onewith
Winter 2022

MAGAZINE OF THE SISTERS OF SAINT JOSEPH

Our

farewell

to Saint Mary by-the-Sea

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Sisters Address Food Insecurity • Our Farewell to Saint Mary by-the-Sea • Norwood-Fontbonne Academy Celebrating 100 Years
A Season of Grace in a House by the Sea • Mount Saint Joseph Academy Student Addressess UN Meeting • October Jubilee Celebration
In Memoriam • Annual Report of Giving Update • Celtic Golf Raffle

Dear Friends,
As we turn the calendar
to a new year, many
of us are tempted to
make some resolutions
to improve our lives.
While changing
patterns of behavior
is never easy, taking
the time to rethink our
priorities can help keep us
on a healthy track physically,
mentally and spiritually.
What have we learned during these past months that can
help us evaluate our personal goals and make choices
that will lead to a more balanced life?
As I listen to resolutions, it is rare to hear one that
focuses on our need to continue to grow in our spiritual
life, to commit more serious time to our relationship
with the One who has created and continues to sustain
us. What a grace it is to be given the chance to begin
again! Whatever time of the year it may be, each one of
us is offered unconditional love which will, ultimately,
be what makes us whole. The presence of our loving
God and God’s action in our lives is a constant. As our
Maxim says: “God’s free gift of love supports your life at
every moment. Rely on it.” Perhaps the most practical
resolution we can make is to accept all the love we are
offered.
While we “hibernate” in these days of winter, we are so
grateful for all the ways in which you participate in our
mission. Our Sisters, Associates and Partners in Mission
continue to respond to so many needs that have been
exacerbated by the pandemic. Our ministry of spirituality
may look different but continues to thrive. We are
always happy to celebrate all the signs of life around us,
especially our Villa Sisters’ Jubilees and the longevity of
the community at Norwood Fontbonne Academy.
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May 2022 be a year of healing, hope and peace for each
of you, your families and for our world. Remember to rely
on God’s love!
Gratefully,
General Council
Maureen G. Erdlen SSJ
Congregational President
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Sisters Address Food Insecurity
Two years into the COVID-19 pandemic, too few people who lost jobs and shuttered their businesses have recovered.
Whether it's a restaurant, hotel, or clothing store, mitigating the virus has significantly increased the cost of doing
business. At home, sticker shock is everywhere. Whether it's at the grocery store, the gas pump, or your utility bill, the
cost of living has risen dramatically over the past year. The U.S. Department of Labor reports that the pace of inflation
has hit a 39-year high. For every American, living paycheck to paycheck, paying bills and putting food on the table
is more difficult when your dollar doesn't stretch as far. Inflation, coupled with the economic impact of the COVID-19
pandemic, has wreaked havoc on all but the very wealthy. Today, the extent of food insecurity is nothing short of
staggering.
In New Jersey, Sisters of Saint Joseph, who work to combat food insecurity in Camden and Newark have witnessed the
need for food assistance skyrocket.

Pierre Toussaint Food Pantry • Newark, NJ
At the Pierre Toussaint Food Pantry in Newark,
NJ, Sister Linda Klaiss SSJ has been astounded
by the level of food insecurity. She managed the
food pantry for 20 years in addition to her 34year ministry as a Pastoral Associate/Religious
Education Coordinator at St. Mary Parish. Sister
Linda shared: "I've seen a lot of change over 25
years. I took on the pantry assignment, thinking that
we would work at it and soon we wouldn't need
food pantries. Here we are, and we need
them even more than at the any time in the years
that I've been working with it."

Pictured top: Pierre Toussaint Food Pantry in Newark, NJ
Photo: courtesy Linda Klaiss SSJ
Pictured bottom: Linda Klaiss SSJ at the Pierre Toussaint
Food Pantry in Newark, NJ
Photo: Cristina Diaz

2

The pantry is located in the basement of St. Benedict's Preparatory
School. "I remember the day we closed the school down at the
beginning of the pandemic. We were to have the pantry the next day,"
said Sister Linda. Although everything on the property was closed,
the pantry could remain open if it moved outside to the sidewalk. If
there was a need and food to meet it, she was determined to keep the
pantry going. "On a usual Saturday, we would have maybe 60 families.
That pantry day we had the 60 plus a few more. Each Saturday, as
we opened, the need just grew and grew. We were servicing almost
400 on a Saturday morning during the worst of the pandemic. The line
would go down the street around the corner and down the side street.
It was just unbelievable that there were that many people coming every
Saturday morning. It was a bit overwhelming because we would serve
maybe 200 for a month in the past, and here we were doing 400 every
Saturday morning. I wish I could say that it's really resolved itself and
that the need has gone down. Our volunteers laughed at me because
every Saturday, I'd say, 'This is the week we're going to be below
200,' and they would say, 'Yeah, yeah.' It doesn't happen. We dipped
between 200 and 250, and now we're up to the 300's again."
Sister Linda believes that food insecurity is all around us; often, it's
hidden and goes unnoticed. In New Jersey, one out of every five
children is experiencing food insecurity. "At first, I thought that statistic
couldn't be true. We have almost 1,000 students at St. Benedict's
Prep, and we couldn't have that many here, experiencing hunger," said
Sister Linda. Teachers soon started approaching her to ask if there was
any food available for children in their classrooms. "Thank God our
teachers are paying attention, noticing when children suddenly return
to the lunch line for more food and asking if their families need help.
Teachers have delivered the food to homes."
Sister Linda shared: "We take a lot of pride in trying to provide the best
we can for these people that come to us every Saturday morning. If
you're going to wait in line, you want to wait in line for a pantry that's
going to really help your need. I think our pantry does that. Our clients
are so grateful. We have polled them and asked what they would like
to see in the bag that isn't there. They said, 'You're giving us really
what we need—just the two big things are meat, and that's gotten so
expensive and not so available to us but also fresh produce.'" Sister
Linda believes it is essential that clients leave with a bag of fresh
produce and fresh eggs whenever possible. "If we have bread, butter,
and cheese besides the canned goods, that's ideal. Canned goods are
great, and they can work well, but you don't want to live on canned
goods. When they leave us, they have enough food to help support
what they can provide for their families each week."
The secret to success for any food pantry is having enough reliable
volunteers—packing bags in preparation for distribution and on
each pantry day. Sister Linda believes she is blessed with wonderful
volunteers—many of them students. When the pandemic first shut
things down in Newark, pantry volunteers did not disappoint. Sister
Linda shared: "Many people were afraid to intermingle. I had a group
of retired friends, couples that said, 'I don't want to be out with the
clients, but I'll come and help you.' "Volunteers now use a rotation
schedule to pack bags all day Friday. Other volunteers work Saturday
morning. "I wonder if they are going to get tired of doing this. But I
think there's a certain amount of satisfaction for people when they
find a place that speaks to their heart, where they believe they can
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Photos: courtesy Linda Klaiss SSJ
Pictured top: Pierre Toussaint volunteers
Pictured bottom: from left, Maureen Walsh SSJ and
Linda Klaiss SSJ with members of the Eko Club
of New Jersey. Through the club's generosity, 300
turkeys were distributed to three hundred families
in Newark.

