Winter 2019

onewith
MAGAZINE OF THE SISTERS OF SAINT JOSEPH

SSJ Associates

Choosing
to Live the
SSJ Mission

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
SSJ Associates in Mission: Women and Men Who Love Boldly • Choosing to Live the SSJ Mission: SSJ Associates in Mission Ryan and Krista
Murphy • Answering the Call to the More: SSJ Associate Emily DePaul • Being an SSJ Associate in Mission • Nuns Who Cook: SSJ Associates in
Mission and Sisters of Saint Joseph Collaborate in a Delicious Event to Benefit Saint Joseph Villa • Sister Frances Patrice Kirk Inducted Into the
Delaware Valley Irish Hall of Fame In Memoriam • Celtic Golf: A Family Affair with an SSJ Connection • Celtic Golf Raffle • Saint Joseph Villa
Golden Anniversary Donor Recognition Wall Unveiled • Donor Advised Funds: Another Way to Donate to the Sisters of Saint Joseph • Events

Welcome to One With!
How familiar we are with the
words of Jesus at the Last
Supper, “Father, may they all be
one, as You are in Me and I am
in You, may they all be one in
us” (Jn. 17: 21). In these words,
Jesus reveals to us the deepest
desire of His Heart—the unity
of all people with God and one
another. Right relationships are
the path to such unity. While
this particular mission and charism have been entrusted to
us as Sisters of Saint Joseph, they also live in the hearts of
so many people who are drawn to follow Jesus.
This edition of One With focuses on relationships between
our Sisters and SSJ Associates in Mission. So often, these
relationships with Sisters stirred a desire that was already
alive deep within—a desire for unity. Read these stories of
our Associates who claim and live this mission each day,
even as we Sisters live it in our vowed lives. Our Associates
know that “being with God, the dear neighbor and all of
creation are one movement” (Maxim #59). It is a movement
of grace, bringing more unity and love into our world.
You will experience how our Associates live this mission
of unity as they “hold fast to the commitments that they
believe bring glory to God” (Maxim #67). See how they
live unioning, inclusive love as they interact with their
families—spouses, children and grandchildren—and in
their work and volunteer activities. They are a leaven in our
society and are truly our partners in spreading this mission.
As a Congregation, we have been inspired through our
relationships with our Associates and enriched beyond
measure by their holy lives. How grateful we are for them!
Thank you for all the ways you share in our mission of unity
as generous benefactors who are also united with us in
thought and prayer. Because of you, the circle of Jesus’
dream for unity continues to widen in our world, that all may
be one. We pray for you and your families each day. May
you experience deep within the tender, unconditional love
of God. We appreciate your generosity and the goodness of
your lives.
With prayerful gratitude,

Sister Anne Myers SSJ
Congregational President
*Maxims of the Sisters of Saint Joseph are 100 pithy “spiritual
nuggets” written by Father Jean-Pierre Médaille.
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Mailing List Update
Dear Readers,
On behalf of the Sisters of Saint Joseph, the Office of
Communications and the One With Magazine team—Happy
New Year!
Since our very first edition of this magazine in April 2012, it
has been a great privilege for us to share with you how the
Sisters of Saint Joseph and the SSJ Associates in Mission
are one with the dear neighbor each day through their
commitment to living the SSJ mission of unioning love.
This Winter 2019 issue is the 24th edition of One With. Our
magazine is produced three times a year and is mailed to
approximately 24,000 addresses.
We believe the new year is the perfect time to overhaul our
database. Your help is needed—if you do not wish to
receive this magazine please complete the form and
mail it to us. You may also email us at: onewith@ssjphila.
org. In the subject line type, “Remove from Mailing List”
and include your name and address exactly as it appears on
the mailing label, which is located on the back cover of the
magazine.
Gratefully,

Please remove me from the
One With Magazine mailing list
My name and address exactly as printed on the back
cover is:
Name:
Address:

City:					
State:			

We are
sorry to
see you
go!

Zip:

Please mail this form to:
One With Magazine
Mount Saint Joseph Convent
9700 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19118-2694

The One With Magazine Team

Standing, from left:
Cecilia Rupell,
Roberta Archibald SSJ,
Carole Pollock SSJ
Seated, from left:
Thérèse Ganly SSJ,
Ann Seif SSJ,
Ann Moriarty SSJ,
Cristina Diaz
Photo by Danielle
Santacroce
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SSJ Associates in Mission:

Women and Men Who Love Boldly
by Sister Rita Woehlcke SSJ, Director, SSJ Associates in Mission
With all the demands of daily life,
why would a busy mom, a young
therapist beginning her career,
a married couple with a toddler,
or a grandmother add another
layer of relationships to their
already full lives? I believe those
relationships are the seedbed
of the call to become an SSJ
Associate in Mission. God, faith,
family and the miseries of our
world call to them about being
part of something more human,
more decent, more wholesome
for themselves and those dear to
them and for the world they want
to pass on to future generations.
The call to association is
rooted in relationships. Some
associates have long and lasting
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connections with the Sisters of
Saint Joseph. More recently,
others are meeting the SSJ
spirit and spirituality through
associates themselves. The
call is basically an experience
of attraction or longing rooted
within the person. They desire a
deeper sense of belonging to a
community that embodies their
values and supports them in
becoming the one God dreamed
them to be.
The mission of the Sisters of
Saint Joseph, “We live and work
so that all people may be one
with God, one another and all
creation,” names a desire already
present in their hearts. The SSJ

vision of each person as “the
dear neighbor” resonates with
their spirits. Finally, the realization
that associates live this in the
ordinary circumstances of their
lives provides both relief and
challenge. They do not have to
add anything to their already
busy lives. They do embrace the
daily discipline of actively and
inclusively loving God and others,
moment by moment, relationship
by relationship. Who they are and
how they are with a difficult coworker, in the presence of hate
speech or with their spouses
are now all lived through the
SSJ lens. Some old comfortable
ways of thinking and behaving no
longer fit.

Association is a call. It is not
like joining a club or a service
group. It requires thought,
prayer and learning the spirit
and spirituality of the Sisters
of Saint Joseph. To allow time
for reflection and discernment,
the orientation process usually
spans a year. As they process
each orientation topic, they
are invited to continually ask
themselves, “Would living my life
each day through the lens of SSJ
spirituality help me to become
the one God dreamed me to be?”
Significantly, our associates
commit to becoming Associates
in Mission. They are not gathered
around the sisters. Rather, with
the sisters they gather around the
mission. They live the mission of
uniting
• Themselves with God,
• Themselves with others
• Others with God
• Others with others.

