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Welcome to this edition of 
One With. We have often heard 
Pope Francis speak of the 
“culture of encounter.” Francis 
urges us to reach out to others 
and to engage in open, heart-
felt conversation, even with 
those who are very different 
from ourselves and especially 
with those who are on the 
margins of society. This is the 
exact focus of our mission as 
Sisters of Saint Joseph as “we 

live and work so that all people may be united with God and 
one another.” As sisters and associates, relationships are at 
the heart of our mission and charism. Personal encounters 
clothed in respect, reverence and openness lead to unity, 
peace and even reconciliation. These values are so needed in 
our world today, and where they are present, Jesus Christ’s 
vision for humanity is vibrantly alive.

This edition highlights stories of our sisters who have 
experienced, in a very personal way, the power of encounter 
and the transforming effect of relationships. As we look toward 
the 15th anniversary of our Welcome Center, the relationships 
that have developed through the power of encounter have 
enabled many people to become more fully integrated 
into United States society through programs like ESL and 
citizenship classes.

Notice how the culture of encounter is alive in the work of 
our sisters in prison ministry, where their work with inmates 
empowers them to grow in relationship with God, self, and 
others. Our corporate stand in opposition to the death penalty, 
taken almost 20 years ago, calls us to participate in God’s 
desire to transform alienation and despair into reconciliation 
and hope.  

One of our newer members offers her reflection on a recent 
experience at the Sisters of Saint Joseph International Centre 
in LePuy, France, where she participated in a workshop to 
deepen our mission and charism of unity through nonviolent 
communication and the engagement of differences. This 
form of encounter has the potential to transform individuals, 
neighborhoods, families and our world.

Thank you for all the ways you support our mission. Our 
encounters with you have deepened into relationships that are 
God’s special gift to us. May Jesus’ own peace and love fill 
your hearts and your homes in this New Year — 2018.

With prayerful gratitude, 

Sister Anne Myers SSJ
Congregational President
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Celebrating 15 Years!
The Sisters of Saint Joseph Welcome Center

Countries represented 
45

New Citizens
260

Volunteers since 2003
450

Friends on mailing list
1,850

Students taught
3,900

Volunteer hours
70,065

“It began as a dream,” says 
Sister Pat Madden SSJ, an 
ESL teacher who has lived and 
worked at the SSJ Welcome 
Center since its beginning. 
“A group of us talked about 
working in a place that was 
our own, with our own SSJ 
mission and spirit. We all 
worked at different places 
such as with the Franciscans, 
and the Sisters of Mercy, but 
we didn’t have a place of our 
own where we could work. The 
dream brought us here.” On 
March 22, 2003, Sisters Marian 
Behrle SSJ, Marie Lewis SSJ, 
Pat Madden SSJ and Eileen 
Marnien SSJ opened the 
doors of this new venture—the 
SSJ Welcome Center located 
in the Kensington section of 
Philadelphia. On Friday, April 6, 
2018, the Welcome Center will 
celebrate 15 years of educating 
and serving Philadelphia’s 
immigrant community, with 
a Gala Event at Chestnut Hill 
College. 
  
Throughout these 15 years, 
the subject of immigration in 
the United States has made 
headlines and been the topic of 
much debate. For the Sisters 
of Saint Joseph who live the 
Gospel and whose mission is 
to unite all people with God 
and with one another, there is 
no debate. Both the Old and 
New Testaments say you are to 
welcome the alien; you are to 
welcome the stranger. Over the 
past 15 years, approximately 
3,900 immigrants, from 45 
different countries, have been 
welcomed as students to 
learn English and 260 of them 
have become U.S. citizens. 
The success of the Welcome 
Center required expansion to 
the property next door. Thanks 

to the generosity of benefactors 
Anne and Andy Abel who 
purchased the property and 
many donors who supported 
renovations, the Abel Annex 
opened its doors to students on 
March 4, 2017. 

As the 15th Anniversary 
approaches, Sister Pat reflects 
on the past, “I look back fondly 
on the beginning days: making 
big decisions, scraping walls, 
cleaning windows, moving 
furniture, but most importantly 
dreaming together how 
we would live out our SSJ 
mission of welcoming our dear 
neighbors. We were definitely 
‘ready for any good work.’ Our 
initial days were hectic as well 
as exciting. Our local neighbors 
were friendly and questioned 
how we would convert an old 
funeral home into an outreach 
center for immigrants.”

Sister Eileen, the first director of 
the Welcome Center who now 
serves as the Congregational 
Vice-president, shares, 
“Whenever I think of the 
Welcome Center, the word that 
jumps immediately into my mind 
is relationship. It is a place that 
offers people the opportunity to 
be in relationship and to meet 
people from all over the world. 
The people at the Welcome 
Center have different stories, 
but always the same hope and 
dream that they would find a 
better life for their children and 
for themselves.” 