MEND's Green Bean Bus and the Sweet Pea Van

make a real difference for others.
On Saturday morning, I have a
woman who drives up from Sea
Girt to be here, and she's been
with me every Saturday morning.
She stands outside and helps sign
in the clients. When we did our
Thanksgiving food distribution,
I first thought we had too many
volunteers out on the sidewalk. But
then I thought it was a wonderful
witness that people care and
want to help others. We are the
meeting place for those that are
in need and for those who are so
generous, who want to be part of
this."
Pierre Toussaint belongs to a
pantry organization called Meeting
Essential Needs with Dignity
(MEND) network. It's an interfaith
hunger-relief network of over
20-member food pantries and
community partners in Essex
County, NJ. Sister Linda is on the
Board of Trustees. MEND operates
the Fresh Food Hub, a centralized
warehouse in Orange, NJ. The Hub
provides greater access to more
locally-grown, culturally relevant,
and desired fresh and healthy
food to patrons—and transforms
the culture of the traditional food
pantry. MEND introduced the
Hub in early 2020, after receiving
the 2019 Impact100 Essex grant
award. Throughout the pandemic,
it has used it to build strategic
food donation and purchasing
partnerships to source, store, and
transport more fresh and healthy

Photos: courtesy Linda Klaiss SSJ

food throughout its network.
Ultimately, Pierre Toussaint isn't
the only pantry seeing an increase
post-COVID; MEND member
pantries have reported a three
to five fold increase in visitors to
pantries. During that same period,
MEND's food sourcing efforts
increased from 50,000 pounds of
food in 2019 to 400,000 pounds in
2020 – a 700% increase.
Not everyone who needs food can
get to food pantries. MEND has
a solution to help. Sister Linda
shared: "We have a school-busturned-mobile-food-pantry called
the Green Bean. The seats were
all taken out and replaced with
shelving." The bus is painted
green with illustrations of fruits
and vegetables. That bus, filled
with food, arrives at a site, and
workers open doors, put out the
tables, place the food on them and
do like a farmers market on the
sidewalk. "When we opened the
Hub, we knew that we couldn't use
the bus for everything, so we got
a little van we call the Sweet Pea.
Our Sweet Pea is out on the road
every day. Every Friday morning, it
shows up here with cases of eggs,
fresh produce and whatever else is
needed."
Pierre Toussaint Food Pantry
receives food through federal
and state programs. Businesses,
organizations, churches and
individuals donate food and money
for operations. The SSJ Mission

Fund continues to provide support
as well. "During the height of
the pandemic, people became
aware of food insecurity because
television and newspaper reports
showed lines of people waiting
for food. I had people stop at my
door, put money in my hand, and
say, 'I hope this will help with what
you're doing.'" As the government
stimulus funds began, those new
donations stopped. "I think people
thought the stimulus money meant
everybody would be okay now.
But it's not. I read recently that
following the great recession of
2008, it took 10 years for people
affected to recover. If that was true
then, look at the world situation
right now. There are so many
people who have not gotten back
to work or are working only parttime, or what they're being paid
is not enough given the inflation
of everything around them.
Everything has gone up except
the money that they're bringing
home."
Donations to the pantry surge
during Thanksgiving and
Christmas holidays. "We have
a great abundance of food in
November and December—that's
great. To the people who donate
at that time, I say, 'Thank you,
thank you, thank you, but please
come back and see me again in
January and March when things
are much tighter. Nobody thinks
about donating to pantries then.
Maybe, we don't want to admit
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that there are this many people in
our county—this Land of Plenty—
that are still in need.
This community, this ministry, is a
privileged place to be. And God is
so good because we keep getting
what we need. I keep saying as
long as people are in need and
God gives us what we need, we'll
keep doing it."

Maureen Walsh SSJ sorts and organizes food for the Pierre Toussaint Food Pantry.

SSJ Neighborhood Center • Camden, NJ
In the Cramer Hill neighborhood
of Camden, tackling hunger
is an essential program of the
SSJ Neighborhood Center.
A sponsored ministry of the
Congregation, the Neighborhood
Center, held its Dedication and
Blessing on June 1, 2019. Before
that event, however, work had
already begun to foster a sense
of community, uniting neighbor
to neighbor and neighborhood
to neighborhood. The Center is
located in the building-front of
Christus Lutheran Church. The
Community Food Pantry serves
those in need of supplemental
food assistance. On the third
Wednesday of every month, from
2:30-6:30 PM, dedicated staff and
volunteers distribute food from
the South Jersey Food Bank and
generous donors. This service
offers fresh produce, frozen meat,
canned goods, and a variety of
other donated items, including
toiletries, bedding, and paper
goods.
Sister Bonnie McMenamin SSJ
has served as the director of
the Neighborhood Center since
2017, through the planning
and renovation, to today.
5