Like the sisters, they bring a
quality of presence wherever
they find themselves. This
presence is marked by a
willingness to be with the “dear
neighbor.” Most of us know
when someone is “with us.” It
is a felt sense of being valued,
seen, listened to, understood,
respected, treated as equal,
and enjoyed. Most of us know
what happens to us when we
are really with someone—we feel
their pain, cry their tears, laugh
their joys and find ourselves
enriched, our hearts expanded.
Our Associates in Mission
live this each day. Through
them, the spirit and spirituality
finds its way to myriad people
and circumstances. Through
them, people know a caring
presence, see an attentive face,
feel heartfelt hospitality, hear
affirming words and experience
the unbounded Love of the God
they cannot see.

Associate in Mission
Commitment
WE commit ourselves to
embrace the common
Mission of Unity in the daily
circumstances of our life by
developing bonds that link us
to God, to our dear neighbors
and all of creation.
WE commit to integrating our
lived experiences with the
core spirituality of the Saint
Joseph family and to encourage
actions toward justice.
WE commit to nourishing our
faith through personal and
communal prayer.
SSJ Associates in Mission,
pictured from left:
Trish Murphy, Lorraine Schroers,
Charlie Day, Deb Duffy, Kate
Magee, Jan McDonnell, Carolyn
Jenkins, Arlene McFarland,
Cristina Diaz, Andy Dougherty
and Mary Louise Johnson.
Photo by Kerry Rusak
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SSJ
Associates
in Mission

Associates in Mission enjoying the Saturday evening social during 2018 Associate Retreat.
Pictured from left: Judy Principe, Marylou Montuoro and Jane Basile
Photo by Cristina Diaz

For More
Information:
Associates in Mission are
Christian women and men,
18 years or older, with diverse
backgrounds. Some associates,
who are deeply dedicated to
Associates in Mission from Cape May and Somers Point gather together to participate in a
Regional Gathering of the Chapter 2019: Associate Consultation. Pictured from left:
Anne Hainsworth, Pat Dillon, Carol Fowler, Marie Austin, Ute Langkau, Laura Thomas,
Maureen Kolakowski, Pat Arabio, Dolly Rudloff, Jane Basile, Kathy Brown, Susan Slaninka
and Ursula Friedrich. Photo by Kerry Rusak

our mission and spirit, belong to
other paths but are committed to
spiritual growth and respect for our
tradition.
Visit the website www.ssjphila.org.
Speak with a Sister of Saint Joseph,
an Associate in Mission or call the
SSJ Associates in Mission Office
at 215-248-7239.

Lawrenceville, New Jersey Associates in Mission enjoy the Saturday evening social
at the 2018 Associate retreat. Pictured from left: Kathy Monticchio, Peg Joyce, Mary
Malley, Rita Woehlcke SSJ, Christine Barranco, Susan Commini, Lou Monticchio, Buff
Meyer, Cathe Della Badia and Donna Mehle. Photo by Cristina Diaz
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Choosing to Live the SSJ Mission
SSJ Associates in Mission Ryan and Krista Murphy
by Cristina Diaz, SSJ Associate in Mission

When you walk onto the Chestnut
Hill College campus, it is not only
beautiful visually, but there is this
warm, welcoming feeling you get
as you walk the halls; that feeling
only becomes stronger and more
noticeable as you meet members
of the College community. Krista
Bailey Murphy, Ph.D., dean of
student life and Ryan Murphy,
Ph.D., director of service-learning
have been two friendly faces at
the College since Ryan arrived
in October 2005, and Krista later
followed in July 2006.
“Not too long after working at
Chestnut Hill College, we jumped
in with both feet in regard to the
mission,” said Ryan. “I felt like
there were a lot of similarities in
my own life and spiritual journey
and found a lot of parallels to the
sisters’ spirituality that is lived out
in their mission and charism.”
Shortly after the Chestnut Hill
College Associate group was
born, Krista and Ryan knew that
becoming associates would
not only enrich their lives as a
married couple, but also help their
commitment to the students whom
they serve, the College and the
sisters.
“One conversation with Sister
Mary Darrah SSJ was really helpful
to me when reflecting on the
mission,” said Ryan. “Sister Mary
said that, ‘the mission has always
been in you; you just have to
uncover it.’ ”
The Murphy family—Ryan, Liam and
Krista
Photo by Cristina Diaz
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For members of the College
community, uncovering the
mission seems to be a journey
that is guided by the wisdom and
courage of the Sisters of Saint
Joseph.
“I work with Sister Roberta
Archibald SSJ all the time,”
said Krista. “She is very special
and near and dear to my heart.
With her I learned of the sisters’
courageous risk tasking. When the
sisters were refounded after the
French revolution, a group walked
over the Alps to Aosta, Italy; others
traveled by boat to the U.S. where
they did not speak the language.
They opened schools including
those for the children of slaves.
They did all of this work that was
so daring for their time, and as
a woman and as a professional,
I want to embody that in my life.
The idea of courageous risk-taking
impacts me daily in the work that
I do.”
Many members of the Chestnut
Hill College community benefit
from the presence of Sisters of
Saint Joseph on campus. The
sisters make the experience
of being Chestnut Hill College
employees, students or alumni
truly unique.
“The presence of the Sisters of
Saint Joseph at Chestnut Hill
College makes us so special,”
said Krista. “The fact that we still
have such a strong presence of
sisters brings our campus and this
mission alive. I think they are great
role models for our students. When
they hear about all of the different
journeys our sisters have taken, I
don’t think they can help but be
inspired.”
“Having the Motherhouse on the
campus is something that certainly
adds to the experience here,”
added Ryan. “It gives the College
community the opportunity to
see sisters in ministry beyond
education. Certainly, education has
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been so important to the Sisters
of Saint Joseph of Philadelphia,
but there is so much more work
that they do. The students get the
opportunity to witness and learn
about sisters in other sponsored
works nearby like the SSJ
Welcome Center, or sisters not
working in sponsored ministries
who minister in Delaware or in
North Carolina. I think it not only
shows a depth in religious life,
but also the witness of powerful,
independent women.”
As SSJ Associates, both
Krista and Ryan have made
the commitment to be present
throughout the Associate
Consultation Process. Krista is
currently serving on the Associate
Advisory Board, and Ryan
completed a term on the Board
prior to Krista.
“I am amazed at how much the
voices of the associates are
valued during the consultation
process and the sisters’ Chapter,”