It is that same hope of a better 
life for their children that 
brought people to the New 
World hundreds of years ago 
that continues today. Sister 
Marian says, “Ninety-percent 
of the people cite a better life 
for their children—access to 

an education and, in some 
cases, to water and electricity 
as the main reason they came 
to our country. That’s why they 
heartbreakingly separated from 
their parents and loved ones. 
Some people at the Welcome 
Center don’t share the same 
language, but they do share that 
common bond of the human 
condition. When you need a 
hug, a smile, help, or support, 
they know how to do that. That 
is one of the big gifts that the 
Center brings to people—they 
get support, they learn the 
language, get stronger and 
become assimilated. We really 
are all one, no matter what 
country we come from.”

Sister Carol Heffner SSJ has 
taught ESL at the Welcome 
Center for three years. “The 



3

Welcome Center provides a safe 
atmosphere where students 
may use whatever skills they 
have and accept whatever 
they don’t know yet and try to 
express themselves so that they 
can be understood,” says Sister 
Carol. “It’s a place of joy. It’s a 
place where everybody feels at 
home. It’s a place where people 
know that they are loved, 
where they hug and kiss one 
another when leaving. It’s a real 
community.”

Staff member Nancy Bordewick 
has had the opportunity to 
journey with those students 
working toward U.S. Citizenship. 
Nancy says, “Citizenship is one 
of the most important things 
in their lives. I witness them in 
interviews with U.S. officials, as 
they offer tears of joy, elation 
and gratitude to the officer for 
granting their citizenship. It is 
something they work very hard 
for. People in the U.S. take it for 
granted because we are born 
citizens, but this is something 
people who are here at the 
Welcome Center have been 
working toward for years.”

While the sisters believe the 
students are what make working 
at the Welcome Center so 

wonderful, the students and 
staff believe it is the sisters. 
Teacher Maureen Burke 
explains, “They have much 
to teach me—not regarding 
academics, but rather, about 
not judging people based on 
their life situation or making 
assumptions about who they 
are based on where they came 
from. It’s taught me to be 
more compassionate.” 

Tasha Mercer, grant writer and 
event specialist, has worked 
at the Center for one year. 
Tasha says. “My favorite part 
about working at the Welcome 
Center is the sisters. They are 
the welcome in the name. The 
sisters make everyone feel 
welcome. This is a home for 
me, a safe haven, a place where 
loves soars. The love here is 
so rich. The sisters’ passion, 
drive, compassion, love and 
dedication to the students are 
the best things about working 
here.”

One of those people is Lizam 
Morales—the 250th student 
to become a U.S. Citizen and 
the new receptionist at the 
Welcome Center. Lizam says, 
“This place is a big blessing 
and is my second home. Here, 

it doesn’t matter where we 
are from or which language 
we speak. I had the good 
opportunity to come here, and 
now I am free! I want to say 
thank you 100 percent.”  

Former student Rosa Monroy 
is the Welcome Center’s 
administrative assistant. She 
began ESL classes in 2001 with 
the SSJ Literacy Project and 
continued lessons at the Center. 
Rosa was the Center’s 200th 
Citizen. “I like doing for the 
people who come here what the 
sisters did for me,” says Rosa. 
“Thanks to the sisters I am a 
citizen and so are my children! I 
hope to be here forever.”

Miguel Ramos has worked at 
the Welcome Center since the 
beginning. “This Center has 
meant everything to me,” shares 
Miguel. “It is great to work with 
the sisters and staff. It changed 
my life a lot. I am happy to be 
here.”

Sister Connie Trainor SSJ has 
worked at the Welcome Center 
for five years. She served as 
the director prior to sister 
Kathy. She teaches ESL and 
works with people pursuing 
citizenship. “Getting to know 

Photo courtesy SSJ Welcome Center



the people here has been a great 
blessing,” says Sister Connie. 
“Whether it’s somebody in class, a 
relative of a student, or somebody 
who comes to our door—I find 
that they trust us. They tell us their 
story, which enables us to see what 
resources we have or where we can 
send them to see that they get what 
they need. I find that their faith in 
us and their trust in us is really very 
touching.”

“I have seen growth and change 
come over the years. I have seen 
us challenged by scary times and 
the need for our charism to be more 
present,” says Sister Pat. “What I 
envisioned at the beginning of our 
journey on Allegheny Avenue, is not 
what I experience now. Our small 
sacred spot in Kensington is known. 
Our sign out front means something 
to our neighbors and friends now. 
People know who we are and how 
we help the community. Time has 
elapsed quickly. There are so many 
names, faces and stories stored in 
my heart as well as in our Center’s 
archives. With our dedicated staff, 
friends and volunteers, our roots are 
stronger and our mission of Unity 
and Welcome are woven into the 
seams of our short history. God’s 
dream for The Welcome Center 
continues to be revealed each day, 
each week, each month and each 
anniversary. I am so grateful!”

Sister Kathy McShane SSJ 
began her ministry at the Welcome 
Center in September 2015. She 
became director on August 1, 2017. 
Reflecting on the Center’s next 15 
years, Sister Kathy shares, “I know 
that I continue in the great footsteps 
of former directors, Sisters Eileen 
Marnien and Connie Trainor, 
ensuring that the Gospel of Jesus 
and the mission and the vision of 
the Sisters of Saint Joseph—that 
all are one and that we truly are 
called to be united with God and 
with one another—is evident here. I 
believe we will continue to grow. We 
will continue to look at the beauty 
of each person who comes to our 
door. I know we will continue to 
look at the needs of the times and 
do our best to respond to them.”