Christus Lutheran Church had
an established food pantry and
the Church's pastor, Rev. Jesse
Brown, asked the Neighborhood
Center to take over its operation.
Sister Bonnie shared: "When we
took on the operation of the food
pantry, approximately 18 people
were using it. Today, we serve
about 250 people." Servicing
that many clients requires many
volunteers, organization and

coordination with the South
Jersey Food Bank. In addition
to providing food, the staff and
volunteers focus on building
relationships and fostering a sense
of community. "When we first
started, people would come into
the hall downstairs and sit there in
silence. After that, we focused on
building community and people
started to chit chat with each
other. It's exciting to watch the

transformation of the people that
were coming to the food pantry.
We have people that work with
the Christus Lutheran Church
who helped with the original food
pantry and who continue to help
us, and they, too, are excited
about the evolution."
Sister Bonnie added, “There have
been so many neighbors who
have lost their jobs and if they
didn’t lose their jobs completely,
their hours have been cut. So
many of our clients worked for
the hospitality industry in different
hotels, the restaurant industry or in
warehouses. Their lives have been
so impacted and tough decisions
must be made between food, rent
and utilities. We have been lucky
enough to be able to provide
assistance in these situations.”
With so many in need, feeding
as many neighbors as they can is
very important to the team at the
Neighborhood Center. Sister Mary
Berryman SSJ and Pastor Jesse
go to the South Jersey Food Bank
together to pick up as much food
as they can before each pantry
day. “The food bank knows that
we will accept anything extra
that they are willing to give us,”
shared Sister Bonnie. “For today’s
pantry, we accepted a whole
pallet full of onions and collard

greens. I don’t think other food
pantries can handle distributing
fresh vegetables, but they know
Sister Mary and Pastor Jesse will
absolutely take it!”

I think what makes this food pantry
different from others is that we
give out a lot more food than other
pantries do, it is well organized,
and no one gets turned away.”

As for the kinds of foods the
neighbors receive on pantry
day, that depends on what the
government has given the Center
and what has been donated.
“Whatever the government gives
us and whatever we have that has
been donated is what goes in the
bags,” said Sister Mary. “We serve
people from all different countries,
and they all like beans, so we
include a lot of beans and rice. We
also have introduced the neighbors
to a lot of foods like corn, green
beans and peas.”

Like any well-oiled machine, there
is typical wear and tear. Items that
are essential for food distribution
eventually give out. Tents get torn
from wind and rain, tables give
out from weight and trips up and
down stairs, or carts the neighbors
borrow to take food to their cars
get holes in them. “I would love
for all of our neighbors to have a
cart so they can wheel their food
where they need to take it. It would
also help them outside of the
pantry days. Many use their baby
carriages to store food and hold
their babies while they are in line.”

The Neighborhood Center also
does not turn away clients who
would need food on a day other
than a pantry day. When someone
comes to the door, they will always
get something. “People can come
whenever they want for food.
They just won’t get as much as
they would on a food pantry day.
There are two women who give
us casseroles that they make
regularly, and we freeze those.
Although we don’t have meat to
give them, they will get a casserole
and some canned goods.”

Photos: Cristina Diaz
Page 5
SSJ Neighborhood Center
Page 6
Sister Mary Berryman SSJ
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Just as the founding sisters of
LePuy, France, taught lace making
to the women and children of
the community to give them
an opportunity to make their
own livelihood, one goal the
Neighborhood Center tries to
achieve is helping the neighbors
to become self-sufficient. “We
have 19 garden beds, so that
has been a good way to build
relationships among neighbors
and with the Center,” said Sister
Bonnie. “This year, we had about
seven families caring for the
garden plots. They harvest their
own food as well as give food to
us so we can supplement what we
are distributing during food pantry
day.”
The sisters at the Neighborhood
Center are also aware of the need
to be more green. “We are trying to
respect Mother Earth. It was such
a concern for me that we were
using so many plastic bags. I had
the idea of turning pillowcases into
grocery bags and so I had a young
girl from Marlton, NJ, who was
connected to us and in a sewing
class, offer to make the bags.
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She said the pillowcases were too
hard, but she was able to make
them from t-shirts. That has been
such a gift, because the t-shirts
hold more items and people are
more willing to give us their old
t-shirts. We have been using them
for two years now.” Sister Mary
also teaches sewing classes where
her students learn how to make
the t-shirt and pillowcase bags for
the neighbors to take their food.
In addition to learning to grow their
own produce and sewing classes,
the Center also provides English
as a Second Language (ESL)
classes. Sister Clarisa Vazquez
SSJ is the Outreach Coordinator
at the Neighborhood Center. She
runs the ESL program as well as
translates on different occasions
for the neighbors. “I would love for
people to come see us and be with
us while the students are learning,”
she said. “There is so much
laughter here. It is remarkable to
see the students. The teachers
also have so much creativity and
they are all volunteers. Just seeing
the volunteers and the students at
work together is really inspiring.”

There are so many supporters
that make this huge undertaking
possible. "This is an SSJ
sponsored ministry, and the
Congregation is incredibly
supportive of us. They have never
said no to anything we've asked
for, and we're very grateful for
that. Many of our volunteers are
sisters and associates," said
Sister Bonnie. “At the beginning
of the pandemic, the number of
volunteers shrunk out of concern
over the virus. That has improved
over time, and out of precaution,
the pantry distribution operates
outside. Sometimes we have 25
to 30 people at a time helping us.
Students from Camden Catholic
High School volunteer, which is a
blessing because we're exhausted
from running up and down the
steps with bags of food by the end
of the day. The students can do
that and help us put away heavy
tables. They're just wonderful
and happy to help us; they will
do anything we ask of them. I'm
very grateful for their presence
with us." That 'anything' includes
carrying food bags to the cars for
the clients, collapsing boxes for
recycling and emptying the trash.

“I think the beauty of the
volunteers is that they all have their
part. They donate what they can:
time, talent and treasure,” Sister
Bonnie added. “There is a lot of
need here and we are blessed with
so many generous people from
Associates to all sorts of people
who just want to give. We are so
grateful to have relationships with
so many good people.”