said Krista. “To try to understand
this very complicated process of
‘going deeper’ and allowing the
associates to do that in a way that
parallels the sisters’ process says
so much about the sisters valuing
their relationship with associates
and the value they place on lay
people carrying their mission
forward.”
The mission of the sisters is
carried forward by Krista and Ryan
way beyond their work lives. Ryan
has successfully defended his
dissertation on the experiences
of American women religious in
the years of renewal after Vatican
II, and the couple have been
conscious of raising their five-yearold son, Liam, around the mission
and charism of the Sisters of Saint
Joseph.
In a reflection for the Global Sisters
Report, Ryan wrote: “Obviously,
as parents we want our son to be
patient, kind and understanding.
Knowing that he will mirror all of

Page 7
Pictured, from left: Roberta Archibald SSJ and
Krista Bailey Murphy
Photo by Cristina Diaz
Page 8
Pictured, from left: Michelle Lesher SSJ (Liam’s
godmother), Krista Bailey Murphy and Liam
Murphy
Photo by Ryan Murphy

“We pray for ourselves,
our God and our dear
neighbor.”
— Liam Murphy

our actions and words, my wife
and I try to bring the mission
and charism of the Sisters of
Saint Joseph into our home, in
hopes that he witnesses us being
persons who create unity rather
than division.”
When Krista and Ryan are not
around their son, the mission and
charism of the Sisters of Saint
Joseph is present in Liam’s school
day. They had made the decision
to enroll their son at NorwoodFontbonne Academy (NFA).
“From our first minute at NFA,
it was all about community and
relationship,” said Ryan. “With
Liam being in a sponsored work,
we also know from working at a
sponsored work that he would
start using language that we use.”
“It is very clear that when Liam
comes home and talks about his
dear neighbors and the morning
announcements, that the mission
is very alive at NFA, and the

mission is alive in a way that
resonates from three-year-olds
all the way to eighth graders,”
added Krista. “NFA’s commitment
to social justice, service learning
and their commitment to a diverse
community on campus was very
important to us.”
Throughout their years working
at the College, and behind their
decision to enroll Liam at NFA,
the Sisters of Saint Joseph have
been present to the Murphy family
to provide support in times of joy
and hardship. Those close to the
couple know that Krista and Ryan
had a very difficult time conceiving
Liam.
“I firmly believe that we have so
many Sisters of Saint Joseph
to thank for his creation,” said
Krista. “During that time when it
was really a struggle and a hard
place to be in, I started seeing
Sister Joan Riethmiller SSJ for
spiritual direction and through
that experience developed a very

close relationship with Sister
Michelle Lesher SSJ, who is Liam’s
godmother. I firmly believe that
there were a lot of sisters storming
heaven for Liam, and for his whole
life we’ll have a piece of that in
him, because there was certainly
some spiritual intervention that
took place for this miracle.”
Comprehending the mission of
the Sisters of Saint Joseph seems
to be a journey that is lifelong.
There is always another piece
of history to learn, or a concept
to reflect on that can offer you
a different interpretation on how
the mission can be lived. One
piece of the mission that seems
to be unwavering is the value of
relationship. By living supportive
and inclusive relationships we
participate in God’s desire,
“that all may be one.”
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Answering the Call to the More:
SSJ Associate in Mission Emily DePaul
The magis (màh-gis) “the more” is
a core value of Ignatian spirituality.
People striving for “the more”
make a whole-hearted choice to
follow God as they embrace the
desire to be a man or woman for
others. As a student at Mount
Saint Joseph Academy, SSJ
Associate in Mission Emily DePaul
was introduced to the Ignatian
Spirituality of the SSJ and “the
more.” As a sponsored ministry
of the Sisters of Saint Joseph, the
mission, charism and tradition
of the SSJ are woven into the
everyday fabric of school life.
Both teachers and students are
challenged to love and serve
God and neighbor with joy and to
respond with hope to the problems
of contemporary life.
Emily experienced the mission
and charism lived each day by
sisters ministering at the Mount.
“I am very grateful to my parents
for giving me the opportunity to be
taught by such strong and faithful
women at Mount Saint Joseph
Academy,” said Emily. “Whether
it was passing Sister Mary Dacey
SSJ in the hall and receiving a
warm smile or working with Sister
Pat Krochmal SSJ long after her
day had ended to learn algebra,
the sisters I encountered always
had an open heart and an open
door for me. They modeled a love
for the dear neighbor without
distinction.”
Sister Pat, who met Emily her
freshman year, recalled: “Emily
struggled with math because
of her lack of confidence.
Recognizing her ability, I worked
with her, and she became
more confident. In a quiet and
unassuming way, she helped other
students, reaching out to them in
any way she could.”
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Long after Emily graduated in
2001, she remained involved as
a Class Agent and member of
the Alumnae Board. Emily was
enriched by the service-learning
projects at the Mount so much
that she continued it through
college at Villanova University and
then graduate school at Drexel
University where she received her
Master’s of Public Health.
Years after her student-sister
relationships ended, Emily
continued to meet more sisters
and associates. Now as an adult,
Emily’s relationships with sisters
expanded her awareness of the
SSJ spirituality and mission. “I am
humbled by their gentle leadership
and how they work to live a life
empty of self,” said Emily. “Sister
Mary Dacey SSJ is a wonderful
friend and mentor to me. She
models the integrity, authenticity
and attentiveness that I strive to
bring to my work and relationships.
Sister Mary Darrah SSJ is a great
gift to me. She has the ability to
listen deeply and always knows
just what I need to hear.”
Emily’s life is filled with work
she loves, great friendships,
volunteering and various activities.
Still, she wanted to become
involved with other young adults
in a mission and leadershipcentered way. The SSJ Associates
in Mission caught her interest. She
asked her friend, Karleigh Rose
Pettit, who is an associate, about
the experience. Emily shared:
“As I learned more about the SSJ
charism, the call to ‘the more,’ I
was excited about the opportunity
to grow and learn as an associate.
Another reason I became an
associate is that it gives a name
to the way that I want to live my
life. I am a counselor and work
as a behavioral therapist for