Page 3 — Celebrating Lizam Morales as the Welcome Center’s 250th U.S. Citizen, 
from left: Marian Behrle SSJ, Rosa Monroy, Lizam Morales, Kathy McShane SSJ and 
Connie Trainor SSJ 

Page 4
Top: Pat Madden SSJ
Middle: Breaktime for students
Bottom: Connie Trainor SSJ (standing) and students enjoy the new second floor 
classroom in the Abel Annex.

Photo: Cristina Diaz
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When 
I Was 
in Prison 
You Visited 
Me. (Mt. 25:36)
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Sister Kathy is missioned to the Baltimore Central Booking and Intake Center. This facility houses women 
who have been arrested, but not yet convicted and sentenced. Today, 163 women are divided between two 
dormitories. Approximately 160 miles northeast of Baltimore, Maryland, Sister Kathleen spends her days in 
Clinton, New Jersey, at the maximum security prison, Edna Mahan Correctional Facility for Women (EMCFW). 
It is the only women’s prison in New Jersey and it houses 613 women, from all backgrounds, between the 
ages of 20 and 70. 

Cold and foreboding, prison is an unattractive place. Upon entering the building, everyone, be they staff, 
volunteer or visitor, must first empty their pockets, walk through the metal detector and be physically frisked. 
For Sister Kathleen, the greatest challenge of her ministry is the environment. “When you minister in a prison, 
YOU are in prison,” Sister Kathleen explains. “The rules and protocols that must be followed, especially in 
maximum security where I spend most of my time, can be very disturbing and disruptive. I need to keep my 
focus on why I am there and that God is with me. I can’t put my eyes on the darker side of the system.” 

Both sisters credit their years as teachers as the perfect foundation for prison ministry. “I spent 30 years 
living and teaching in the Western and Northern sections of inner-city Philadelphia,” says Sister Kathy. During 
summers, she volunteered at a rural Catholic Home for Delinquent Girls. “I feel these ministries with the 
marginalized were good training grounds for the role prison chaplain.” 

Sister Kathleen shares, “My years in secondary education as a religion teacher prepared me so well! At times 
I have to laugh at myself—teaching high school teenagers religion prepared me for prison ministry,” Sister 
Kathleen shared. “Many of the women at Edna Mahan are like teenagers emotionally, psychologically and 
socially.” 

The SSJ mission: “We live and work so that all people may be united with God and with one another,” could 
not be more needed than by the imprisoned,” says Sister Kathleen. “Many of the women feel alienated from 
God because of their crimes. They are in need of reconciliation with those they have harmed—be it their 
victims or their own family members. They are in dire need of self-forgiveness. My ministry is focused on 
that unioning—with themselves, with God and with others. That is my aim in everything I do, be it one-on-
one spiritual counseling, facilitating a weekly prayer group, or giving a homily at a Communion Service.” The 
majority of her meetings, groups and classes are in maximum security, comprised of seven housing units 
across the compound. “On the days I am at the prison, I facilitate two Restricted Housing Unit (RHU) Interfaith 
Services two times a week (RHU is for women who have broken a prison rule or are charged with an action 
against another inmate or officer). I also see women individually in RHU. As this is a restricted area, I am 
always with an officer and can speak to individual women only through her cell door.” 

The most rewarding part of being a prison chaplain is her relationship with the women. Sister Kathleen shares, 
“We talk about things that matter—their hopes, their fears, their struggles in the facility, their families, their 
joys. There is no time or desire for superficial conversations. I like these women—I do not fear them or judge 
them. By my presence as a sister chaplain, I hope the women will know that they are not forgotten, they have 
value and importance and that God loves them unconditionally. We are all more than our worst deed.” 

Sister Kathy believes the Congregation’s Generous Promise (initiated at Chapter 2014) to work for the poor, 
marginalized and vulnerable is lived daily in prison ministry. Many of the women she meets with are dealing 
with domestic violence, anger management, prostitution, unemployment and lack of education. The message 

We are all more than our worst deed. 

These words are spoken daily, by Sisters Kathy Claflin SSJ and Kathleen Rooney SSJ—both 
prison chaplains. As Sisters of Saint Joseph, they bring the charism and the mission of the 
Congregation—unity and reconciliation and love of the dear neighbor without distinction, to places 
of great hopelessness and despair—prisons.
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she gives is that this doesn’t 
have to be their only story. 
Sister Kathy explains, “When 
someone comes in and it 
is her first offense I tell her, 
‘Don’t let this one thing define 
your whole life.’ For one in 
prostitution, I tell her, ‘You are 
more beautiful and precious to 
God than this.’ ”

Women must ask to see the 
prison chaplain. Sister Kathy 
says, “They want to see me 
because I provide hygiene 
items (donated by churches, 
SSJs and the Archdiocese of 
Baltimore). They also come for 
prayer and spiritual counsel, 
which is heart to heart. Many 
women want me to pray with 
them, especially on days 
they are going to court. Each 
meeting with Sister Kathy is 
an opportunity to be one on 
one. “When they are in the 
dorm, they have the tough 
appearance, but with me, 
they can let down their guard, 
cry and say where they truly 
are.” For initial meetings, 
Sister Kathy does a personal 
inventory to learn who they 
are, where they come from and 
with what crime they have been 
charged. “I have a 25-page 
resource packet of Baltimore 
City services for shelter, 
medical assistance and for 
substance abuse, so they don’t 
end up back on the streets.”  

