSJ and Maureen G. Erdlen SSJ, Congregational 
President

Page 12. Pictured top left: Eileen Marnien SSJ
Pictured top right, from left: Mary William Herron SSJ and Eileen Jude Wust 
SSJ

Pictured center left are the Villa Jubilee Mass participants. Front row, from 
left: Maureen G. Erdlen SSJ, Rev. Terry Odien, and Irene Dunn SSJ, Saint 
Joseph Villa President. Second row, from left: Owen Patricia Bonner SSJ, 
Joyce Ballerino SSJ and Pauline Plefka SSJ. Back row, from left: Karen 
Dietrich SSJ, Eileen Marnien SSJ, Mary William Herron SSJ, Eileen Jude Wust 
SSJ, Terry Shaw SSJ, Maggie Butler SSJ and Mary Skopal SSJ

Pictured center right: Irene Dunn SSJ

Pictured bottom left: Rev. Terry Odien
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Kathleen Bernadette Moss SSJ
( Joseph of Nazareth)

Agnes Leona Arnold SSJ

Saint Urban O’Donnell SSJ

Elizabeth Anne Kerridge SSJ
(Norbertine)

Catharine Reimer SSJ
(Henry Francis)

Marie Cecile Iwetz SSJ Ignatia Maria Smith SSJ

85
Years!

Anne Jose Campbell SSJ

75 YEARS

We celebrate our Jubilarians 
and their many years of living 
and loving as a Sister of Saint 
Joseph. Thank you for all the 
ways you have embraced our 
mission and served our dear 
neighbors without distinction.

We are grateful for your 
example and honored to 
share this journey with you.

Congratulations on your 
Jubilee!

80
Years!
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Mary Patricia Watson SSJ
(Miriam Patricia)

Mary Dolores Sneeringer SSJ
(Saint Ida)

Anne B. Towey SSJ
(Clare Isabelle)

Patricia Cashman SSJ
(Frances Patricia)

Mary Corbett SSJ
( Joan Denise)

Clare Di Gregorio SSJ
(Grace Bernard)

Mary Teresa Duffy SSJ
(Michael Maureen)

70 YEARS

Catherine Dolorine Fitzpatrick SSJ Marie Albert Hetzel SSJ
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Ann C. Hilla SSJ
(Michael William)

Marie Fatima Kretschman SSJ

Jean L. Holtz SSJ
(Charles Immaculate)

Leonissa O’Brien SSJ

Ellen McCarthy SSJ
(Thomas Maureen)

Joan Gertrude Jaskel SSJ

Peg O’Connor SSJ
(Bernard Eileen)

Patricia McClure SSJ
(Robert Patrice)

Grace D. Pino SSJ
(Maria Goretti)
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Joan Clare Royal SSJ

Jeanne Giunco SSJ
(Miriam Emmanuel)

Joseph Andre Intrieri SSJ Eleanor McNichol SSJ
(Eleanor Thomas)

Therese Michele Destefano SSJ

Mary William Herron SSJ

Nora Fox SSJ
(Saint Clement)

60 YEARS

Alma Rose Schlosser SSJ
(Francis William)
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Meeting the Needs of Our Dear 
We asked our sisters and associates to share what they are doing during the COVID-19 
Pandemic. We share some of their responses over the next several pages.

Sister Jean Faustman SSJ • Yauri, Peru

COVID-19 has traveled the globe and no age, race, religion or 
economic status has been excluded. Fourteen thousand feet 
above sea level in the South Andes Mountains of Peru in the 
Cusco region is the City of Yauri. Residents of Yauri are battling 
the virus. Extreme poverty combined with poor or often no 
sanitation systems has made the challenge of germ prevention 
all the greater. Social distancing is not a problem in the remote 
parts of Yauri; however, lack of sanitation and food are. On a 
regular basis, food insecurity is a way of life. The people are 
sustained by rice and beans; poor nutrition makes them more 
susceptible.

From 2006 to 2009, Sister Jean Faustman SSJ called Yauri, 
in the Cusco region of Peru, home. Since then Jean has 
returned to Yauri each summer for several weeks to minister 
and be with the people she loves. This year because of the 
pandemic, Sister Jean cannot go to Yauri, but she is committed 
to providing the materials and food donations they desperately 
need.

Sister Jean’s twin, John, and Father Arthur Purcaro, OSA at 
Villanova devised a system for getting money to Yauri via 
MoneyGram. John has a charity for Peru within an Augustinian 
fund, Caritas Populorum, and all of Sister Jean’s donations are 
going to the same fund. Donations go a long way in providing 
coats, shoes, sneakers, socks, underwear, sweaters, and of 
course, food.

Sister Jean is relying on trusted acquaintances to purchase 
food and clothing items and to distribute them to the needy of 
Yauri. 

Sister Jean, John and Father Art are grateful to the many 
who have donated to provide the people of Yauri with basic 
necessities.

Persons interested in contributing to relief for Yauri should carefully follow these 
directions:

1.

2.

3.

Make checks payable to “The Augustinians.”

The cover letter should direct that the funds are to go to “Augustinian 
Defenders of the Rights of the Poor (ADROP)” and further to Caritas 
Populorum.  It would be useful to further stipulate that the donation is to be 
directed to support the work in Yauri of Sr Jean Faustman, SSJ.

Checks are to be mailed to:
The Province of St Thomas of Villanova
Office of Advancement
214 Ashwood Road
Villanova, PA. 19085-0340
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Neighbors During a Pandemic

Seeds of Service, a community outreach center in 
Brick, New Jersey, is working continuously to address 
the issue of food insecurity throughout Ocean County, 
NJ. Like many food programs, the demand has 
increased sharply during the pandemic.

Sister Christine Iacobacci SSJ, a volunteer 
there, suggested that the Relief Center serve hot 
homemade soup. So far she has made 253 quarts 
of soup (Chicken Noodle, Vegetable, Beef Barley, 
Cheeseburger, Potato Leek, Turkey Rice, Beef 
Noodle, Potato, Ham and Corn Chowder, Split Pea 
and Ham, Taco, Cheesy Meatball, Pulled Pork and 
Vegetable Barley). 

Sister Christine makes the soup in her convent 
kitchen and places it on the front step for Seeds 
of Service to pick up. She gets ingredients from 
donations to the Relief Center and from a $200 
donation from the sisters in her community. With 
summer around the corner, she plans to switch to 
casseroles. She has been told how thrilled people are 
to enjoy her homemade soup.

“As our community continues to experience the 
economic hardships brought on by the spread of 
COVID-19, SOS is continuing to serve food-insecure 
populations throughout Ocean County. SOS’ pantry 
had previously served 500 families per month; 
following the rise in COVID-19 cases, we now serve 
an average of 1,022 food-insecure households 
each month,” said Michael Lynch, Seeds of Service 
Business Administrator. “Sister Christine’s ongoing 
support is a critical component in accomplishing this 
goal. The soup that she provides for our families, and 
the dedication with which she produces it, continue to 
warm their spirits in these difficult times.”