Page 7
Pictured: Neighbors wait in line
on Food Pantry Day at the SSJ
Neighborhood Center.
Photo: Cristina Diaz
Page 8
Pictured top: Sister Clarisa Vazquez
SSJ snd Sister Bonnie McMenamin
SSJ
Pictured middle: Rev. Jesse Brown
and volunteers unload food.
Pictured bottom: Pillowcase and
t-shirt bags of food
Photos: courtesy SSJ Neighborhood
Center
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Our

farewell to Saint Mary by-the-Sea

— Sister Carole Pollock SSJ

In February 2021, the Sisters of
Saint Joseph announced the
permanent closure of Saint Mary
by-the-Sea Retreat House in Cape
May Point, New Jersey.
The sisters have owned and
operated the beautiful retreat
house since 1909 and have
provided retreats for sisters and
laity for more than 100 years.
Thousands have been part of this
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holy history, and Saint Mary’s has
been blessed by the generosity
and love of staff, volunteers and
retreatants. The Sisters of Saint
Joseph, our Associates in Mission,
sisters of other congregations,
clergy and our lay brothers and
sisters have encountered God in
this sacred place and have also
been a prayerful presence to the
Cape May Point community.
The closing ritual for Saint Mary
by-the-Sea took place in the
courtyard of the retreat house
on Saturday, September 18,
2021. Due to the need to limit
attendance for safety and security
reasons, about 200 guests were
invited to attend in person. The

event was also livestreamed for all
to view.
Congregational President, Sister
Maureen G. Erdlen SSJ, joined
those gathered in the courtyard
and on the porches and began
the ritual with a warm welcome:
“Good afternoon and welcome to
all who have gathered to celebrate
this day and all that it symbolizes.
We certainly gather with mixed
emotions acknowledging all the
milestones—both the personal
ones and congregational ones—
that Saint Mary’s has been
the “holder of” in our lives. So
many of us have experienced
treasured moments here: some
of loss and struggle, many of joy

and celebration. As we come
together, we hold the treasures of
the ocean, the sky, the sunrises
and sunsets, the birds and the
butterflies, that Saint Mary’s has
witnessed with us. We come in
reverence and awe for so many
gifts of our gracious God. But
once again, we are being called
to the “letting go” of what we
love. As I thought about this day, I
recalled the prayer we often hear
at the death of a loved one: We
give her back to you, O God, who
first gave her to us—yet as you
did not lose her in the giving, so
we do not lose her by her return
to you. For what is yours, is ours
also if we belong to you. Our hope
is that, whatever form it takes,
Saint Mary’s will help everyone
who comes to this sacred place
to reverence and love deeply the
gifts of God‘s creation. As we have

met God here ourselves, let us
pray that many more will continue
to encounter our loving God on
this sacred ground.”
Five participants were invited to
give a personal reflection about
their experience of Saint Mary’s
over the years: Retreatant Ellie
Stratton; Spiritual Director Sister
Trudy Ahern SSJ; Volunteer
Kathy Mattson; Staff member
Sister Roseann Tribuiani SSJ and
Villa resident Sister Anna Louise
Schuck SSJ. These reflections
and a Guided Imagery from the
day are featured on the following
pages.
Following the reflections, Sister
Carol Beevers SSJ invited each
one present and at home to share
a memory of gratitude for Saint
Mary’s.

Sister Sharon McCarthy SSJ,
Administrator of Saint Mary’s,
prayed a final prayer. “Be with us
as we bless and bid farewell to
Saint Mary by-the Sea. Our hearts
are full of gratitude for all those
who have been part of this sacred
space over all these years. For all
that has been, we say ‘thank you.’
For all that will be, we say ‘yes’.”
Everyone was invited to move
to the dining room for some
refreshments and the opportunity
to take a prayerful walk through
the house.
The Congregation also provided
additional self-guided walkthrough days where sisters,
associates, neighbors, partners
in mission and friends could have
some time in the house.

Photo by Cristina Diaz
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Ellie Stratton
Retreatant
SSJ Associate in Mission
I first came to Saint Mary by-theSea in June 1996, when Sister
Pat Hickey, who was my spiritual
director, suggested that I make
a silent retreat. The timing was
perfect; my two young boys were
both going to overnight camp for
two weeks that summer. So, when
they left for Michigan, I packed my
suitcase, a tote bag full of books
and on arrival settled into Room
307 in the West Attic.
From the beginning I felt at
home. My spirit soaked up the
silence, my heart healed in the
ocean of grace and the tides of
transformation, my mind rested in
the rhythms of the porch rocking
chairs, and my body loved walking
on the beach and jumping in the
waves.
Over the years, my book bag
grew much smaller as I learned
that retreat is about being open
to God’s love and letting that love
into my heart and soul. I joined
the prayer of the laughing seagulls
and the butterflies floating on the
salt breeze. I worshiped with the
vegetable choppers in the kitchen,
slicing and dicing the cucumbers,
carrots, peppers and celery for
the daily salad bar. The liturgies
of word and sacrament fed my
hunger for God. Whether the
retreat was directed or guided, the
days unfolded in a regular pattern
that made it possible to meet God
in new ways.
I was rarely among the sunrise
watchers, but I was a sunset
enthusiast, often standing in quiet
communion with other retreatants
as the evening sky performed its
symphony of scarlet and orange,
purple and lavender, blessing
us with abundant beauty as we
headed to bed in the quiet house.
Lying in bed at night, the door
propped open with a sandbag
11

to catch the cool air, I thought of
the other women over the one
hundred years and more who had
inhabited my room. They, too,
had come with similar longings as
mine: to draw closer to God, to
find peace, to pray for family and
friends, to discern their vocation,
to rest and to renew so they could
return to service. I was one of a
vast company of women seeking
these graces who each year made
a pilgrimage to Saint Mary by-theSea.
For all of us retreatants, this was
holy ground. God’s steadfast
love was communicated in the
rhythms of nature, the waves on
the shore, the shimmer of the sun
on the bay, dolphins jumping for
joy, oyster catchers hunting for
crabs, an abundance of seashells
for collecting and the pink mimosa
blossoms; through them all God
was saying to us in myriad voices,
“I am loving and kind, generous
and creative, life giving and life
affirming. I will never leave you or
forsake you, for I have loved you
with an everlasting love.”
This magnificent retreat house of
the Sisters of Saint Joseph, this
holy ground, has embraced me
with love and acceptance for 25
years. Here, I experienced the

grace of wonderful relationships. I
became a volunteer in the kitchen
as a small token of thanksgiving
for all I had received. I experienced
the charism of the Sisters who live
and work so that all people may
be united with God and with one
another. I became an associate
to deepen my relationship with
the sisters and to commit more
sincerely in my own life to God’s
All-Embracing Love.
This holy ground has shaped
and nurtured so many of us. It
has welcomed, embraced, and
comforted both women and men.
On this holy ground we have
experienced God’s infinite love
and grace. For all of these tender
mercies: thank you, Saint Mary
by-the-Sea; thank you, Sisters
of Saint Joseph; and thank you,
thank you, God.
Photos: Cristina Diaz
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Pictured: Ellie Stratton
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Pictured from left: Carol Beevers SSJ,
Michelle Lesher SSJ, Trudy Ahern SSJ
and Roseann Tribuiani SSJ