Sister Kathy shares,“When I 
hear their stories, it rips my 
heart out.” With her index 
finger and thumb separated by 
an inch, she says, “As Pope 
Francis said when he visited 
prisoners in Philadelphia: 
I am only this far from the 
person on the street. It is only 
through God’s graces and 
the advantages that God has 
provided in my life that I am 

where I am—I could be that 
person. Sometimes, I come 
home to the sisters and I tell 
them there are a couple of 
women I saw that day that I 
wished I could bring home so 
they could start a new life. They 
just didn’t have opportunities. 
Part of the program is to be 
able to help them, to be able 
to make a difference and it’s 
a day at a time. For most of 
these women from the inner 
city, the environment in which 
they live remains the same from 
generation to generation.” She 
is optimistic about the State 
and City Police Department 
working together, especially to 
help the homeless find housing 
and to meet other needs. The 
goal is to prevent them from 
returning to the same place, 
situation and mindset before 
prison. 
 
“We are always trying to 
provide something that can 
renew their inner spirit,” says 
Sister Kathy. “I always tell 
them, ‘It’s important that you 
become healthier in mind, 
body and spirit and invite God 
in with you on your journey.’ 
A scripture passage I use with 
them all of the time is from the 
Gospel of John, ‘You shall know 
the truth and the truth shall set 
you free.’ I try to explain how 
they can be interiorly free even 
though there is a lot of chaos 
around them. When these 
women invite God in, they 
can speak the truth of their 
heart. When they meet with the 
public defender/attorney or the 
judge, they know that they are 
speaking God’s truth from their 
heart and they can have that 
sense of peace. Whatever the 
legal system decides—that’s 
another piece. Always be right 
with God.”

Our sisters, ministering as 
prison chaplains, have met with 
hundreds of inmates. Some of 
those meetings leave lasting 
impressions. In Sister Kathy’s 
early days at the Baltimore 
City Detention Center, she 
met periodically with a woman 
whose mother was sick. “I was 
able to make contact by phone 
with her sister who said the 
mother was doing a lot better. 
Two weeks later I learned that 
her mother had died,” shared 
Sister Kathy. Prison chaplains 
inform prisoners of family 
members’ deaths. “Because 
she was in lockdown (prisoners 
committing a violation are 
placed in lockdown), she 
arrived in my office with her 
arms behind her in handcuffs. 
When I started telling her 
about her mother, she was 
crying, naturally. Because of 
the handcuffs, she was unable 
to wipe the tears running 
down her face. It broke my 
heart. I took tissues and wiped 
the tears from her face. This 
moment made me think of the 
Stations of the Cross when 
Veronica wipes the face of 
Jesus. As I was wiping her 
tears away, I felt as if she were 
the face of Jesus for me.” 

Another story Sister Kathy 
shared reminded her of the 
scripture passage of Jesus 
healing the blind man. “One 
of the things included in the 
hygiene items is Dollar Store 
reading glasses,” says Sister 
Kathy. “I was touched by a 
woman who came in and said 
she needed glasses. I gave 
her a pair of reading glasses 
and said, ‘See if these work.’ I 
turned my back to her to reach 
for more hygiene items and all 
of a sudden I hear this sobbing, 
and she said, ‘Oh! Thank you, 
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thank you. You don’t know what this 
means to me. People think that I’m 
stupid—it’s just that I can’t see. Now, 
people will know that I’m not stupid.’ 
This woman had been homeless, living 
on the streets and couldn’t afford 
glasses. I think of her every time I hand 
out glasses. They cost $1, but they 
changed her whole life.” 

Sister Kathleen shares one of many 
stories, “For the first time in years, the 
Bishop of Metuchen, Bishop Checchio, 
(recently installed as the new bishop 
in the Diocese) came to the prison 
to celebrate Mass. The women were 
awed! The bishop spoke to and 
greeted each woman individually. His 
homily was pastoral and loving. When 
the Mass was over, one of the women, 
crying, with tears streaming down her 
face, said to me, ‘I thought we had 
been forgotten.’ Those words broke 
my heart and have not left me. When 
I was in prison you visited me. (Mt. 
25:36)  I know now, more acutely, why 
Jesus included this action in his words 
on the final judgment.”   

Pictured top: Kathy Claflin SSJ
Photo by Cristina Diaz

Pictured bottom: Kathleen Rooney SSJ
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    Path to 
Forgiving
and the

by Cristina Diaz

     PROMOTING    
    RESTORATIVE 

JUSTICE
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Sister Dolores Chepiga SSJ, 
has made the path to 
forgiveness a crucial part of 
her ministry since the 1980s 
when she joined sisters involved 
in a GED summer school 
program for prisoners in a
men’s maximum security jail. 