“Association is a call. It
is not like joining a club
or a service group. It
requires thought, prayer
and learning the spirit and
spirituality of the Sisters
of Saint Joseph...they are
invited to continually ask
themselves, ‘Would living
my life each day through
the lens of SSJ spirituality
help me to become the
one God dreamed me to
be?’ ”
— Rita Woehlcke SSJ
children on the autism spectrum.
I see the same group of children
several times a week for therapy.
The amazing children I work
with teach me much more than I
could ever teach them, and I am
called to help them to be more
of themselves because of their
encounters with me.” To illustrate
this, Emily shared an anecdotal
story. “On my very first day as a
therapist, as I was fighting a case
of nerves, a little boy looked at me
and asked me if I thought he was
brave. In the moment, I replied
that of course he was brave, and
it never came up again as long as
I’ve known him. Looking back, I
know that was my invitation—my
call to “the more”—to give the best
effort of my heart each day. It was
a moment that quickly passed,
but a moment I remember when
I’m frustrated or when there is a
hard day. Being an associate isn’t
always easy. It’s about being brave
and stepping out first to help or
advocate when our dear neighbor

is being marginalized. As I tell the
children I work with, ‘everyone has
a place at our table and if needed,
we will make a bigger table.’”
Emily is a member of the
St. Genevieve’s Christian Growth
Group. “They have been very
supportive of me as a new
associate,” said Emily. “I could
not imagine a warmer or more
gracious welcome than the one I
received. In the few months that I
have known the associates in this
group; they have been the face
of God for me in so many ways.
Seeing how they respond to each
other and those they serve has
been inspiring. I am very excited
to continue to be a part of such
a dynamic group and know that
together we can do great things.”

in the everyday circumstances of
their lives. As a new associate,
Emily is still learning and growing
in this role. “Often, I will think to
myself that I could have done it
better or been more attentive,
been more patient at work, worked
harder to connect with a child. I
think that being an associate helps
me to open my heart and mind
to an awareness of the little ways
that I can respond to the call to
choose love—to choose active,
inclusive, reconciling love, even
when it’s hard or when others can’t
return it.” A new project underway
in Emily’s therapy room called the
‘Kindness Challenge’ is modeled
after the #LoveBoldly project
that Sister Marjorie Lawless SSJ
did with her class at Norwood-

“Emily supported many
of the Mount’s projects to
assist the dear neighbor.
Today, she continues to
live out the mission
assisting people in her
counseling.”
— Pat Krochmal SSJ

Sister Mary Dacey SSJ was the
President of The Mount when
Emily was a student. The two
women reconnected a few years
ago. “As I have gotten to know
her as a young adult, I would
say the mission is alive in her
heart, and that her relationship
with the Sisters of Saint Joseph
and associates has enabled her
to articulate that ‘heart life of
mission’ in ways that she might
not have recognized or articulated
previously,” said Sister Mary. “In
other words, I believe that for
some time, she had embraced and
lived our mission without having
the language to express it. It is
rooted deeply in her being.”
SSJ Associates in Mission strive to
live the SSJ mission and charism
From left: Marjorie Lawless SSJ
and SSJ Associate in Mission,
Emily DePaul, review plans for the
Kindness Challenge.
Photos courtesy Emily DePaul
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Fontbonne Academy last spring. Emily
explained: “When I see the children do acts
of kindness, they put a broken crayon in our
jar. When the jar is full, we are going to melt
the crayons, make them into multi-colored
heart shaped crayons, attach a kind note
and drop them off to our “grandfriends,” a
group of older adults at a local retirement
home that we visit. Slowly but surely, our jar
is filling up and the children are very excited
to spread kindness to their grandfriends.
Sister Marjorie graciously helps me adapt
the project to fit our needs, and the children
are making remarkable progress learning
to find value in being kind. To me, being an
associate is about finding moments of grace
and opportunities to live the charism—to
find the extraordinary in moments that
would otherwise be overlooked—to learn
from and love the people who are otherwise
overlooked.”
Sister Mary shared: “Emily’s spirit is on
fire with the mission and charism of the
Sisters of Saint Joseph because she has
an understanding and articulation now that
how she lived her life for so many years is
part of something bigger, deeper, and more
intentional. As we often say, ‘she did not
choose the charism; the charism chose
her.’ Certainly, her life has been enriched
through living the mission in the ordinary
relationships with family and friends, sisters
and associates, and in an extraordinary way
with the autistic children and co-workers.
But it is mutual. I believe that we Sisters of
Saint Joseph and the people of God have
been enriched by her embracing and living
our mission and charism, in ways that are
unique and sustaining.”
Emily looks forward to her future as an
associate. “I am hopeful that the associates
and SSJs can continue to support each
other in this important work that we have to
do,” said Emily. “To borrow the motto from
the Mount, “spes messis in semine”…the
hope of the harvest is in the seed. I hope
that as associates, we can plant the seeds
of the SSJ mission wherever we go!”
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Pictured top:
Emily DePaul
finds great joy
in her work
with children
for they have
taught her so
much.
Pictured
bottom: Emily
DePaul and
her dog Max (a
Lab/Cattle Dog)
support the
2018 Sole Sister
5K Run • 1 Mile
Fun Run/Walk.
Photos courtesy
Emily DePaul

Being an SSJ Associate in Mission...

Marianne Carr

Angie Sheffer

Mary Malley

“Being an associate allows me,
as a spiritual woman, to be able
to share that with women from all
different ages, different walks of life
and to feel that connectedness. To
get a sense of God from each one,
in a different way, helps me on my
spiritual journey.”

“When I was younger I wanted
to be an SSJ. Being an associate
allows me to be a part of the
Sisters of Saint Joseph, even
though God called me to another
vocation of being a wife, mother
and grandmother. My dreams and
desires about wanting to be a part
of the Sisters of Saint Joseph has
been fulfilled and I’m thankful.”

“Being an Associate in Mission
has deepened my own faith
life; deepened my spirituality. It
refreshes you in the way you live
your life. As I get older, as life
circumstances change, it’s given
me resources to better cope with
that and to remain centered within
myself, but still go outside of
myself to other people.”

Lucille Gerardi

Lou Monticchio

Jeanie Schwille

“Being an associate helps me to
be closer to the sisters. I had them
as teachers from kindergarten and
I always had that closeness with
them. The sisters were always so
good, warm, holy, and giving—I
loved that about them. They taught
me well. As I get older, I really
appreciated it more in my life and I
wanted to stay close to them. I can
never thank them enough. Being
an associate is my way of thanking
them.”