Sister Trudy Ahern SSJ
Spiritual Director
What a privilege and honor it is
for me to share my experience
today as a director here at Saint
Mary’s, over the past 30 plus
years. When I was reflecting on
my beginning years ministering
here at Saint Mary’s, the one
word that repeatedly came to
me was—joy—a joy that came
from the people I met and the
rich, meaningful relationships
and experiences I’ve had over
the years that to this day fill my
heart with great joy and gratitude.
What a joy it was to minister at
Saint Mary by-the-Sea! Year after
year as I drove to Cape May Point
for the August retreat, I could
feel the difference in myself. As
I approached the property of
Saint Mary’s, I felt I was home
and I felt deep peace and joy.
How could it be anything but joy?
God’s presence is everywhere.
Such outrageous beauty, skilled
and graced directors, and a
selfless staff and volunteers—
nothing but joy. I believe that
joy flowed from so many who
served here with great love, with
one focus. And that one focus
was to support the retreatants
on their retreat. The entire retreat
team, staff and workers, were
about supporting the retreatants
through the meaningful liturgies

that were celebrated, the wellprepared delicious food and
the loving care from the many
volunteers and spiritual directors.
Everything focused on creating an
atmosphere of silence and prayer
to help facilitate our encounter with
the Spirit. You may not be aware
of this, but great care was given
as the team of directors discerned
who among the various women
religious, priests and laity were
being called to minister here and
collaborate with us in our retreat
ministry. As a team of directors,
we valued and experienced deep
community in our time together.
For example, we gathered for
prayer each evening and prayed
for all the retreatants and staff.
We also had wonderful moments
of laughter and great fun as we
shared the gift of one another’s
presence. Those experiences
created memories and deep
relationships that bonded us in
love and community that directors
renewed each year when they
returned.
How blessed we’ve been to
experience the history of retreats
of so much grace and gratitude.
We give thanks to our sisters—
some who are present here with
us, some through livestream and

others who are with us in eternity,
like Win Grelis, Marie William, Kitty
Donohue, Joan Reithmiller, Dottie
Newell and Liz O’Hara. All these
wonderful women and directors
were committed to this blessed
spiritual ministry here at Saint
Mary’s. What a legacy!
Everything about Saint Mary’s
is holy ground because God is
everywhere. The profound silence,
the beauty of God’s creation—
the flowers, the birds, dolphins,
butterflies, the rabbits, the
ocean, beach, sunrises, sunsets,
porches—I can go on and on. It
has been said, “There is no place
on earth as beautiful as Cape
May Point and Saint Mary by-theSea.” It is holy ground. I cannot
think of Saint Mary’s without
remembering how I met God here
in very powerful ways, not only in
the lives and sacred stories of my
retreatants, but in my life as well.
So many women and some men
have encountered God right here—
in this chapel, these pews, this
beach, this porch, these rockers,
these bedrooms, this ocean—the
countless wonders of God’s loving
and personal presence touching
their lives.
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It has been a gift and blessing to
companion retreatants in their joys,
sorrows and glorious moments
of their lives and to witness the
power of God’s transforming
presence in their hearts. For me,
for us as directors, it has been a
gift and blessing to share in that
joy and grace. What a privilege
and honor! What holy ground. I’m
sure as you are listening to me,
you are recalling your own graced
experiences of retreat. I’m sure
you can remember where you
were on these holy grounds when
you encountered God—what you
were praying on—or about and
how God touched your heart in a
very personal and intimate way. It
may have been an experience of
God that happened in a moment,
but lives on in your heart forever;
an experience that you savor and
relish; an experience that you can
return to over and over again.
An experience that has graced
you deeply can live on in you
because there is always more that
God wants us to know, feel and
experience of God’s love.
13

We also celebrate the miracles
that have happened at Saint
Mary’s—life changing moments
and lives that were changed and
continued to change over days,
weeks, months, and sometimes
years, through these encounters
with God—profound graces
that transformed our lives and
impacted the lives of others in our
day-to-day living.
This is what Saint Mary’s has done
for you, for me, for us. There is
much for us to give thanks for, to
rejoice and celebrate.
Over the years, Saint Mary’s grew
as we grew. The retreat ministry
expanded as the desires and
needs of people evolved. As the
Spirit led us, we offered a variety
of retreat opportunities hoping to
satisfy the longings in the hearts
of so many who desired to be
nourished and fed here.
We celebrate a history and years of
grace and blessings. We celebrate
the vibrancy of this holy ground

and the energy of God’s life-giving
presence with us as we carry
those graces within our hearts. I
think that is the main reason we
are all here and why so many of
us wanted to be here—whether
in person or on livestream. We
have so much to be grateful
for. We thank God for gifting us
with God’s divine inspiration to
companion God’s people and for
giving us Mary, our guardian in
this courtyard, who protected us,
inspired us, guided us, remained
steadfast with us over these many
years. And we pray to you, Mary,
as we go forth from this holy
ground, to be attentive listeners to
God’s Spirit as you were. May we
carry within our hearts the vibrancy
and energy of God’s grace of this
holy ground of Saint Mary by-theSea and continue to live God’s
mission of love in our world today.
Pictured: The statue of Saint Mary in
the courtyard taken in the summer
of 2015

Kathy Mattson
Volunteer
I am honored to be here—thank
you. I love being a volunteer
at Saint Mary’s. I have been
a volunteer for over 30 years.
Whether you are on retreat or part
of the volunteer staff, you know
you are on holy ground. Just the
mere fact that we come back is
a hint of the blessings and gifts
given to us each time we return.
As I reflect on how Saint Mary’s
has been holy ground to me, I find
it hard to put into words. Maybe it
is in my actions from when I first
arrive—I make sure I come to the
courtyard and say hello to Mary,
standing there, always protecting
us and this building, keeping it
safe. Then I walk up to the second
floor porch and let God know I am
here, grateful I can return again
and put behind me all my work and
home responsibilities. And finally,
I greet all of the staff and the
volunteers I have not seen since
the year before. Those embraces
are so welcome.