“Seeing the cells that confined 
the prisoners, witnessing 
degrading pat searches, noting 
and wondering why the majority 
of the men were people of 
color and learning that many 
of the prisoners were possibly 
innocent and either awaiting 
trial or sentencing—all was 
my introduction to our criminal 
‘justice’ system. The more I 
learned, the more I became 
convinced that there had to be 
a better way for our country to 
deal with crime,” Sister Dolores 
wrote in a reflection. 

She had first learned of 
restorative justice in 1990, 
when she attended a national 
conference. The speaker was 
Howard Zehr, an american 
criminologist widely known as 
the Grandfather of Restorative 
Justice. He introduced the 
topic: A justice that understands 
crime as a violation of people 
and relationships, a justice 
that focuses on healing rather 
than punishing, a justice 
that includes responsibility, 
accountability and making 
things right again. 

“The nearest thing to restorative 
justice I can think of is conflict 
resolution. The focus is on 
healing, responsibility and what 
can be done to make up for the 
wrong that has been done,” said 
Sister Dolores. “When a crime 
is committed, there is a broken 
relationship and restorative 
justice brings the opportunity 

for both sides, victim and 
offender, to come up with some 
solutions.”

Spreading the message of 
restorative justice became Sister 
Dolores’ passion. “I just could 
not believe we treat people the 
way we treat prisoners,” she 
said. “So, I began spending 
some time looking up colleges 
and universities with criminal 
justice majors and sent them 
information and a letter 
encouraging them to add 
restorative justice classes.” 

After over 20 years of working 
in prison ministry, Sister Dolores 
retired, and has been visiting 
prisons weekly to meet with 
prisoners on an individual level 
as well as in groups. 

“God really led me into the 
prisons, and He kept me there,” 
she said. 

Sister Dolores currently 
ministers weekly at the 
Montgomery County 
Correctional Facility and she 
is a member of the planning 
committee of Chestnut 
Hill College’s Institute for 
Forgiveness and Reconciliation. 
Sister Dolores also assists 
Catholic Mobilizing Network 
(CMN) in obtaining volunteers 
to be coordinators in parish 
educational programs on 
restorative justice that will be 
piloted this year. 

The Catholic Mobilizing Network 
(CMN) is a national organization 
working in close collaboration 
with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
and living the mission of the 
Congregation of St. Joseph. 
Through education, advocacy 
and prayer, CMN proclaims the 

Church’s pro-life teaching and 
prepares Catholics for informed 
involvement in the public debate 
to end the death penalty and 
promote restorative justice. 

CMN’s Education Director, 
Vicki Schieber, is a promoter 
of restorative justice and the 
reform of our criminal justice 
system. She has been an 
activist against the death 
penalty for over 20 years and 
recently shared her story at a 
program sponsored by Chestnut 
Hill College’s Institute for 
Forgiveness and Reconciliation. 

On May 7, 1998, Vicki’s 
daughter, Shannon, was the 
victim of a brutal rape and 
murder at her apartment in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  
Shannon was a graduate 
student at Wharton School of 
Business at the University of 
Pennsylvania. 

After Shannon’s murder, Vicki’s 
pain and anger emerged in 
an instant, but thankfully, with 
time, healing has come, too, 
in the most unexpected way. 
“I knew one thing,” said Vicki, 
“I had to be able to forgive. He 
took my daughter’s life, but I 
wasn’t going to let him take my 
life, nor my husband’s nor my 
son’s because of holding on to 
anger and revenge. These are all 

“God really led 
me into the 

prisons, and He 
kept me there.”

Dolores Chepiga SSJ
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We, the Sisters of Saint 
Joseph of Chestnut Hill, 
whose mission is one of 
unity and reconciliation, 
declare our opposition to 
the death penalty while 

reaching out in compassion 
to victims of violent crimes. 
We join our voices with our 
sisters and brothers from 

around the world who have 
denounced the use of the 

death penalty as a deterrent 
for crime and who consider 

the death penalty as a 
violation of human rights.

natural human responses, but to 
go a step further and forgive is 
what I call ‘amazing grace.’ ”

Because of her journey, she 
realized that all life is sacred. 
Vicki says, “Destroying one life 
as payment for another does 
not bring closure or peace. 
Forgiveness is what brought 
me peace, and it was a very 
unbelievable path. I pray every 
day for my daughter’s killer, that 
he too, will repent and he has 
now. It is an incredible gift of 
grace to forgive him and I could 
never have accomplished it 
without the grace of God. Anger 
destroys people; forgiveness 
gives them a better life.”

Vicki now gives her life 
to teaching others about 
restorative justice and fighting 
against the death penalty. She 
has visited Maryland prisons 
with Sister Dolores and was 
a guest speaker in Sister 
Dolores’ three-session program 
called “Journey to Peace,” 
that involves victims of crime 
speaking to prisoners. The 
program covers topics of faith, 

responsibility, accountability, 
admitting wrong-doing and 
forgiveness. 