Sister Christine Joseph Iacobacci SSJ 
Seeds of Service • Brick, NJ

Pictured top: Christine 
Joseph Iacobacci SSJ

Pictured center: Sister 
Christine placed soup 
outside for pick up.

Pictured bottom: 
Sister Christine’s soup 
is served to a Seeds of 
Service patron.
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Saint Mary’s Residence in Philadelphia is a former convent, 
now under the auspices of Catholic Social Services Division 
of Housing and Homelessness. “We house 38 low-income 
elderly women,” says Sister Lisa Breslin SSJ, assistant director. 
“Because of COVID-19, the residents are now confined to their 
rooms. We prepare and deliver three meals a day, clean and 
disinfect the building, including communal bathrooms and 
showers. I do whatever needs to be done . . . ready for any 
good work!” 

Sister Joan Suberati SSJ shared: “I sewed masks for the sisters 
I live with at Epiphany Convent in Plymouth Meeting. With the 
materials I had left over, I made 16 additional masks for the 
residents of SSJ’s sponsored ministry, Bethlehem Village.

I am the receptionist/secretary at another SSJ sponsored ministry, 
Mount Saint Joseph Academy in Flourtown. One way I have been 
living the SSJ mission and charism is by making phone calls of 
support to the families of our students. Prior to Easter, Sister Mary 
Dacey SSJ asked me to do this and I have been very happy to do 
so. In some cases, I had to leave a voicemail message; in other 
cases, I had very pleasant conversations with the moms whom 
I called. The message of these phone calls is simple: “We are 
thinking of you and praying for you and we hope you are staying 
safe and well. We recognize that these times can be challenging 
to families and missing out on end-of school-year activities (Junior 
and Senior prom, Junior ring Mass, Senior awards ceremony, etc.) 
can be very disappointing. Stay safe and well. God bless you.”

Sister Joan Suberati SSJ

Sister Sandy DeMasi SSJ shared: “This 
is my new reality as a liturgist. I am 
planning the Liturgical year via media. 
Besides preparing the worship event, 
I am now TV producing the worship 
event for cable TV and enforcing social 
distancing. 

Then there are funerals. Wake services 
are held with one to four family 
members and a 10 minute window to 
pray. It certainly is a challenge.”

 Sister Sandy DeMasi SSJ • Saint Rose of Lima Parish • Short Hills, NJ

Pictured first: Joan Suberati SSJ at her sewing machine

Pictured second: Four of the Epiphany Community sisters wearing 
their masks.  Standing, from left, Maureen MacElderry SSJ and 
Bernadette Dougherty SSJ
Seated, from left, Pat Mensing SSJ and Joan Suberati SSJ.  

Photos by Francis Christi SSJ 

 Saint Mary’s Residence • Sister Lisa Breslin SSJ
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The Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia founded Anna’s Place, a Franciscan 
Hospitality Center, 10 years ago. Today Sisters Cathy McGowan SSJ and Maggie 
Gannon, OSF, along with staff and volunteers, reach out to the Chester Community 
and offer hot lunch, bingo, crochet, art, flower arranging and computer classes. Most 
recently they added ESL (English as a second language) classes in response to the 
needs of many who live in Chester.  

Anna’s Place serves as a welcoming, hospitable gathering place where guests are 
met with respect and genuine care. The number of guests who attend classes and 
activities reflects their desire to gather in an environment where they feel the love and 
care of staff and volunteers.  Since the coronavirus changed life as we all knew it, we 
have seen miracles every day in the generous goodness of others who learned of the 
need and responded—no hesitation, just a loving reaction.

On March 16th, Anna’s Place “officially” closed and would no longer offer the services 
our guests had come to expect. However, Anna’s Place opened on March 17th with 
a different identity which reflected the needs of the community. Anna’s Place now 
offers bags of food, toiletries, and whatever else is available to those who arrive 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays. We do not require residency certification or have age 
restrictions. All those who come to the door are provided a bag of food. Many of our 
guests are from El Salvador or Guatemala and because they do not have citizenship, 
they would be unable to receive help from other service sites in Chester.

We are grateful to our sisters on the 4th floor at Saint Joseph Villa who fixed gift 
bags early on for our guests. Sister Nancy Roche SSJ helped us get food from St. 
Katherine Parish in Wayne and the Sisters at Assumption Hall gave us a donation to 
buy canned hams for Easter.

Anna’s Place operates now on Divine Providence and for the past month, there has 
never been a time when we did not have food for our guests. We have left at the end 
of the day and there was no food; however, before our guests arrive the next day, food 
or donations come in. We are able to provide food for between 60-75 people a week. 
There is no doubt these days have been filled with worry and anxiety, but we would 
be remiss not to acknowledge the joy and comfort that has been our daily blessing at 
Anna’s Place. 

Anna’s Place Franciscan Hospitality Center
Operating on Divine Providence
By Cathy McGowan SSJ and Maggie Gannon, OSF
Co-directors  

Sister Anne Winkelmann SSJ shared: “During this pandemic, I am 
working and praying. I work for Sodat, a drug and alcohol treatment 
center with five offices in five counties in New Jersey. Presently, the 
counselors are using telehealth to touch base with their patients.  I 
meet with the administrators and sign all paper work.

My home is in Franklin Square Village. The older people take good 
care of me by leaving food for me by my door so I don’t have to 
cook. Now that’s a gift. If they ask, I stop on my way home to get 
milk, bread and other items for them.  

At night I try to be present to them by phone. I also call my friends 
at Saint Joseph Villa and that puts a nice closure on my day.  I am 
blessed and ready for any good work.”

Cathy McGowan SSJ

Nancy Roche SSJ

Ready for Any Good Work  • Sister Anne Winkelmann SSJ 
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Besides calling, texting and writing notes to friends and family, I am 
fostering Moose for The Seeing Eye. He is staying with my husband 
and me until he can travel safely to Florida!

“I am calling three sisters at Saint Joseph Villa, along with writing 
notes to send to sisters I knew from Chestnut Hill College. The sisters 
are surprised by my calls, but very appreciative. As far as notes, one 
sister sent me a lovely note back. I can assure you, I enjoy these small 
gestures as much as the sisters enjoy receiving them.

I give monetary donations to numerous causes. These are all small 
tasks compared to the enormity of the abnormal going on in all our 
lives. I also pray for all my family, friends, and those suffering in any 
way as a result of this Global Pandemic.”

Theresa Cute, Associate in Mission

Deb Duffy, SSJ Associate in Mission

“I’ve been working at the LA Food 
Bank two or three times a week, 
as well as donating platelets every 
other week!”