It is in the ordinary activities
of a kitchen that I find the
extraordinary. There are no
personal agendas at Saint Mary’s.
As a volunteer, you are here to
do whatever is needed to make
the retreatants' day comfortable.
We come together with the
unselfish giving of ourselves as a
part of the whole, which enables
the retreatants and even those
volunteers the opportunity to
experience a moment with God,
a time to refresh and redirect their
lives. Through these actions, we all
benefit. We are rooted in what this
sacred space offers us.
When my volunteer week or
weekend has ended and it is time
to go home, I remain connected
to Saint Mary’s. I take home with
me all that I have been given: the
goodness of those I have spent
my time with, the renewal of
friendships and my own renewed
relationship with God and the love
shared.

I would love to make one more pot
of cereal, watch the sunrise or sit
in my clothesline cove to read, lay
in bed after a long day and feel the
breeze through the window, hear
the crashing waves on the beach
or just sit around the kitchen table
after the day is done and relax and
sit together with everyone.
I have missed and will continue to
miss so very much the anticipation
of volunteering each summer and
the many women and men I have
been blessed to share my time
with here at Saint Mary’s. Thank
you.

Photo: Cristina Diaz
Pictured from left, Kathy Mattson
and Roseann Tribuiani SSJ
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Sister Roseann Tribuiani SSJ
Staff
I have had the privilege of being
on retreat many times at this
beloved retreat house and have
volunteered for many summers.
In these past several years, I have
served as a member of the core
staff.
In these various roles, Saint Mary
by-the-Sea has always been a
sacred, life-giving place for me.
From my earliest years in the SSJ
Congregation until now, fifty years
later, I have enjoyed and cherished
the simple lifestyle here, the
awesome natural beauties of sea
and sky and all things in between.
These things draw me deeply into
the presence of our amazing God.
It is no wonder that I am filled with
so much gratitude today. I and we
have all received blessings upon
blessings—an abundance of gifts
from a very generous God, for a
very long time, right here in this
holy place.
As a member of the core staff,
I have ministered with talented,
generous, supportive, and even,
at times, challenging (in a good
way), co-workers. The diversity
of our personalities and gifts is
what made it all work together. As
I always told the volunteer staff at
our meeting together: "Alone we
can do little, but together we can
do so much.” And we did. In you,
Pat, Kathy, Sharon, Rita, Mary Ann
and Joan, God was made present.
Thank you!
I have also been blessed and
enriched to work alongside
hundreds of volunteers and
associates in the kitchen,
pantry, pot sink, dishwasher and
everywhere else. In the midst of
our chores, we found time to share
stories, play cards, and dominoes
and other games at night. So
many times we laughed out loud,
celebrated together and prayed
together. These were precious
moments of enjoying one another
and building relationships among
15

us for sure. In you, God was
present, my friends. Thank you!
As some of you know, at the
beginning of each retreat I had the
honor of welcoming retreatants
and sharing helpful information to
make all feel more at home at Saint
Mary’s. Retreatants have gifted me
by their example of entering into
the silence of their sacred time,
and by their reverence and respect
for the Holy One among us. Their
calm and peaceful presence as
the retreat moved along, their
apparent joy at the final liturgy and
their expressions of gratitude when
leaving were appreciated. In you
dear retreatants, God was present.
Thank you. You made this holy
ground.
Over the years I have been
fortunate and blessed to be among
men and women directors from
various congregations, walks of
life, different parts of the country
and even outside the country, here
at Saint Mary’s. I had opportunities
to provide the directors with
some of the mundane things they
needed (like tissues and fans), so
their ministry of helping others
to grow in their relationship with
our God could go smoothly. I
am grateful for their example,
their sharing, their insights, and

conversations while ministering
with them. In you, companions in
ministry, God was present. Thank
you.
Yes, my heart has been touched,
stretched and embraced by God
here so very often. It is the sea
and the sky and all things inbetween that entice me at Saint
Mary by-the-Sea. And you, coworkers, volunteers, retreatants,
and directors are all the things
in-between. All of you have made
this holy ground, sacred space for
me and for so many others. Your
presence has revealed to me the
many faces of Our God.
Gifts beyond measure have been
given. Gifts beyond measure have
been received. Today these gifts
are uniting us to one another and
to God—both in our grief and in
our gratitude.
I pray we go forth from today
always holding our beloved Saint
Mary’s in our minds and hearts
with love and gratitude. For this is
holy ground. This is where God is.
For all that has been, thanks. For
all that will be, yes.

Sister Anna Louise Schuck SSJ
Villa Resident
How wonderful to be here among
you! And how wonderful to be
among all the spirits here and to
also be with all those who are
watching us.
I’d like to tell you a story that
allowed me to know what Cape
May really means to me. It was
in 1974 or 1979 and our Chapter
was being assembled and the
delegates had a three-day retreat
here at Cape May. Our retreat
director asked us: "Where is your
fire?" It made me stop and think
and reflect. I knew I had a fire
within—it wasn’t a big one, but it
was there.
As I thought about it, I realized that
this holy ground, Saint Mary bythe-Sea, kindled that fire. It tended
it by the beauty that surrounds us,
by my sister companions in deep
prayer and by the wonderful men
and women who served us so
joyfully.

This morning at prayer I had an
image. When I was small, we
had a coal heater at our house.
Sometimes, I had to go and stoke
it. This is what Cape May, Saint
Mary’s, has been to me. It has
helped to stoke my fire.

And so, while I cry and weep for
our loss, I praise our God for our
gift. I implore all of us to remember,
to stoke the fire, tend the fire. We
need to give life and light to our
broken world. Thank you.

We all have fire! We all need the
fire tended. Saint Mary’s has done
it for so many of us. We must
continue it. The world needs us.
We have a responsibility for our
broken world. Let us all be sure
that we stoke our fire.
I am privileged to represent our
sisters at the Villa. There we have
sisters who have all been here on
retreat, who have been volunteers,
retreat directors and council
liaisons. And so, I offer a sincere
thanks to them as to all of us.