“Vicki spoke about forgiveness, 
and it was amazing for the 
prisoners to hear,” said Sister 
Dolores. “One of the prisoners 
approached me after and 
said ‘Sister, could she really 
forgive the guy who killed her 
daughter?’ They got to know 
the victim firsthand, and learned 
that forgiveness could be a 
possibility in their own lives.” 

Joining the voices of sisters 
and brothers from around the 
world, on December 10, 1998, 
the Sisters of Saint Joseph of 
Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia took 
a Corporate Stand Against 
the Death Penalty, believing it 
is a violation of human rights. 
Rooted in a mission of unity 
and reconciliation, the Sisters 
of Saint Joseph declared 
opposition to the death penalty 
and continue to speak in 
favor of prison reform, while 
promoting restorative justice, 
and reaching out in compassion 
to victims of violent crimes.

Page 11: From left Dolores Chepiga 
SSJ, Vicki Schieber, Colleen 
Dauerbach SSJ and Daniel Flynn, 
CMN Director of Advancement

Page 12: Pictured right of screen is 
Dolores Chepiga SSJ as she led a 
Restorative Justice Presentation to 
Sisters and Associates.

Corporate Stand 
against the

Death Penalty, 
December 10, 1998

To learn more about Catholic 
Mobilizing Network visit:  
https://catholicsmobilizing.org/
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When I arrived in LePuy, France, 
this past September, I didn’t 
quite know what awaited me. A 
call had come in June inviting 
me to take part in a program at 
the International Centre focused 
on intercultural dialogue and 
non-violent communication 
with other younger Sisters of 
Saint Joseph from around the 
world. My answer, even on short 
notice, was, of course, “Yes.” 

As with many commitments in 
our lives, though, it was hard to 
imagine where that “yes” would 
lead me. 

The 10-day workshop designed 
and implemented by the 
Global Coordinating Group 
of the Sisters of Saint Joseph 
was funded by the Hilton 
Foundation. The workshop was 
designed to provide training 
and formation in areas seen as 
essential to living religious life 
into the future—primarily how to 
live in an intercultural world and 
how to manage and facilitate 
conflict resolution. 
 

Arriving in LePuy for the 
workshop, I joined 24 sisters 
who were either in initial 
formation or recently finally 
professed. This group, along
with our teachers and 
interpreters, would become a 
sacred sisterhood during our 
time together.  

The diversity of our membership 
was an integral part of our 
learning, both formally through 
various learning processes and 
informally in the experiences, 
conversations, and interactions 
we shared. We came from 15 
different countries and a total of 
14 different congregations from 
around the world. 

Classes, which ran from nine in 
the morning until sometimes as 
late as nine at night when we 
had cultural showcases, were 
given in/ translated into four 
official languages (Portuguese, 
Spanish, French, and English), 
but at meals and when we 
toured the city, we were left to 
our own creative devices to 
communicate. 

This made us stronger in 
the process, bringing with it 
valuable lessons about what 
it means to include the one 
on the margins, what it feels 
like to be misunderstood, and 
how to step out of your own 
comfort zone for the good of 
the whole. Sometimes I would 
find myself listening in French, 
roughly translating into English, 
and passing that translation 
on to someone who’d speak 
Spanish for those who couldn’t 
understand. It was a humbling 
experience, requiring patience, 
perseverance, a healthy dose of 
humor and lots of hand motions.

In the classroom, we were 
seated according to language 
groups. This allowed for deeper 
reflection on a small group 
level, and then interpretation 
was provided for large group 
feedback. Among those who 
spoke English, the three sisters 
from the United States, one 
sister from Canada, and eight 
sisters from India were divided 
between two tables.

by Colleen Gibson SSJ

Photos: Courtesy of Colleen Gibson SSJ 

We Belong to One Another



Here, though we shared a 
common language, we soon 
realized that our experiences of 
religious life differed greatly. To 
have a conversation, we had to 
discover each other’s cultures; 
this meant being curious, 
actively listening, and trying to 
interpret things in a non-violent 
and non-judgmental way.  It 
wasn’t always easy, but it taught 
us lessons that it could take a 
lifetime to learn from a book.

Truly, it was the experience 
of being together that laid the 
groundwork for our intensive 
study and reflection on the 
topics of intercultural dialogue 
and nonviolent communication.  
We had to learn to trust one 
another and to be vulnerable 
in the process. Whether it 
was heartfelt sharing around 
the future of religious life, 
discussions about managing 
conflict in community, or putting 
on skits about communicating 
openly—we were in it together. 

From the ridiculous to the 
sublime—some topics proved 
to be universal. Everyone has 

had the experience of someone 
not changing the toilet paper roll 
when it’s empty and everyone 
knows what it feels like to be 
judged wrongly in a community 
situation. In our sharing, be it 
in words or through activities, 
we found a common bond of 
the charism and sisterhood we 
share.