Sister Julie Fertsch SSJ 
Los Angeles, CA

St. John’s Soup Kitchen 
Newark, NJ

Here are the volunteers at St. John’s 
Soup Kitchen in Newark, NJ, getting the 
hot meals ready for about 300 homeless 
men and women each day. Sister Jane 
McKenna SSJ  (front right) works here. 
Sister Georgette Gavioli SSJ (front left) is 
volunteering each day until her ministry 
opens again. What a blessing it is for us 
to help in this way.
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Chalk Talk

By Pat Madden SSJ

On a bright sunny Saturday in March, the Welcome 
Center Staff and friends asked passersby to stop and 
write positive messages on the pavement during this 
time of fear and pain. Some people said, “yes” right 
away. Others said, “no” but returned later to scribble 
some chalk talk on the sidewalk. Some words were 
in English and others in Spanish. As people passed 
by our house, we could see them stop and read 
the words that were written in colored chalk. These 
messages were written to inspire and lift up our 
neighbors’ spirits. It helped us at the Welcome Center, 
too! Write on!

At the SSJ Welcome Center in Kensington, Sister Kathy 
McShane SSJ says, “We are checking in on our dear 
immigrant friends from the Welcome Center. Because of 
the generosity of many, we have been able to help our 
families by sharing food cards and checking in with those 
most in need to see if they could use help with rent or 
utility bills. So many people are struggling. St. Francis 
Inn assists many individuals and families. We have been 
able to help them each week by making sandwiches and 
casseroles with the help of Amarily and Juan.”

Pictured top, from left: Amarily, Pat Madden SSJ and 
Fran Ratay SSJ

Pictured second, from left: Kathy McShane SSJ, Fran Ratay SSJ 
and Marian Behrle SSJ

SSJ Welcome Center • Philadelphia
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In an effort to serve our 
“dear neighbors” during 
this pandemic, the 
sisters at Holy Saviour 
in Westmont, NJ, are 
making sandwiches for 
Cathedral Kitchen in 
Camden. Pictured above, 
from left are Sisters Ann 
Barry, Carol Beevers, 
Lil Needham and Claire 
McNichol. Sister Eileen 
Rush SSJ is involved 
with her on-line Camden 
Catholic classes and 
helping her sister while 
Sister Carol is engaged 
with her on-line spiritual 
direction appointments.

Holy Saviour Convent 
Westmont, NJ

Claire McNichol SSJ

Lil Needham SSJ

Eileen Rush SSJ

Pictured top, from left: Linda Klaiss SSJ, 
Maureen Walsh SSJ, Ann Marie Gass SSJ

Pictured second: Linda Klaiss SSJ
Photo: Russell Parrish

Pictured third: far left Ann Marie Gass SSJ, third 
from left, Linda Klaiss SSJ with volunteers.
Photo: Russell Parrish

Pierre Toussaint Food Pantry
Newark, NJ

St. Bridget’s Convent
Philadelphia

Sister Margaret Jude Sullivan 
SSJ shared: “We wanted to do 
something for Nurses Week. 
After delivering these cookies to
Saint Joseph Villa, Sisters Irene 
Dunn, Helen Miller and Vicki Fanino 
bagged them individually and gave them 
to the nurses leaving and arriving at 3 PM 
with a note that read: ‘Saint Joseph Villa 
Nurses, you are the shining stars that lift 
hearts when the chips are down.’ ” 



The “Zoom boom” at the Villa has caused 
quite a stir. Initially met with blank stares 
and indifference, this recent hot spot in 
the technology world has lately met with 
enthusiasm on the home front.

Soo…just what is this ZOOM they talk 
about? The definition could take hours, 
but for all intents and purposes, Zoom is 
a video-based technology that enables 
persons to meet online with or without 
video. Specifically for us, this means that 
residents can potentially remain in their 
rooms and with the click of a mouse log 
in to a meeting where they see and hear 
other ”Zoomers” with similar interests. 
This was exciting—particularly at this 
time of COVID-19 when sisters have been 
confined to their rooms for several long 
weeks.

The Zoom project at the Villa stemmed 
from a South Jersey Circle initiative 
earmarked to determine if sisters at the 
Villa would be interested in this capability. 
Tech savvy Sister Sharon White SSJ, 
who moderates the group, was joined by 
six other Circle Sisters who volunteered 
individual coaching during the initial setup.

Training that started with two unwitting 
neophytes, Sister Catherine McConnell 
SSJ, and Associate Julie Gabell, soon 
morphed into an enthusiastic online 
cluster of 18 persons. And the numbers 
keep mounting. Agendas were discussed, 
introductions were made, problems were 
solved and we were on our way! 

At a time when social distancing and 
voluntary stay-in-place are the norm, 
Zoom has lots to offer anyone who 
seeks to maintain contacts and look 
to the more creative possibilities of the 
Internet. Opportunities for sharing prayer, 
discussing ideas, and learning new 
concepts are only as limited as we allow 
them to be. The virtual world awaits us!

By Julie Gabell 
SSJ Associate in Mission

Zoom Boom
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Villa Zoom — What We Learned...

To recognize such terms and directives as personal meeting ID, 
breakout room, chat room, drop down box, “raise your hand,” 
“click on the hyperlink,” “mute the audio.”

That Zoom participants were primarily from Philadelphia, Jersey, 
and surrounding areas.

That several sisters have Irish backgrounds and come from very 
large families; one, from a family of 10.

That two sisters who “met” on Zoom had family roots in Donegal 
and think they might be related.
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“During the Pandemic, Pastoral 
Care has been offering assistance 

in many areas as the needs arise. Prayer experiences 
are offered and the heart of Pastoral Care continues to 
be the listening that is available to staff and residents 
in this challenging time,” says Sister Mary Skopal SSJ, 
Pastoral Care Director.
  
Some of the needs have been:

• Delivering food trays

• Collecting and distributing the mail

• Providing ZOOM or FaceTime calls with residents to 
help residents connect with friends, family, or other 
residents.

• Each Pastoral Care Representative is working on 
his/her floor to provide one-to-one visits and a 
listening presence to give residents a chance to talk 
about the effects of the isolation and self-distancing 
and to provide encouragement and support.

• A form is being provided for residents to submit 
prayer requests to be posted on Channel 2 so the 
community can pray with and for them.

• We have created some (outstanding) prayer 
services for special occasions which are provided 
on TV for all residents. During Holy Week, on 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, a Tenebrae 
service was offered. We received very positive 
feedback. 

• Mass is livestreamed every morning at 10:30 AM. 

• Prayer in the Chapel is provided by someone from 
the department at 9 AM.

• Since no resident is allowed out of her/his room, 
there are many requests that are met to provide 
supplies, books—whatever someone requests! We 
support staff who are in need of a listening ear or 
TLC. 

• Some sisters who are finding the confinement 
especially hard are read to each day and/or taken 
for a walk to the porch on their floor. Pastoral Care 
is helping staff to create projects in a constant 
effort to keep residents involved in activities as far 
as possible.

• During this time, some staff are coping with 
everything here and their personal problems so 
Pastoral Care is sometimes approached to assist.  