“Being an associate provides the
opportunity to be with other people
who share common values and
who share a love for the charism
of the SSJ. They are also working
toward, trying to live a more
prayerful and a more contemplative
way of being in the world. It’s good
to be around people searching,
trying to grow, and with those who
live basic gospel values, integrating
them into life as best as possible.”

“Being an associate allows me
to join with a community of likeminded people to spread the joy
and the charism of the Sisters of
Saint Joseph. The sisters have
been important to me my whole
life. Having the opportunity to join
with a group of people who are
focused on the same things is
really wonderful. We have learned
much about the congregation—
not just the history, which is
really important, but a deeper
understanding of what the
mission and charism really are.”
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Nuns Who Cook...
SSJ Associates in Mission and Sisters of Saint Joseph
Collaborate in a Delicious Event to Benefit
Saint Joseph Villa
Nuns Who Cook is a competitive
cook-off, where 12 sister/
associate teams will prepare and
present their favorite culinary
delights in a food festival-like
setting. Participants will enjoy a
small portion presented by each
team, and then help to determine
the winner by tipping the chefs!
Nuns Who Cook will take place
on April 6, 2019, at 6:00 PM at
Saint Joseph Villa in Flourtown,
Pennsylvania. Tickets are $50.
This new event is being
coordinated by a small committee
comprised of the SSJ Associates
in Mission—Mount Saint Joseph
Convent Group, with help from
the SSJ Development Office.
Committee members include
Dannah Addalli, Janet Beerley,
Elly Kline and Marylou Montuoro.
The idea for the event came from
Elly and Marylou who attended
a similar function—Men Who
Cook—at Assumption BVM Parish
in Feasterville, Pennsylvania.
Elly has been an associate since
1997 and is the committee chair.
She believes Nuns Who Cook
offers associates and sisters an
opportunity to collaborate in a fun
atmosphere, to build relationships
and benefit a good cause—Saint
Joseph Villa. “Nuns Who Cook
will raise funds, but the event
isn’t solely about that,” said Elly.
She believes it provides another
way for associates to build
relationships with one another
outside of their associate groups
and with sisters.

13

The committee will share the event
details with all associate groups
and solicit volunteers. “Thanks to
the SSJ Development Office, we
have a great logo, a Save the Date
card and a brochure,” said Elly.
“I want to involve as many of the
associate groups as possible, even
if only through financial support.
We hope to help each sister/
associate team with resources for
the food (up to $150). Associates
can also help by soliciting ads,
helping with decorations and
staffing the event.” To date, several
associates have been assigned to
sister chefs (two associates and
one sister make a team) and the
St. Genevieve Associate Group
has committed to spearhead
soliciting donations. Sponsorship
opportunities are available (see
page 13 for details).

Elly first encountered the Sisters
of Saint Joseph as an 8th grade
student at Christ the King
Elementary School and later at
Archbishop Ryan High School. Elly
shared: “The sisters who taught
me were great people.” Sister
Diane Driscoll SSJ was among her
favorites. “Sister Diane taught us
a lot about shared prayer, which
was a new thing in the late 60s and
early 70s. That’s where and when I
first caught the SSJ spirit.”
Elly treasures her relationships with
other associates and with sisters.
“It is the SSJ mission and charism
that ground me,” said Elly. “Living
the SSJ mission in the everyday
circumstances of my life helps me
to be mindful of each moment and
of the dear neighbor.”

Nuns Who Cook
Committee and
Development Staff,
standing from left:
Marylou Montuoro,
Dannah Addalli and
Elly Kline.
Seated, from left:
Nicole Schlein and
Kathy Pales SSJ.
Not pictured:
Janet Beerley
Photo by Cristina Diaz

Join
us!

Saturday, April 6, 2019
6:00 PM
Saint Joseph Villa
110 W. Wissahickon Avenue
Flourtown, PA 19031

Must be 21+ years to attend

Get
your
tickets
today!

Beer, wine &
soda included

Raffle
Baskets

Small

Games
of
Chance

For more information and to purchase tickets contact the
SSJ Development Office at 1-800-482-6510 or development@ssjphila.org

Sponsorship Levels
and Benefits

Program Book Advertising
Opportunities

Church Bells Beverage: $650 includes 8 tickets and
full page b&w ad, name or logo on social media
channels and on-site signage

Full page: color, inside front cover - 8”x10” — $500

Take the Veil Tableware: $550 includes 6 tickets
and full page b&w ad 		

Full page: color, outside back cover - 8”x10” — $500

Convent Choir’s Station: $200 includes 2 tickets and
half page ad
Pious Prayers Prizes: $100 includes 1 ticket and
recognition in program book
Individual Ticket: $50

Full page: color, inside back cover - 8” x 10”— $500

Full page: b&w 8”x10” — $300
Half page: b&w 8” x 5” — $175
Quarter page: b&w 5” X 4” — $100
Business Card: b&w $50
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Congratulations
Sister Frances Patrice Kirk SSJ
Inducted into the Delaware
Valley Irish Hall of Fame
by Sister Carole Pollock SSJ
On Sunday, November 18, 2018, Sister Frances Patrice
Kirk SSJ was honored by the Delaware Valley Irish Hall
of Fame for a lifetime devoted to education and service.
As chairperson and organizer of Project Children in
Philadelphia for over 30 years, she was able to make
an extraordinary impact on the lives of thousands of
children in both the United States and Northern
Ireland—specifically Belfast and Derry.
“Unless you saw the pictures of Belfast and the conflicts,
you could not understand it. You don’t realize how lucky
we are,” reflects Sister Frances.
The eldest of five, Sister Frances was born in Northeast
Philadelphia in 1932 to Frank Joseph Kirk and Elizabeth
Rose ‘Lizzie’ Falls. “My mother and father came here
from Ireland in 1923 and 1924 respectively,” says Sister
Frances. “My mother worked as a domestic. My father
landed at Ellis Island and proceeded to Norristown, PA,
where he lived with his sister, Bridget, for the next eight
years. He worked as an electrician and strung up electric
wires between the poles all throughout Montgomery
County.”
Sister Frances knew at an early age, as a student at
St. Leo School in Tacony, that she wanted to be a
sister. “I knew in first grade that I wanted to follow in
the footsteps of the sisters who taught me. They were
wonderful, all so loving and kind to the children—in the
classroom, the schoolyard, all through the building—you
could ‘feel’ it. They were solicitous for each one of us. I
wanted to do for the pupils I taught, what they had done
for me.” After graduating from St. Hubert High School,
Sister Frances worked for a year and then entered the
Sisters of Saint Joseph in 1951.
She is a graduate of Chestnut Hill College with a degree
in business science and a M.A. in Elementary Education
from Glassboro State College (now Rowan University).
Throughout her career, Sister Frances ministered to
students as both teacher and principal.
In 1975, during the height of The Troubles in Northern
Ireland, Dennis Mulcahy, a member of the NYPD’s Bomb
Squad, founded Project Children. The program was
designed to bring both Catholic and Protestant children
to the U.S. from Belfast to spend the summer away from
the violence they witnessed daily.
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Frances Patrice Kirk SSJ wears the Grand Marshal sash from the
1990 Philadelphia Saint Patrick’s Day Parade. She was the first
female to have this honor.