To be a Sister of Saint Joseph 
is to be about unioning love 
with God and neighbor whether 
you’re in Madagascar, Lebanon, 
Switzerland, Honduras, or 
the United States. Our living 
situations might differ, but 
our hearts are joined in the 
call we’ve answered. By our 
answering that call, we belong 
to one another. Beyond any 
language or experience, the 
truth is that we are bound by 
the love of God and neighbor 
without distinction. 

Now I wake up in the morning to 
text messages from our sisters 
in India. As I am beginning my 
day, theirs is just coming to an 
end. We’ve begun to say to one 
another that where one of us 

leaves off another one begins. 
There’s something universal to 
our relationships. Wherever we 
are, we are sisters—living lives 
vastly different and yet living the 
mission and answering the call 
in a strikingly similar way.

As we parted ways at the 
end of our days together, I 
found myself deeply moved 
by a sense of both loss and 
connection. How in ten days’ 
time could we grow so close? 
I wondered. But then again, 
based on all we shared and 
invested, how could we not?

Flying home, I found myself 
reflecting on the many 
experiences of LePuy and our 
foundations. From the kitchen 
to the cathedral, there was a 
grace to the space I’d been 
invited into in my time away, but 
even more, the sacred space of 
my sisters—space found in one 
another—was what I cherished 
most. “This experience has 
changed and will change my 
life.” I wrote in my journal flying 
home, I don’t exactly know how, 
but no doubt it will.   

Sisters Erin McDonald (Congregation of St. Joseph), Colleen Gibson (Philadelphia, PA) and Karin Nuernberg (Orange, CA), 
enjoy the homemade s’mores they shared with the group as part of their cultural presentation on the United States.
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Now, a few months later, I can see the 
initial impact of this experience coming 
to fruition. Part of that impact is a call to 
share not just the experience with others 
but the actual training. To that end, 
those who took part in the LePuy 
experience are invited to share the 
skills and formative experiences with 
sisters “back home.” Thus, the program 
is designed as a “train the trainer” 
style course, with the expressed 
intent of having participants bring the 
workshop home to other sisters so as 
to deepen our charism of unity through 
the practice and education around 
the essential elements of nonviolent 
communication, conflict management, 
critical engagement with difference, and 
an exploration of the role of empathy for 
understanding and right relationships 
within a diverse community.  

These are skills not only for the future 
of religious life, but the current reality 
of the lives we live. Sisters are invited 
to consider taking part in the series of 
upcoming workshops being offered this 
spring as a way to renew and deepen 
their understanding of these topics, 
share with other sisters, and grow in the 
process. There’s no telling what might 
await you, but with open hearts let’s 
embrace our call to union for the life of 
God in the world. 

Colleen Gibson SSJ, authors the blog 
“Wandering in Wonder.” You may find it at: 
htpp://beingmyvocation.blogspot.com.

Page 13:
A group picture of participants in the program, which ran from 
September 9-20, 2017. The cohort came from 15 countries and 14 
different congregations of Sisters of St. Joseph. Colleen Gibson SSJ 
is pictured in the middle row, third from left.

Page 15:
Top: “Where one of us is all of us are,” Colleen Gibson SSJ matches 
her insignia with the one sent by the Sisters of Saint Joseph of 
Chestnut Hill to the heritage area at the Lyon Motherhouse, where 
Mother Saint John Fontbonne’s bedroom is preserved.

Middle: Celebrating their accomplishments, Colleen Gibson SSJ and 
her English speaking table group celebrate winning an “Oscar” for 
their acting skills during the workshop.

Bottom: Participants head back into the International Centre after a 
ritual of gratitude.
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Sister Joan Anna Lyons
(formerly Sister Saint Christopher)
September 23, 2017

Sister Elizabeth Ann O’Hara
(formerly Sister James Augustine)
November 2, 2017

Sister Florence Sponga
(formerly Sister Stanislaus)
October 24, 2017

Sister Mary Ann Miller
(formerly Sister Marie Peter)
December 14, 2017

Sister Joan A. Krukoski
(formerly Sister Stella Mercita)
November 7, 2017

Photo: Connie Murphy

In  Memoriam
We remember with love each of these women, our sisters 
and friends, who died recently. We celebrate their lives and 
the example they offered to the Sisters of Saint Joseph, their 
families, their friends, the Church and the world. These women 
embraced the call to “Let your life be a continuous act of 
love.” (Maxims of the Little Institute)
 
They lived lives of faithfulness and commitment while they 
were with us, and we depend upon them now to continue to 
pray on our behalf. May they rest in the arms of the loving God 
they so faithfully served!



Saint Joseph Guild

Sending Saint Joseph Guild cards is a meaningful way of 
letting others know that they are in your thoughts and prayers. 
Become our partner in mission by sharing with others, our 
lovely assortment of enrollment and all-occasion greeting 
cards. Your donations help provide for the needs of the retired 
Sisters living at the Villa.

Both you and those you honor with a card are:
• Remembered in a monthly Novena of Masses
• Included in the prayers of the sisters at Saint Joseph Villa

More designs are available 
at www.stjosephvilla.org. 
Under the Services tab, click 
on Saint Joseph Guild.