Happenings at
Saint Joseph Villa

Mount Saint Joseph Academy Convent
Flourtown, PA

Sister Maureen Patrick 
Kelly SSJ calls and 
sends “thinking of you” 
cards daily to Saint 
Joseph Villa and friends 
from Severna Park.

Sister Catherine Larkin 
SSJ, pictured with her 
grateful community, is 
making masks. She has 
completed 40 masks so 
far!

Sisters Jean Faustman  
SSJ and Pat Krochmal 
SSJ with baby hats 
(Jean) and baby blankets 
(Pat) for Lily’s Hope and 
Butterfly Blessings and 
mats for the SPCA.

Sister Gerry Sadowy  
SSJ with her artistic 
rendering of the 
convent’s two cats and 
mats for cats and small 
dogs for the SPCA.

By Mary Skopal SSJ
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Norwood-Fontbonne Academy Celebrates 
50 Years of Its Prestigious Montessori Program
By Carole Pollock SSJ

Maria Montessori (1870-1952), 
an Italian physician and founder 
of Montessori Education, spent 
her life in the promotion of peace 
and her revolutionary approach for 
educating children—The Montessori 
Method. She believed that through 
education you could create 
confident, independent, free-thinking 
and creative children, who would 
grow into confident, free-thinking 
independent adults. 

Montessori is a method of education 
that is based on self-directed 
activity, hands-on learning and 
collaborative play. In Montessori 
classrooms, children make creative 
choices in their learning, while the 
classroom and the highly trained 
teacher offer age-appropriate 
activities to guide the process. 
Children work in groups and 

individually to discover and explore 
knowledge of the world and to 
develop their maximum potential. 
Dr. Montessori discovered that 
experiential learning in this type 
of classroom led to a deeper 
understanding of language, 
mathematics, science, music, and 
social interactions that help them 
develop as self-directed learners.

In 1969, Msgr. Francis Schulte, 
Norwood ‘40, Superintendent of 
schools for the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia, encouraged Norwood-
Fontbonne Academy (NFA) principal, 
Sister James Anthony SSJ, to 
explore the possibility of initiating a 
Montessori program at NFA. With 
the help of Sister Mary Harold SSJ 
and Sister Roseann Quinn SSJ, 
Sister James Anthony opened the 
first Montessori preschool classroom 

in what is now the White House. In 
1969, Sister Mary Harold opened 
the first Montessori pre-school for 
boys; in 1971, Sister Roseann Quinn 
started a pre-school for girls at the 
Fontbonne building. In 1972 and 
1973, several sisters studied the 
Montessori method in Bergamo, 
Italy. When they returned, they 
opened the Junior Level Montessori 
(JLA) classrooms on the second 
floor of Fontbonne.

For the past 50 years, the 
Montessori Program at NFA has 
grown and developed into the 
21st century. It is one of only 
six programs in the state of 
Pennsylvania accredited by the 
American Montessori Society 
(AMS). The students who have 
been educated in the Montessori 
Method have experienced the joy 
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Roseann Tribuiani  SSJ with her Junior Level Montessori class
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and success of learning, and have grown 
to treasure themselves, others and the 
Earth through leadership, scholarship and 
compassion. 

Thirty-six years ago, Sister Roseann 
Tribuiani SSJ was asked to consider 
becoming a Montessori teacher. As she 
read about the Montessori Method, she 
recognized that this was already her 
approach to teaching children in her 
first grade classroom. She reflected on 
her experience: “For me, right from the 
beginning, it was just the right way to 
teach children, to be with children. It was a 
wonderful way of disseminating information 
and giving them freedom to develop their 
strongest character and potential. The more 
I read about Maria Montessori, the more 
I liked her. She was a strong, passionate, 
determined kind of person, and I felt I could 
identify with her and commit myself to this 
approach to education.”

Sister Roseann, the Junior Level Teacher 
at NFA, is still excited about the amazing 
wonder of the Montessori classroom. The 
classroom is characterized by freedom 
of movement, open workspace and 
uninterrupted blocks of time for individual 
and group projects. Every day starts with 
a morning meeting. The students share 
anything they need to discuss or talk 
about and review the day’s schedule. Each 
morning, Sister meets with each grade to 
introduce content and then the students go 
off on their own to practice and master that 
content. Or, they also can choose works 
that interest them—something they might 
want to explore themselves. Some students 
need to be more challenged because they 
already know so much of the content the 
class is working on and Sister supplies them 
with supplemental materials that are more 
challenging. The approach to learning is very 
flexible. A younger student may come and 
listen to what Sister Roseann is presenting 
to an older group because they find it 
interesting.

Louis, a third grader describes his 
experience in the classroom. “The 
Montessori classroom on an average is 
extremely flexible. It might seem when you 
first enter like a big free for all—especially 
if you come from traditional learning. All of 
a sudden you get all of this freedom. But, 
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after a few months, you start to 
learn about the boundaries and 
appreciate the ground rules:

• Use inside voices
• One person speaks at a time
• Be inclusive, kind and 

accepting of differences 

In my three years of being here at 
NFA, I have seen everybody honor 
that. I have never seen anybody 
exclude others or been mean 
because of differences.”

Sister Roseann believes that when 
children complete the Montessori 
Program, they will continue their 
education and enjoy it. “They are 
not afraid to speak up, to speak 
out, to say what they are thinking,” 
she shares. “Most will be able to 
manage their time and many of 
them will be organized with the 
amount of change and work they 
have to do in fourth through eighth 
grades. But mostly, they will be 
self-sufficient, have become more 
independent and well-spoken. 
They get a lot of opportunities 
and are encouraged to stand up 
in front of their peers and share 
their work and/or their thoughts. 
They have learned how to express 
themselves and articulate those 
thoughts. It is what is so amazing, 

freeing and wonderful about this 
process/philosophy. I think it makes 
them self-sufficient. I think one 
of the best things about it is the 
multi-age classroom. The younger 
children learn so much from the 
older children without being taught. 
And yet, the older children, when 
they are helping the younger 
children, don’t even realize that it 
is reinforcing what they know—it is 
making them responsible to help 
someone else. They are learning 
those executive functions of 
being responsible, knowing when 
someone is upset.”

For Sister Roseann these days have 
been challenging. Because school 
is closed due to the pandemic, she 
is doing her best to replicate the 
Montessori Method from a corner 
of a room using her laptop. It is 
quite an adjustment for her and her 
students, but she is coping well and 
continuing to do what she so loves.

From the traditions and values of 
their families and the Sisters of 
Saint Joseph, NFA students have 
learned well what it means to be a 
good neighbor, a “dear neighbor.” 

As NFA approaches a centenary as 
a center of educational excellence 
and innovation, it is justly proud 

of its Montessori program and 
its outstanding contributions to 
fostering self-motivated growth 
in its students. Although the April 
22nd celebration of NFA’s 50th 
Anniversary of the Montessori 
Program was postponed to the Fall, 
a planned week of virtual events on 
the school’s Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram social media pages took 
place the week of May 18th.