In 1977, Frances had just been missioned to Sacred Heart
Convent in Vineland, NJ., but was taking a summer course
at Rutgers University in New Brunswick, NJ, and living in
the convent there. One night she saw a photo in the New
Brunswick Press of two young girls from Belfast who were
spending some time that summer in the U.S. and were
being hosted by a family in Sacred Heart Parish. She was
intrigued—she wanted to know more. She contacted the
host family and learned that they hosted two girls every
summer. Sister Frances said, “I am interested. How do I get
involved?”
To bring a child to the U.S. through Project Children cost
$300—this included airfare and insurance. “I was told in
order to raise the money, I would have to sell chances,”
Sister Frances recalls. “That first summer I raised enough
to bring three children over and three families from Sacred
Heart Parish hosted them. Those families and their children
went to New York with me to meet the plane at JFK Airport

Pictured left: Project Children brochure cover
Pictured right: Frances Patrice Kirk SSJ is surrounded by family members who
attended the celebration.
Photos courtesy Frances Patrice Kirk SSJ

and welcome the children for
their six week stay. Although they
were initially a little homesick, the
children were very excited to come
to the U.S. The host families were
wonderful in helping them adjust—
often taking them to the store to
buy food they liked and with which
they were familiar. As the years
went on, the children stayed with
families in New Jersey, New York,
Pennsylvania and Washington
D.C.”

a little girl, age eight, whose father
was dying while on a Hunger Strike
in the Belfast Prison, looked for
me as soon as she got on the bus.
When she saw me, she came right
up to me and said, ‘Thank you.’
She knew enough to do that.”

Sister Frances has many moving
and heartwarming stories about
the children she met from Ireland.
But one memory—one simple
gesture—still brings tears to her
eyes. She recalls: “We had just
met the children at the Airport and

Throughout the 40 years of the
program, over 23,000 young
Catholic and Protestant children
traveled to the U.S. for a summer
holiday respite from the everyday
violence and strife of their
homeland. “Those children went

She also reflects: “I think if my
mom and dad had settled in
Belfast and had not come to the
U.S. unless they had to, I would
have been one of those children.”

back and made a difference,” says
Sister Frances. “The Peace Accord
that was signed 20 years ago was
no doubt informed by the children
who learned to mix and get along
with Protestants, Catholics, Jews
and Muslims whom they had met
during their summer visits in the
U.S. They learned through that
experience to see differently and
their eyes were opened. They saw
that people could live together.”
Congratulations, Sister Frances
for your dedication, service, love
and example to all those deserving
children. We come right up to you
with love and gratitude and say,
‘THANK YOU.’
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Sister’s Irish Children
Led to Parade Honors
by Sister Kathleen Leary SSJ
Excerpts reprinted from The Catholic Standard and Times (1990)

When Sister Francis Patrice SSJ, the first
woman and first Religious Sister to be Grand
Marshal for the Philadelphia St. Patrick’s Day
Parade, prays at the annual Mass held in St.
Patrick’s Church before the parade, her prayers
will be for peace in Ireland.
“The Mass at St. Patrick’s will have great
significance for me,” said the smiling Sister
of Saint Joseph, who says she has loved the
parade since she was “very young walking in a
parade with my father.”
“But marching down the Parkway to
Independence Hall should be significant for all
Irish-Americans,” she said. “The Irish have been
involved in the revolutionary, civil and other wars
for the U.S. and it’s time in God’s name that
Ireland, too, has her freedom.”
...Though her parents were both born in County
Tyrone, Sister herself wasn’t aware of the terrible
worry they had concerning their people in the
“old country”.
“My parents didn’t talk about the crisis in Ireland
when we were growing up,” she said reflectively.
“They kept it close to their hearts. It was on a
visit to Ireland with my dear mother that I saw
first hand how the children were living. I realized
that I would have been part of the Belfast
children. I always knew they were from Northern
Ireland, but that summer, I realized I, too, was
part of that Northern Ireland scene.”
...“When I heard I was Grand Marshal,” she said,
“the first thought I had was, ‘Three cheers for
the Sisters of Saint Joseph!’
It is my community, the Sisters of Saint Joseph,
who have allowed me—through the many
programs of peace and justice in which we as
a community have always been involved—to
participate so fully in helping these children. Our
community has many world-concerns and they
have encouraged me to follow mine.”
Pictured top three photos: Grand Marshal Frances
Patrice Kirk SSJ carries a bodhran along parade
route with a banner behind her that reads,
“St. Patrick Bring Peace to the Children of Ireland.”
Sister stands in front of the main grandstand.
Pictured bottom photos: Frances Patrice Kirk SSJ
with host families
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In Memoriam
We remember with love each of these women, our sisters
and friends, who died recently. We celebrate their lives and
the example they offered to the Sisters of Saint Joseph, their
families, their friends, the Church and the world. These women
embraced the call to “Let your life be a continuous act of
love.” (Maxims of the Little Institute)
They lived lives of faithfulness and commitment while they
were with us, and we depend upon them now to continue to
pray on our behalf. May they rest in the arms of the loving God
they so faithfully served!