All-Occasion Cards are available throughout the year!
Questions?
Sister Frances DeLisle SSJ
Saint Joseph Guild • P.O. Box 36
Flourtown, PA • 19031
215-248-7838 • sjguild@aol.com

These new cards for 
Easter, Mother’s Day 
and Father’s Day were 
designed exclusively 
for Saint Joseph Guild.

Memorial and All-Occasion 
Greeting Cards
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Suggested donation: $2.50 each
(includes shipping)



a Trip for Two to Ireland!
Celtic Golf Raffle • 2018

Win
Ballybunion Golf Club, 
Dooks Golf Club, 
Tralee Golf Club and
Waterville Golf Links 

Full Irish breakfast 
daily

Valid May 2018 
through May 2019

Get your ticket — 
complete the form 
below.

Proceeds benefit the 
Sisters of Saint Joseph
Chestnut Hill • Philadelphia

All Hotel Taxes and Service Charges 
included — No monies will be 
refunded for any unused portion 
of the tour. The law requires that a 
raffle prize be taxable to the winner 
in the year that the prize is made 
available.

Ticket 
$100 
Only 300 
to be sold

www.celticgolf.com
Distinctive Travel Experiences

Roundtrip Coach Class 
International flights to 
Shannon Ireland

Five nights in the 5 Star 
Killarney Park Hotel, 
Killarney Co, Kerry 
(Double or Twin Occupancy)

Self-drive Hertz car 
rental with automatic 
transmission 

Drawing May 7, 2018 at Saint Joseph Villa, Flourtown, PA 

Proceeds Benefit the Sisters of Saint Joseph • Chestnut Hill • Philadelphia

For more information call:

(800) 482-6510 or 

development@ssjphila.org

Please send me # __________ Ireland Chance at $100 each. My total enclosed is $ ___________

Please make checks payable to: 
Sisters of Saint Joseph

Return to:
Sisters of Saint Joseph Development Office
9701 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19118-2694

Credit Card Payment

          Visa   Mastercard
          American Express Discover

Card#:

CV Code:         Exp. Date:

Signature:

Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
Phone:
Email:

o r  R e t u r n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t o  p u r c h a s e  y o u r  t i c k e t

P U R C H A S E  Y O U R  T I C K E T  O N L I N E  A T . . .
h t t p : / / s s j p h i l a . g i v e z o o k s . c o m / e v e n t s / c e l t i c - g o l f - i r e l a n d - t r i p - r a f f l e 

Important
Information
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TICKET

http://ssjphila.givezooks.com/events/celtic-golf-ireland-trip-raffle
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Mount Saint Joseph Convent
9701 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19118-2694

NONPROFIT ORG
US Postage Paid
Philadelphia, PA

Permit No. 85

Do you know someone who would like to receive One With? 
Send the name and mailing address to us at the address above, or email cpollock@ssjphila.org or phone 215.248.7269

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

www.SSJphila.org

Blog www. http://ssjphila.blogspot.com
Facebook  www.facebook.com/ssjphiladelphia
Flickr http://bit.ly/ssjflickr
Twitter   http://twitter.com/ssjphila
YouTube  http://bit.ly/ssjyoutube

Please contact the Sisters of Saint Joseph Office of Development for more information: 
www.ssjphila.org  • 1-800-482-6510 • development@ssjphila.org

Women’s Wellness Weekend2018

Women’s Wellness Weekend

Women’s Wellness Weekend
June 1-3 or September 7-9, 2018
Saint Mary by-the-Sea Retreat House
Cape May, New Jersey
Early Bird price of $375 must be paid in 
full by May 12th for the June weekend 
and June 30th for the September weekend. 
After that date the price will increase to 
$395. A non-refundable deposit of $75 
reserves your spot. 

11th Annual Swing for the Sisters
Golf Tournament 
September 29, 2018 
Littlestown, Pennsylvania
8:30 AM Tee Off
The tournament will be held at the
Flatbush Golf Club. Sponsorship
opportunities are available from
$100-$2,500. Price per golfer is
$75 or $300 per foursome.

Swing

Flatbush Golf Course
Littlestown, PA

for the Sisters
11th Annual Golf Tournament

EVENTS Join us for one or more of these upcoming events!
Your support makes it possible for our sisters to continue their good works.

2018
Sole Sister 5K Run • 1 Mile Fun Run/Walk
Saturday, October 13, 2018 
Saint Mary by-the-Sea Retreat House
Cape May, New Jersey
Start time for the 5K Run (professionally 
timed) is 9:30 AM and the 1 Mile Run/Walk is 
at 9:35 AM. Entry fee per person, per race is 
$20 for the 1 Mile, $25 for the 5K Run.

Sole Sister
RUN/WALK

5K • 1 Mile Fun Run/Walk

Celtic Golf Raffle 
May 7, 2018 Drawing 
Ireland Golf Trip for Two
Win a golf trip for two to Ireland!
Tickets $100 — Only 300 Tickets 
to be sold. Prize includes roundtrip 
coach class airfare, five nights in 
5 Star Killarney Park Hotel, full Irish breakfast 
daily four rounds of golf and rental car. 
See page 18 for more information.

Celtic Golf

Drawing May 7, 2018

RAFFLE