Congratulations to the leadership, 
faculty and staff of Norwood-
Fontbonne Academy as they 
celebrate 50 years of outstanding 
Montessori Education.

“To consider the school as 
a place where instruction is 
given is one point of view.

But to consider the 
school as a preparation 

for life is another.
In the latter case the 
school must satisfy 
all the needs of life.”

—Maria Montessori

Page 28
Pictured top: Roseann Tribuiani 
SSJ teaching from her virtual 
classroom during the COVID 19 
pandemic.

Pictured center:  Roseann 
Tribuiani SSJ guides a lesson 
with Junior Level Montessori 
students.

Pictured bottom: Students in 
the Primary program, 3, 4  and 
5 year-olds, enjoy working on a 
project together.

Photos Carole Pollock SSJ

Page 29
In honor of the 50th anniversary 
of the release of the Fab Four’s 
“Abbey Road,” NFA presents the 
Super Six’s “Fontbonne Road,” 
as part of the 50th anniversary 
of Montessori education at NFA. 

29

Photo: Trish Bradley Lockett



Page 28
Pictured top: Roseann Tribuiani 
SSJ teaching from her virtual 
classroom during the COVID 19 
pandemic.

Pictured center:  Roseann 
Tribuiani SSJ guides a lesson 
with Junior Level Montessori 
students.

Pictured bottom: Students in 
the Primary program, 3, 4  and 
5 year-olds, enjoy working on a 
project together.

Photos Carole Pollock SSJ

Page 29
In honor of the 50th anniversary 
of the release of the Fab Four’s 
“Abbey Road,” NFA presents the 
Super Six’s “Fontbonne Road,” 
as part of the 50th anniversary 
of Montessori education at NFA. 

As a sociologist, I study social structures—and how these structures both 
influence and constrain choices. To look at institutional structures and how 
they impact people is to understand the complexities that shape the human 
condition. While social structures are inevitable, they are not fixed and can 
mobilize people into action. Human beings are not robots, and we have 
agency to make choices that can influence and change social structures that 
need changing. 

At the start of the Second Vatican Council in 1962, Pope John XXIII famously 
called on the faithful to “open the windows of the church to let in some fresh 
air,” signaling to the world that the Catholic Church needed revitalization. This 
message was certainly meant to inspire the theologians and church leaders 
who would debate the path forward, but its broader implications stretched 
well beyond Rome. Among its many institutional changes, the Pope’s call for 
reformation motivated the church to reexamine its relationship with the world, 
with particular emphasis on living in solidarity with all God’s people. For many 
Catholics around the globe, these reforms directly impacted their everyday 
lived religious experience, with one of the most profound changes being the 
shift away from the Latin mass to one celebrated in the local language and 
dialect. Further, Vatican II’s attention to ecumenism indicated that the Catholic 
Church no longer claimed to be the one, true Church and instead recognized 
other faiths and the gifts they offer our world.

While the years after Vatican II found the Catholic faithful reacting to 
the landmark shifts, the Council also spurred dramatic changes for 
religious communities. Specifically, Vatican II challenged men’s and 
women’s religious institutes to rediscover their roots and renew their 
congregations in this spirit. For the Sisters of Saint Joseph, some 
outward signs of institutional change—like altering the religious 
habit—were obvious, while others like a recommitment to the poor 
and oppressed through education and advocacy were subtler, yet 
equally powerful in defining organizational identity and vision. On a 
global scale, in 1988 the Congregation announced its first corporate 
stand against apartheid in South Africa, capping off a multi-year 
process of planning and prayerful self-reflection begun by a 
grassroots movement of several sisters and directed by the 
Congregation’s Commission for Justice. Sisters called on the 
Congregation to sever ties with organizations that had financial 
investments in South Africa and symbolically destroyed their Mobil 
and Shell gasoline cards in public demonstrations. Though 
undoubtedly not alone, as many congregations of women religious 
had mobilized to take similar actions, following this—their first 
corporate stand—after Vatican II, the Sisters of Saint Joseph 
actively embraced the social justice component of their mission 
through social and political action at both the individual and 
congregational level.

Vatican II:  A Call to Action and Great Hope for 
the Future for the Sisters of Saint Joseph of 
Philadelphia
by Ryan Murphy, PhD, SSJ Associate in Mission

Vatican II challenged men’s and 
women’s religious institutes to 
rediscover their roots and renew 
their congregations in this spirit . . .

. . . for the Sisters of Saint 
Joseph this meant an expressed 
commitment to solidarity with and 
advocacy for marginalized persons. 
For this community, its mission of 
being “one with” required more than 
prayer—it demanded action. 
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Locally, the Congregation’s 
commitment to renewal emerged 
as a body of capable and 
compassionate educators, 
with sisters educating tens of 
thousands of Philadelphians 
over the past 150 years. 
Recognizing changing parish 
demographics—both racially and 
socioeconomically—in the second 
half of the twentieth century, 
the sisters found themselves 
teaching larger populations 
of non-Catholics in inner-city 
schools. When financial troubles 
pointed toward the closures of 
some schools in the most at-
risk communities, sisters rallied 
parishioners in letter-writing 
campaigns to the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia demanding that they 
reconsider. 

As the talents of sisters in the 
community expanded through 
education and experience, 
behind the scenes, the Sisters 
of Saint Joseph grappled with 
how to stand in opposition 
to racism and other forms of 
discrimination—which all run 
counter to the community’s 
mission. For example, in 1968’s 
Directory, the Congregation 
writes that the General Chapter 
affirmed, “[R]ealizing racial 
tensions in the world, the sisters 
foster in themselves and in their 
students a deep understanding 
of the brotherhood of all men 
[sic] in Christ.” Likewise, 1979’s 
Corporate Ecclesial Commitment 
to People document charted 
a vision for the future of the 
congregation as it renewed its 
dedication to those whom they 
served, with special attention 
to reparations for social sins. In 
1992, the Racism Subcommittee 
of the Commission for Justice 
guided the Congregation in 
understanding its complicity in 
structures that perpetuate racism 
and ways to seek forgiveness and 
conversation. For the 1999 General 
Chapter, the Sisters of Saint 
Joseph prepared a document 
for all sisters called “A Critical 
Juncture: Assessing the Viability 

of Religious Institutes.” The self-
reflective document is broad 
in scope, covering everything 
from mission and leadership to 
human and financial resources. 
In a section acknowledging 
challenges for the Congregation, 
the Sisters of Saint Joseph note, 
“As women who desire to stand 
with marginalized persons, we are 
challenged by our own racism, 
classism, ageism, homophobia, 
and other barriers to serving the 
dear neighbor without distinction” 
[emphasis in original]. Along with 
sisters’ lived experiences, these 
writings demonstrate that the 
Congregation was acknowledging 
what it calls “social sins” and was 
actively engaging in processes 
to eliminate these barriers to 
living the fullness of its mission. 
Though the community was 
committed to working with black 
and other minority populations, 
they recognized that as women of 
considerable privilege, they were 
not immune to institutional and 
individual biases.