Photo: Connie Murphy

Sister Joan Mary Bannigan
(formerly Sister John Alice)
January 1, 2019

Sister Veronica Maria Stawski
(formerly Sister Ann Louis)
December 29, 2018

Sister Mary Regina Steffe
(formerly Sister Margaret Alphonsus)
December 12, 2018

Sister Margaret K. Siegfried
(formerly Sister John Dismas)
December 11, 2018

Sister Kathleen Bonawitz
(formerly Sister John Augustine)
December 7, 2018

Sister Marian L. Steiner
(formerly Sister Saint George)
December 4, 2018

Sister Leona Tucker
(formerly Sister Elizabeth Leona)
December 2, 2018

Sister Agnes Marie Gunn
(formerly Sister Agnes David)
October 19, 2018

Sister Adrienne C. Bradley
(formerly Sister Martin Denise)
October 6, 2018

Sister Eleanor Pierre Catterall
September 22, 2018
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Celtic Golf: A Family Affair with an SSJ Connection
For more than 20 years, the Sisters
of Saint Joseph have partnered
with Celtic Golf to raffle off a dream
golf vacation for two to Ireland.
The tour operator, headed by the
husband and wife team Jerry and
Josephine Quinlan and staffed by
family members, have something in
common with the Sisters of Saint
Joseph—Sister Margaret Beatrice
Harrington SSJ. Aunt Bea, as
Sister was known to the Quinlan
and Harrington clans, was sister
to Jerry’s mother, Margaret Mary
Harrington.
Sister was a frequent visitor to the
Quinlan household. “Aunt Bea,
was a big influence in my life,” said
Jerry. “She was a lovely person.”
Josephine shared: “Aunt Bea
was an amazingly extraordinary
person—she made everyone feel
so special. You could ask anyone
in the family—we all thought Aunt
Bea liked us best.” In fact, there
was an Aunt Bea likes me best joke
in the family. Josephine explained:
“Someone would proclaim, ‘Aunt
Bea likes me best.’ Others would
then say, ‘No. Aunt Bea likes me
best.’ She was a special lady and
Jerry’s mom was lost when she
passed away—she lost her best
friend and her confidant.”
Quite a few SSJs were an everyday
part of Jerry’s life. His father, Jack,
owned Quinlan’s—a butcher shop
in the Olney section of Philadelphia.
As delivery boys for the business,
Jack and his brother regularly
supplied several convents with their
meat orders. “That butcher shop
is the reason Celtic Golf is here
today,” said Jerry. Jack, who never
had a vacation, sold the shop and
retired to Cape May, New Jersey
to help his daughter, Maureen,
with her Cape May restaurant,
Maureen’s. Jerry explained:
“Because it was a seasonal
business, Dad decided to take up
golf.” Jerry’s mother thought a golf
trip to Ireland would be the perfect
retirement gift for her husband. At
that time, Jerry worked in the travel
industry, contacted friends at Aer
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Lingus and asked for suggestions.
They advised Jerry to go over and
take a look at the golf courses—
which they believed were the next
up-and-coming niche market for
Ireland tourism.
Jerry traveled to Ireland and found
amazing seaside links golf courses
that accepted the American visitor.
Jerry recalled: “I came back to
my parents and said, ‘You put this
all together—the Irish people, the
scenery, the music, then playing
golf there—it’s a really nice thing.
I think we should go to the Avalon
Golf Club and promote a trip, and
we’ll take Dad on that.’ I remember
when we first started, we had a
brochure party at the house where
we would stuff brochures in the
envelopes. Everyone in the family
would put a stamp on it and seal
it.” Ready for any good work, Aunt
Bea participated. “I remember she
put the first brochure on the altar.
Then, all of a sudden, somebody
called and asked about a golf
vacation for two to Ireland.”
“We brought 13 people over with
Aer Lingus, and when we got back,
the people carried me off the plane,
they were so excited over what
they just experienced,” said Jerry.
“I thought we should start this
business—the whole family agreed,
and we went with it.” Jerry painted
houses on weekends to earn extra
cash, which he used to buy a

10-word ad for $25 a letter, in the
classified section of Golf Digest.
Celtic Golf was born in 1990. Jerry
shared: “We did it, and first we
brought 165 people, then 330,
then 500 and in the year 2000 we
brought over 2,000 people.”
The Quinlan’s love Ireland so much,
they bought a house in Killarney
and reside there half of the year.
Josephine shared: “In our home in
Ireland, we have this beautiful clock
in the kitchen, it’s a big, round,
cream-colored clock with the name
Beatrice printed on the clock face.
When we saw it in the store, we
knew it had to be ours.”

Margaret Beatrice Harrington SSJ.
“Aunt Bea”

Celtic Golf staff, pictured from left, Greg O’Mahony, Michele Barbieri, Jerry Quinlan,
Josephine Quinlan, Tracey Fox and Hugh Murray.
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Win

It’s Back!

Celtic
Golf
Raffle

a Trip for Two to Ireland

Ticket
$100
Only 300
to be sold

Distinctive Travel Experiences
www.celticgolf.com

Drawing May 6, 2019 at Saint Joseph Villa, Flourtown, PA
Round-trip Coach Class
International flights to
Shannon, Ireland

Ballybunion Golf Club,
Dooks Golf Club,
Tralee Golf Club and
Waterville Golf Links

Get your ticket!
Complete the form
below.

Five nights in the 5 Star
Killarney Park Hotel,
Killarney Co, Kerry

Full Irish breakfast
daily

Proceeds benefit the
Sisters of Saint Joseph

Flights and land arrangements are
subject to availability.

Chestnut Hill • Philadelphia

(Double or Twin Occupancy)

Self-drive Hertz car
rental with automatic
transmission

Valid May 2019
through May 2020

Important
Information

All Hotel Taxes and Service Charges
included. No monies will be
refunded for any unused portion
of the tour. The law requires that a
raffle prize be taxable to the winner
in the year that the prize is made
available.