Photos: Cristina Diaz
Page 15
Pictured from left: Carol Beevers SSJ,
Michelle Lesher SSJ and Roseann
Tribuiani SSJ (standing)
Page 16
Pictured from left: Anna Louise
Schuck SSJ and Roseann Tribuiani
SSJ
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Guided Imagery
— Sister Roseann Tribuiani SSJ

Creator God, Ever Faithful Companion, and Sustaining Spirit,
be with us as we bless and bid farewell to this, our
Beloved

Saint Mary by-the-Sea

For so long and for so many, your powerful presence has prevailed here.
We come today with hearts full of gratitude for the thousands upon thousands of gifts
and blessings that have been given and received on these holy grounds.
17

Blessed be all the
of this house.

porches

They have been filled with God’s
Spirit and Life.
The holy light of God’s presence

in sunrise and sunset have graced
us through the years. For all the
prayer, rest and relaxation that
these sacred rockers and porches
have gifted us with, and all those
who have sat in these rockers,
donated these rockers, and those
who have repaired both rockers
and porches over the years, we
are grateful.
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Blessed be all the

doorways

into this house. They have been

filled with God’s welcoming presence to all in
need of peace, healing, compassion and
rest. For all those who have entered through
these doors from near and far and have
left being restored, refreshed and renewed
we are grateful.
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Blessed be all the

bedrooms

of this house. Here, myriad of prayers

have been prayed, encounters with the
Holy One have been had, and much
needed rest has been taken. With
lighthouse views and ocean breeze they
have graced countless retreatants and
volunteers, delighting body, mind and
spirit. We are grateful.
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Blessed be the holy and sacred space of
our

amazing kitchen.

Here, meals have been prepared with

care, creativity and joy, nourishing us for
our journey. Here too, many relationships
were formed and each summer
rekindled. How blessed we have been
over the years with gifted cooks and
helpers and an abundance of wholesome
food. We are grateful.

dining room

Blessed be the spacious 						

of this house. Here, appetites

have been satisfied, both in times of silence and of celebration for years and years. Tables
and chairs from long ago have kept memories and good spirits alive and present. For the
sacrament of God’s presence in this dining room, we are grateful.
5
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Blessed be the comfortable, welcoming gathering space of this house,
known as the

community room or lobby.

Here, bills were paid, beach tags received, questions answered, and sheets obtained
upon arrival. Here too, puzzles and art were created, reading, reflection, sharings and
programs took place. For all the blessing of this sacred space, we are grateful.
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Chapel

Blessed be the				
of this Holy Retreat

House, a dwelling place of the

Holy One, our Triune God. Here,
Eucharist has been celebrated
over and over again. Here,
voices have been lifted in praise
and thanksgiving uniting us
with God, our dear neighbors
and all of creation. Holy the
memories rooted here, and holy
those whose fire and devotion
have enhanced our spiritual
lives with their teaching and
preaching. In the simple beauty of this beach chapel, solace, intimacy with the Beloved and
new visions have been found, embraced and appreciated.
For this Sacred Dwelling Space, we are grateful.
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Our Chapel Pews
— Sister Sharon McCarthy SSJ

Our Chapel pews at Saint
Mary by-the-Sea Retreat
House were not exactly
comfortable, but they were
comforting to all who sat on
them. An invitation for each
retreatant to sit and hear the
Word of God proclaimed;
a simple reminder that we
follow a humble carpenter.
Many sat in these pews
before us, celebrating
their joys and, perhaps,
pondering their failings.
The simple, modest cross
of pine or oak that guests
at the Ritual of Thanks
and Blessing received was
individually fashioned and
polished from one of the
Chapel pews. A gentle
reminder and a powerful
keepsake of all the many
graces experienced here
at the Cape. A treasure for
sure!
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Norwood-Fontbonne Academy Celebrating 100 Years
— Sister Carole Pollock SSJ
Over 100 years ago, the Sisters
of Saint Joseph had a vision—to
commit to the education of the
whole child academically and
spiritually. Today, at NorwoodFontbonne Academy, that vision
is a dynamic reality. Within a
faith-filled community, students
are challenged to become selfdirected persons who live the
Gospel values, enjoy learning,
make reflective choices, and
treasure themselves, others,
and the Earth.
In 1919, the Sisters of Saint
Joseph purchased the estate of
Reed A. Morgan and renamed
it Norwood. The estate, (today’s
Big House), along with the Stone
House and the White House, were
renovated to accommodate 48
boarders, six day students, and
27

nine sisters. Norwood Academy
for Boys opened on November 20,
1920.
Four years later, Fontbonne
Academy for Girls opened in
1924. The school was relocated
to the property at Norwood and
Sunset Avenues, on the site of
today’s Fontbonne Campus. In
1973, Norwood Academy for
Boys and Fontbonne Academy for
Girls merged under the leadership
of Sister James Anthony (Mary)
Scanlon SSJ forming NorwoodFontbonne Academy, one school
on two campuses. Since then,
Norwood-Fontbonne Academy has
enjoyed a continuous expansion of
programs and facilities. Program
developments have included
the addition of Junior Level
Montessori for six-to nine-year

olds and the creation of the Preprimary, Kindergarten and Primary
programs along with before- and
after-care services, science labs,
and Service Learning. These are
complemented by multiple cocurricular offerings and intramural
and interscholastic athletics.
Because of COVID restrictions,
some of the events planned to
celebrate this incredible milestone
had to be adjusted. A speaker
series was offered to parents,
students, alumni and community
members on-line. Ryan Killeen,
Ed.D., President of NorwoodFontbonne Academy, was thrilled
with the series. He noted: “One of
the speakers was H. R. McMaster,
former National Security Advisor.
An alum, he was very compelling
and very accomplished as a

General. He spoke highly about
his time at Norwood and how that
experience prepared him for the
Military Academy, and later for his
life as a diplomat. He emphasized
the need for civil discourse in our
world today.”
Another speaker and an alum,
Dr. Kathleen Walls '85, is a
psychologist and children’s author.
She offered two programs: one
during the day with the students
and a program in the evening for
families. While she was a student
at NFA, she decided she wanted to
be an author.
The first NFA golf outing—the
kickoff for celebrating the 100th
year—was held in the Spring at
North Hills Country Club. One
hundred eight golfers, near the
maximum that North Hills could
accommodate, were delighted
with blue skies, low humidity and a
well-groomed golf course.
As part of the celebration of NFA’s
100th Anniversary, the chapel
in the Big House was restored
during the 2020-2021 school year.
Named the Centennial Chapel,
the restoration was funded by a
generous gift from the Becker and
Gross family; seating was donated
by the Schwenger family.
The side altar was originally
used as an altar in the infirmary
wing of Mount Saint Joseph
Convent. The brass tabernacle
is from the original chapel and
was recently restored. The altar,
center tabernacle, Stations of the
Cross and carpet are all from St.