For sure, the importance of the 
Second Vatican Council to the 
church we know today cannot be 
overstated, but it also represents 
a continual movement of the 
Spirit that responds to the needs 
of the faithful and the times. It is 
easy to slip into a mindset where 
one views the Catholic Church as 
an immutable institution, but the 
reality is that the church is quite 
fluid and has been modernized 
by contemporary politics and a 
changing society throughout its 
history. Yet in the Pope Francis era, 
much of the narrative surrounding 
progress in the church—indeed 
much of our world—is reduced 
to crude dichotomies like “pre-
Vatican II” and “post-Vatican II,” 
or even less helpfully, “liberal” 
or “conservative.” At best, these 
binaries reflect a lack of depth 
of understanding and nuance, 
or worse, allow people to 
construct an artificial “other” to be 
discredited or attacked. 

Like all women religious, the 
Sisters of Saint Joseph are 
acutely aware of their structural 
position as women in the Catholic 
Church—one where their unfailing 
service and ministry is crucial—but 
one that also comes without the 
power or representation among 
church leadership to shape 
church teaching. Despite these 
limitations, the Congregation 
emerged in the years after Vatican 
II as an emboldened community 
of women who rediscovered 
their roots and focused on their 
original purpose and mission. 
This progress reflected a slow but 
deliberate movement of the Spirit 
within the Congregation—the 
Sisters of Saint Joseph are not 
a community known to be first 
or quick with decision making or 
outward changes. Yet when they 
do—like publicly proclaiming 
corporate stands or facing their 
own culpability in oppressive 
institutional structures—the sisters 
reflect their internal prayerful 
discernment processes, focused 
on unity without uniformity and 
diversity without division. In the 
years after Vatican II, for the 
Sisters of Saint Joseph this meant 
an expressed commitment to 
solidarity with and advocacy for 
marginalized persons. For this 
community, its mission of being 
“one with” required more than 
prayer—it demanded action.  

To read more about the Sisters of 
Saint Joseph of Philadelphia and 
their commitment to social justice 
after Vatican II, please see Ryan 
P. Murphy’s article: “The Hidden, 
Unconventional Missionary Spirit 
of the Sisters of Saint Joseph 
of Philadelphia,” published in 
the journal American Catholic 
Studies: Volume 128, Number 4, 
Winter 2017 https://muse.jhu.edu/
article/684453.  
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Pictured, front row, from left: Katrina 
Landes, Alyeah Chandler, Kathryn Sadecki, 
Zhanne Dimanche-Silve, Imani Collier and 
Tamira Giddings. Back row, from left: Cole 
Nicolis and Selim Fambro

Photo courtesy Dorothy Bredehoft SSJ

Nine sisters living at Saint Joseph 
Villa, many of them retired 
educators, found themselves in the 
role of teacher once again, this time 
for 10 Chestnut Hill College (CHC) 
Human Service majors. Students 
enrolled in the Human Service 
Advocacy class chose Saint 
Joseph Villa, the Congregation’s 
home for retired and ill Sisters of 
Saint Joseph, for their class project.

Sister Dorothy Bredehoft SSJ, 
Ed.D., Adjunct Professor, 
coordinated the project. “In class, 
the students developed a 10-step 
community advocacy project on 
how to advocate for the needs of 
particular clients,” explained Sister 
Dorothy. For this project, students 
created a mission statement 
and goal and values statements. 
“Initially, the project mission 
statement included becoming 
a companion and new friend to 
the elderly sister. The student’s 
goal was to brighten the future 
for a lonely sister, establish a new 
friendship, or create a possibility to 
work in a senior residential facility 
someday. Their value statement 
focused on ways to meet the needs 
of the particular sister. In class, the 
students worked with available data  
and identified data that they would 
need to learn to further develop 
their ideas for their project.” 

With their plan complete, the 
students set off to visit Saint 
Joseph Villa where they were 
greeted by Villa president, Sister 
Irene Dunn SSJ. Sister Irene led 
a tour of the facility and provided 
background information that would 

benefit the students as their project 
progressed. 

The Villa is a state-of-the-art facility 
based on a household model—
today’s gold standard in senior 
living—where care is determined 
by each resident’s needs and 
desires. Each floor has a core area 
outside of the main elevators and 
is divided into neighborhoods or 
communities. Each community 
has a living room area, study and 
kitchen. 

The students quickly realized that 
sisters living at the Villa are far from 
lonely. The experience of living in 
community as a vowed religious 
means that sharing life with others 
is as much a part of their lives 
as is breathing. Sister Dorothy 
shared: “Throughout their visits 
to the Villa, the students learned 
that perception and reality of the 
human need is the primary concern 
for future social workers. Need 
is framed in the spirit of what the 
person requires, not what
others believe the person deserves 
or should receive. The household 

model at the Villa embodies a 
resident-centered approach to care. 
The sister’s voice and her desire for 
how she wishes to spend her day is 
the priority.

Both the sisters and the college 
students looked forward to the 
visits. Friendships were formed, 
great sharings occurred, and 
computer skills using FaceTime 
were learned. More importantly, as 
future advocates for all people, the 
students also learned how to truly 
listen to the voices of the sisters.” 

Effective advocates will tell you 
that the problem or the population 
finds you. Sister Dorothy believes 
that the sisters and students 
found one another! Learnings 
and sharings prospered as the 
students prepared a mini-picture 
book of their visits for the sister. 
The students also completed their 
first ten-step Advocacy Project as 
a future individual and community 
advocate.

CHC Students and Saint Joseph Villa Residents 
Partner for a Human Service Advocacy Project
By Dorothy Bredehoft SSJ
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Pictured seated, from left: 
Catherine McConnell SSJ,
Theresa McCrossen SSJ, Joan 
Dolores Boyce SSJ and Loretta 
McCarry SSJ 

Standing, from left:
Alma Bernadette Hurley SSJ, 
Loretta McGuckin SSJ,
Judy Scranton SSJ, Joan Mickey 
SSJ and Catherine Dolorine 
Fitzpatrick SSJ

Photo: Irene Dunn SSJ

At first, Imani Collier, a human 
services major, was hesitant 
to visit the Villa sisters. Imani 
shared, “I wasn’t sure what to 
expect with the project because 
I didn’t know anything about 
sisters.” Imani visited with 
Sister Joan Mickey SSJ and 
quickly learned that Sister Joan 
had taught math at Chestnut 
Hill College for many years. 
Sister Joan also shared with 
Imani, about the life of a Sister 
of Saint Joseph. Following 
her first visit to the Villa, Imani 
returned to class the next day so 
enthusiastic about the project 
and looking forward to the next 
visit with Sister Joan.