P U RC H A S E YO U R T I C K E T O N L I N E AT. . .
h t t p s : //s s j p h i l a . g i v e z o o k s . c o m /e v e n t s / 2 0 1 9 - c e l t i c - g o l f - i r e l a n d - t r i p - r a f f l e

or Return this sec tion to purchase your ticket(s)
Please send me # __________ Ireland Chance(s) at $100 each. My total enclosed is $ ___________
Name:
Address:

Credit Card Payment

City, State, Zip:

Visa			
American Express

Phone:
Email:

Card#:

Please make checks payable to:
Sisters of Saint Joseph

For more information call:
(800) 482-6510 or email

Return to:
Sisters of Saint Joseph Development Office development@ssjphila.org
9701 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19118-2694
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Mastercard
Discover

CV Code:

Exp. Date:

Signature:
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Saint Joseph Villa Golden Anniversary
Donor Recognition Wall Unveiled
by Sister Carole Pollock SSJ
With the sound of a trumpet
fanfare, the veil fell revealing
the Golden Anniversary Donor
Recognition Display in the lobby
of Saint Joseph Villa on the
evening of November 17, 2018.
Sister Dorothy Apprich SSJ,
Executive Director, welcomed
benefactors, members of the
General Council, Villa staff,
Development staff, residents of
the Villa, family and friends who
gave so generously to help make
the Renewal and Revitalization of
Saint Joseph Villa successful. “As
we come to the end of our Golden
Anniversary year at the Villa, we
know that, as a result of this time
of renewal and revitalization, a
new moment on our journey has
indeed already begun. I don’t take
this for granted and I know beyond
a doubt that this is possible only
because of God’s grace and the
support of so many persons like
you who have companioned us
on the journey. Your generosity in
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sharing your time, your talent and
your treasure has been a great
gift to Saint Joseph Villa and has
enriched the lives of our residents
for whom the Villa is home.”
Sister Anne Myers SSJ,
Congregational President,
graciously added her thanks:
“We are grateful for the Villa
Staff, Development Office Staff
and Golden Anniversary Steering
Committee. There is one other
person who also needs to be
thanked—and that is Sister
Dorothy! How you continued
to lead the Villa and to oversee
daily operations in the midst of
electric drills, hammers, hardhats,
coordinating bedroom moves and
assisting with the celebrations of
the 50th Anniversary year has been
amazing.
Tonight, we give thanks in a very
special way, for our many donors.
Your generosity, prayers and
support of us have been pure gift!

We honor those present tonight
and the many who are with us in
spirit as we recognize their names
or the names of their loved ones
on our Donor Recognition Wall.
Walking into our Villa now is
a whole different experience
than it was four years ago. We
are delighted with our extreme
makeover. You have made the
golden years of our sisters and
residents here at our Villa more
comfortable, warm and homey.
You have brought joy to their
hearts and ease to their living.
Thank you so much for all your
goodness and for participating in
our mission of union with God and
all people in such a special way.”
Following the Prayer Service,
unveiling, and blessing of the
display, everyone gathered for a
reception around the glowing fire
place in the Maguire Lounge.
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Donor-Advised Funds

Another Way to Donate
to the Sisters of Saint Joseph
by Danielle Santacroce

Did you Know?

A Donor-Advised Fund, or Gift Account,
is a giving vehicle which is administered
by a charitable sponsor (i.e. Schwab
Charitable, Vanguard, Fidelity, etc.). You
can donate to a nonprofit organization
like the Sisters of Saint Joseph, Chestnut
Hill, Philadelphia through a Donor-Advised
Fund.

• When you make
contributions to
your Gift Account
you are eligible for
a charitable gift tax
deduction.

Once you have set up your account and
contribute to your gift account, you can
direct the account manager to disperse
a “grant” to a specific 501(c) (3) public
charity organization like the Sisters of
Saint Joseph (Tax ID – 23-1352546).

• Gifts to the Sisters
of Saint Joseph
are convenient and
simple to make
through your DonorAdvised Fund.

A Gift Account or Donor-Advised Fund
with a sponsoring organization allows you
to make a tax-deductible, non-revocable
gift and have control over when, how and
to whom your money is distributed!

• Setting up recurring
donations to
continue supporting
mission and causes
important to you is
easy!

INVEST
WITH YOUR
FINANCIAL
ADVISER/
CHARITABLE
SPONSOR

DONATE

YOUR

Visit our website at
http://www.ssjphila.org/
home/support-our-mission/
types-of-giving/givingthrough-a-gift-account/
for more information and
access to our DAFDirect
Portal.

DONOR-ADVISED FUND

$

TO YOUR FUND
AND RECEIVE
A TAX DEDUCTION

GRANT

CASH

STOCKS

OTHER
ASSETS
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Mount Saint Joseph Convent
9701 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19118-2694
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
www.SSJphila.org
Blog
Facebook
Flickr
Twitter
YouTube

www. http://ssjphila.blogspot.com
www.facebook.com/ssjphiladelphia
http://bit.ly/ssjflickr
http://twitter.com/ssjphila
http://bit.ly/ssjyoutube

Do you know someone who would like to receive One With?

Send the name and mailing address to us at the address above, or email onewith@ssjphila.org or phone 215.248.7269

EVENTS

Join us for one or more of these upcoming events!
Your support makes it possible for our sisters to continue their good works.

Nuns Who Cook
April 6, 2019 • 6:00 PM
Saint Joseph Villa
Join us at this competitive cook-off, where
12 Sister/Associate teams prepare and
present their favorite culinary delights in
a food festival-like setting. Enjoy a portion
presented by each team, and then help to
determine the winner by tipping the chefs!

Women’s Wellness
Weekend
2019

Sponsorship/advertising opportunities available. See
pages 13-14 for more information.

Celtic Golf
RAFFLE

Drawing May 6, 2019

Celtic Golf Raffle
May 6, 2019 Drawing
Ireland Golf Trip for Two
Win a golf trip for two to Ireland!
Tickets $100 — Only 300 Tickets to be sold.
Prize includes round-trip coach class airfare,
five nights in 5 Star Killarney Park Hotel, full
Irish breakfast daily, four rounds of golf and
rental car. See page 20 for more information.

Swing
for the Sisters

12th Annual Golf Tournament

Flatbush Golf Course
Littlestown, PA

Women’s Wellness Weekend
May 31-June 2 or September 6-8, 2019
Saint Mary by-the-Sea Retreat House
Cape May Point, New Jersey
Early Bird price of $375 must be paid in
full by May 12th for the May/June weekend
and June 30th for the September weekend.
After that date the price will increase to
$395. A non-refundable deposit of $75
reserves your spot.
12th Annual Swing for the Sisters
Golf Tournament
September 28, 2019
Littlestown, Pennsylvania
8:30 AM Tee Off
The tournament will be held at the
Flatbush Golf Club. Sponsorship
opportunities are available from
$100-$2,500. Price per golfer is
$75 or $300 per foursome.

Please contact the Sisters of Saint Joseph Office of Development for more information:
www.ssjphila.org • 1-800-482-6510 • development@ssjphila.org
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