Photo courtesy 
Dorothy Bredehoft SSJ

Ashlee Flagg said, “The Villa is a great place. My 
experience with this project allowed me to build 
my social skills while working in a nursing home 
setting. I eventually hope to have a job in a nursing 
facility and this first experience was very profitable 
for me. While at lunch with Sister Catherine 
McConnell SSJ, I also had the opportunity to meet 
other sisters. Just learning how to listen and share 
was a gift for me.” Sister Catherine gave Ashlee 
high marks. “Ashlee is a very bright, personable 
young lady. She is very dedicated to working in the 
project and displays excellent talent as a  future 
social worker and advocate,” said Sister Catherine.

Photo courtesy Dorothy Bredehoft SSJ

Alyeah Chandler, a human 
services major, visited with Sister 
Loretta McGunkin SSJ.  Alyeah 
was pleased to discover that 
Sister Loretta had excellent 
computer skills. Alyeah and 
Sister Loretta soon discovered 
they could bond not only through 
visits but also through FaceTime, 
a videoteleophony app. The 
two continued meeting by using 
e-mails and FaceTime along with 
in-person visits.

FaceTime
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When the Sisters of Saint Joseph in 
the 1960’s first appealed to family, 
friends, and co-workers for help in 
raising funds to build Saint Joseph 
Villa, their requests were met with 
a great outpouring of financial 
support. To express their gratitude, 
Reverend Mother Divine Shepherd 
sent “Community Certificates of 
Perpetual Remembrance in the 
Prayers and Apostolic Works of the 
Congregation” to the benefactors. 
The recipients of these expressions 
of gratitude were grateful for the 
promise of prayers and proudly 
spoke of their happiness at 
being able to share in the sisters’ 
spiritual benefits. The benefactors’ 
appreciation was the inspiration for 
the founding of Saint Joseph Guild 
in 1968!

Reverend Mother, as the 
Congregational President was 
called in those days, had always 
wanted to share the spiritual riches 
of the sisters at the Villa with people 
in need of prayers and far beyond 
the limits of the Congregation. 
Thus, the Guild became a spiritual 
fundraising group whose only 
condition for membership was 
devotion to Saint Joseph and 
a donation to the Sisters of 
Saint Joseph of any amount. 
Father Vollmer, the Villa chaplain, 
consented to offer a Novena of 
Masses each month for the living 
and deceased members of the 
Guild as one of the special benefits 
of membership.

Very soon, the Guild began offering 
Mother’s and Father’s Day cards in 
addition to annual and perpetual 
enrollment cards. The sisters made 
the cards available in the many 
schools in which they taught and 
gained 15,000 new Guild members 

Rooted in Prayerful Gratitude, 
Saint Joseph Guild Provides 
Necessary Support

the first year. Next, Christmas cards 
were offered. At this time, the sister 
directing the Guild purchased 
an addressing machine called 
the Scriptomatic. No longer did 
volunteers have to address each 
envelope by hand or by using a 
typewriter.

This was the beginning of the 
sisters’ journey into the direct-mail 
way of fund-raising. 

By 1970, the number of Guild 
members was well over 20,000. 
The sisters engaged an outside 
company to handle the mailings 
of sample cards and additional 
appeals. In 1972, the sisters printed 
a brochure listing the various kinds 
of cards available to send to all the 
Guild members. 

Since 1979 was to be a Chapter 
year, Reverend Mother Alice 
Anita Murphy was eager to pay 
off the Villa mortgage, which had 
been a great burden. The Guild 
members made special efforts to 
supply additional funds and on 
July 26, 1979 the mortgage was 
symbolically burned to the great joy 
of all Sisters of Saint Joseph and 
their supporters.

However, the sisters soon realized 
that they had a very serious 
unfunded retirement liability 
resulting from the minimal stipends 
given to sisters in their long 
concentration in the ministry of 
education. A more comprehensive 
fund-raising program was 
necessary. The SSJ Development 
Office was established in 1989 and 
an Advisory Board was assembled, 
along with an expanded direct-mail 
effort, a Planned Giving Program, 
more focus on obtaining grants, 

and special fund-raising events. 
By 2000, the Guild was operating 
under this Development Program 
umbrella. Many benefactors joined 
us in this great effort to sustain 
the Villa and help to ensure that 
our many active members could 
continue to serve the needs of 
God’s people well into the 21st 
century.

Caring for the elderly sisters will 
always be a challenge for the 
Congregation. The sisters continue 
to need help with providing 
maintenance for the Villa and 
quality health care for all who reside 
there. Fortunately, thousands of 
contributors continue to send 
Guild cards to family members 
and friends. Those who send 
Guild cards and those who receive 
them find them meaningful and 
beautiful, and contributions to Saint 
Joseph Guild continue to provide 
significant financial support. Even 
more important, the sisters who 
come to reside at the Villa find deep 
meaning in being missioned to 
pray for the members of the Guild 
and all their special intentions. The 
Villa sisters do so at every Mass, 
especially during every novena, and 
at Morning and Evening Prayer, as 
well as during their own times of 
private prayer. Novenas of Masses 
are offered in the Villa chapel every 
month. To this day, the Villa sisters 
and those who join them for Mass 
lift in prayer the thousands of 
benefactors who have assisted and 
continue to support Saint Joseph 
Villa.

By Sister Kathleen Pales SSJ
GUILD

SAINTJOSEPH

LOVE IN AN ENVELOPE SINCE 1968
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By Amanda Wilkes

The Guild continues to adapt to the 
changing needs of the benefactors, 
the sisters and the Villa itself. In 
the spring of 2019, the first lay 
coordinator of the Guild was hired, 
and the Guild office was moved to 
the Motherhouse. 

It is with great cooperation, input 
and dedication from our staff at 
the Guild that we have been able 
to accomplish many wonderful 
things over the past 52 years! We 
have expanded our membership, 
increased our revenue, and 
broadened our card selection along 
with graduating our record keeping 
to computer technology.  

The faithfulness and support of our 
donors who represent many walks 
of life—relatives, former students 
and friends of the Sisters of Saint 
Joseph—have been a major factor 
in the success of the Guild. The 
ongoing prayers that the Sisters 
of the Guild and those at the 
Villa provide for those who have 
requested them for any situations 
or worries in their lives further 
demonstrate that you are not alone 
and relationships are often built 
with members as we all go through 
the ups and downs of daily life. This 
is a true testament that through 
prayer, we ask God for wisdom and 
strength to find solutions to our 
petitions.

Sister Loretta Scribbick SSJ has 
been part of the volunteer staff 
since 1970. When she taught, 
she would help in the summer by 
assembling cards and with other 
tasks. Sister Loretta made it her 
own personal ministry to write 
to those who needed prayers, 

Undoubtedly, Saint Joseph Guild 
will continue to grow and change. 
There will be new Guild members, 
and new technologies and social 
media will be used to promote 
the Guild. But our commitment to 

praying for the intentions of our 
benefactors and friends who are 
a part of Saint Joseph Guild will 
remain constant. Jesus’ mission 
and now our mission of unity will 
continue to be fulfilled.    

especially the sick. She keeps track 
of dates and writes to families on 
anniversaries. Besides Get Well and 
other remembrances, Sister Loretta 
tracks convent payments along 
with the annual enrollment slips.  
She also checks the Villa gift shop 
to make sure our catalog of cards is 
stocked and available. 

Sister Linda O’Mara SSJ has 
served with the Guild for 13 years. 
Sister Linda assisted with data 
entry, design consultation, and 
filing orders. The Guild Staff are 
truly partners in mission. They 
have all contributed to the life at 
the Villa in a variety of ways. For 
example, Sister Linda teaches 
art, sings in the choir, and runs a 
popular Annual Art Show which 
all Villa sisters and friends enjoy.
They say, “Sisters never fully retire.” 
Sister Frances DeLisle SSJ has 
provided leadership for the Saint 
Joseph Guild since 1999. Sister 
Fran works alongside the new 

The Work of the Saint Joseph Guild 
Is the Work of Many Hearts and Hands

Guild Coordinator, Mrs. Amanda 
Wilkes, on the selection and 
creation of card designs and flyers. 
She continues to help manage the 
database for orders and receipts, 
organize mailings and more. Sister 
Fran’s best ministry is responding 
to the many prayer requests from 
our Guild members. Sister Fran also 
sings in the choir and helps Sister 
Linda with the Art Show. 

Sisters Loretta, Linda and Fran, and 
all of the sisters who volunteered 
service to the Guild work have 
provided continuity throughout the 
Guild’s transition and growth. 

To view the Saint Joseph Guild’s 
catalog of cards, please visit www.
ssjphila.org and follow the links to 
the Saint Joseph Guild. Contact 
us at 215-248-7240 or ssjguild@
ssjphila.org to receive our catalog. 

Pictured seated: Loretta Scribbick SSJ 
Standing from left: Sister Linda O’Mara and 
Sister Frances DeLisle. Saint Joseph Villa Guild 
Closet/Office/Workroom 
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Annual Report of Giving Correction
In the last issue of One With, we included the print edition 
of our Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2018 – 2019. 
Two names were missing from the McDermott Circle:

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Riethmiller, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. J. Michael Gondek

We apologize for this error.

Saint Joseph Guild  
  Memorial and All Occasion Greeting Cards 

Both you and those you honor with a card are: 
• Remembered in a monthly Novena of Masses 
• Included in the prayers of the Sisters at Saint Joseph Villa  

Mother’s Day  
and  

Father’s Day   
Enrollment cards  
are now available!  

 
The suggested offering is  

$2.50 per card. 

Sending Saint Joseph Guild cards is a meaningful way of letting 
others know that they are in your thoughts and prayers.  

Become our partner in mission by sharing with others our lovely 
assortment of enrollment and all occasion greeting cards.  

Your donations help provide for the needs  
of the retired Sisters at the Villa. 

Questions?  
Mrs. Amanda Wilkes 

Saint Joseph Guild • P.O. Box 36  
• Flourtown, PA • 19031   

215-248-7240 • ssjguild@ssjphila.org 

More designs are available 
at: www.ssjphila.org.   

Under the “Support Our 
Mission” tab, click on  

Saint Joseph Guild. 

All Occasion Cards are available throughout the year! 

Saint Joseph Guild 

Sending Saint Joseph Guild cards is a meaningful way of letting others know 
that they are in your thoughts and prayers. Become our partner in mission 
by sharing with others our lovely assortment of enrollment and all occasion 
greeting cards. Your donations help provide for the needs of the retired sisters 
at Saint Joseph Villa.

Both you and those you honor with a card are:
• Remembered in a monthly Novena of Masses
• Included in the prayers of the sisters at Saint Joseph Villa.

All Occasion Cards are available 
throughout the year!

Questions? 
Mrs. Amanda Wilkes
Saint Joseph Guild
P.O. Box 36 • Flourtown, PA 19031
215-248-7240 • ssjguild@ssjphila.org

Memorial and All Occasion Greeting Cards

More designs are available at: 
www.ssjphila.org under the 
“Support Our Mission” tab. 
Click on Saint Joseph Guild.

Guild donations 
support sisters at 
Saint Joseph Villa
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In  Memoriam

Sister Mary Bradley SSJ 
(formerly Sister Anne Peter)
March 23, 2020

Sister Helen M. Bradley
(formerly Sister Anna Francis)
March 27, 2020

Sister Dorothy L. Tracey
(formerly Sister Joseph Laurene)
April 12, 2020

Sister Joyce Randazzo
(formerly Sister Thomas Annice)
May 16, 2020

Sister Ann Raymond Rafter
May 22, 2020

Sister Rose Albertine Weaver
April 21, 2020

Sister Irma Gazzillo
(formerly Sister Marie Dominic)
May 1, 2020

Sister Ann McVeigh
May 3, 2020

“I have loved you with an everlasting love. I have called you 
and you are mine.”  

We remember with love each of these women, our sisters 
and friends, who died recently. We celebrate their lives and 
the example they offered to the Sisters of Saint Joseph, 
their families, their friends, the Church and the world. These 
women embraced the call to “Let your life be a continuous 
act of love.” (Maxims of the Little Institute)

 
They lived lives of faithfulness and commitment while they 
were with us, and we depend upon them now to continue 
to pray on our behalf. May they rest in the arms of the 
loving God they so faithfully served!Photo Connie Murphy
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Sister Anna Mae Harkin
(formerly Sister Michael Annice) 
February 28, 2020

Sister Eileen Russell
(formerly Sister Assumpta Maria)
March 3, 2020

Sister Marie Natalie Sommer
(formerly Sister Thomas Dorothy) 
December 10, 2019

Sister Mary Kathryn Quinn
(formerly Sister Leonilla) 
December 17, 2019

Sister Margaret Gavaghan
(formerly Sister Ann Joachim)
December 24, 2019

Sister Anita Daniel McLaughlin
December 25, 2019

Sister Dana E. McCambley
(formerly Sister Charles Andrew) 
January 5, 2020

Sister Jean Frances Levenstein 
(formerly Sister Robert Cecilia)
February 3, 2020

Sister Roberta Hoolahan
February 20, 2020

Sister Winifred Anne Tormey
(formerly Sister John Michael)
February 22, 2020

Sister Anne B. LaHart 
(formerly Sister Marie Richard) 
December 30, 2019

Sister Mary Darrah
(formerly Sister Mary of the Good 
Shepherd) 
December 30, 2019

Sister Rose Amata O’Donnell
January 4, 2020

Sister Beatrice Mary Keegan
(formerly Sister Joseph Beatrice) 
December 12, 2019
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