Michael’s Convent. The tabernacle
was created by Sister Cathie
Meighan SSJ who also restored
the Stations of the Cross. The
ceramic vessels from Saint Mary
by-the-Sea Retreat House in Cape
May were donated by the Sisters
of Saint Joseph. The mosaic of
Saint Joseph was created by NFA
students under the direction of art
teacher Laura Collussi ‘02.
Norwood alumnus, and Chestnut
Hill business owner, Jay Susanin,
designed and oversaw the
installation of a beautifully curated
hall of history in the Big House to
honor the legacy of NFA.
The legacy and connection with
the Sisters of Saint Joseph and
the relationship of NFA to the
larger community energizes the
NFA Mission. Dr. Killeen explains:
“Last year when 10% of our
students were learning remotely,
they were still very present in the
life of the school. Everyone had to
make a lot of sacrifices last year.
It was challenging, but it was so
important for our community to
be together. We have a beautiful
campus and these beautiful
buildings; but it is not about the
buildings. If that campus and those
buildings can support the growth
of our community, that is why they
are here. It is really all about the
relationship of the students and
the faculty and the parents. The
parents really choose a school
like NFA because they want to be
actively part of the community.
They want to have their presence
in their children’s education, and
they build relationships among
each other.”

Photos: courtesy Norwood-Fontbonne Academy
Pictured page 27:
Gala guests gather outside of the Big House.
Pictured page 28:
Pictured top: Sister James Anthony (Mary) Scanlon SSJ first led NFA
Pictured center: the presentation of gifts by NFA students at NFA's 100th Anniversary
Mass, celebrated in Saint Joseph of the Sacred Heart Chapel at Mount Saint Joseph
Convent.
Pictured bottom: Ryan Killeen, Ed.D., President of Norwood-Fontbonne Academy
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Dr. Killeen continued: “As we
have come together over the
past year, the unity of our multigenerational community has
been striking. In our 100th
Anniversary Liturgy, celebrated in
the Chapel at the Sisters of Saint
Joseph's Motherhouse, and at
our Gala celebration, the entire
community—alumni, parents of
alumni, staff, current parents,
students, and, of course, the
Sisters of Saint Joseph—all came

together. There is a deep sense
of pride among our families for
Norwood-Fontbonne Academy,
especially how through authentic
collaboration we have been able to
navigate these challenging times.”
The future for NFA is filled with
opportunities, possibilities and
vision. Dr. Killeen envisions a
promising future: “NorwoodFontbonne Academy’s Strategic
Plan, Directed Toward Tomorrow,

continues to drive all that we do
each day at NFA. Rooted in the
mission of the Sisters of Saint
Joseph and built on the legacy of
100 years, this plan reflects our
commitment to provide the highest
quality, formative educational
experience, for today and for all
our tomorrows.”
Congratulations to the NorwoodFontbonne family—here’s
to another 100 years!

Photos: courtesy NFA
Left column

Right column

Pictured top: from left,
Betty Meizinger SSJ and
Kathleen McCloskey SSJ

Pictured top: front row from front
to back, Eileen Wust SSJ, Susie
Thornton SSJ, Roseann Tribuiani
SSJ. Back row from front to back,
Dannah Addalli, Michelle Lesher SSJ,
Mary William Herron SSJ and John
Spanenburg.

Pictured bottom: from left,
Regina Dougherty SSJ, Cristina
Diaz and Marjorie Lawless SSJ
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Pictured bottom: from left, Sisters
Marjorie Keenan SSJ and Kathy Pales
SSJ

Photos: courtesy NFA
Left column
Pictured top: from left, Maureen Fichner SSJ, Bill Lamb and
Monica Osaben SSJ
Pictured middle: from left, Nello Naticchione, Roseann Tribuiani SSJ,
Andrea Naticchione and Kathy Dezzi
Pictured bottom: from left, Charlene Diorka SSJ, Joannie Cassidy SSJ,
Robbie Hain, Christine Thistle, Marjorie Lawless SSJ and Cathie Meighan
SSJ

Photos: Carole Pollock SSJ
Right column
Pictured top: NFA's history room
Pictured middle: NFA's history wall
Pictured bottom: NFA's chapel
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A Season of Grace in a House by-the-Sea
— Sister Maria McCoy SSJ
Jean Pierre Médaille, Jean
Fontbonne, and our founding
sisters believed that the Sisters
of Saint Joseph were established
in 1650 for what they called, The
Total Double Union. Drawn by
God’s Spirit to deepen in their
relationship with God and the
Dear Neighbor, and fired by the
dream to help other’s experience
communion with God and others,
they discerned together how they
would make this vision a reality.
This Divine Energy constitutes
the heart and foundation of our
presence in Sea Isle City and to all
who come for retreat. Today, we
continue to live and discern how
we can help people grow in union
with God and with one another.
This past December concluded
the first year of ministry at our
recently purchased Retreat House,
Saint Joseph by-the-Sea, Sea Isle
City, NJ. Program Staff members
Trudy Ahern, Carol Beevers,
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Maria McCoy, Maria Metzger,
and Council Liaison, Terry Shaw
met frequently to find ways to
address the challenges presented
by the Coronavirus. Through
their care, and the help of each
retreat director and retreatant, a
safe environment was maintained
throughout the season.
Situated within the community,
Saint Joseph by-the-Sea gifts
retreatants with the beauty of
God’s creation inclusive of ocean,
beach, sunrise, and bayside
sunsets.
A synchronistic detail related to
our 1847 arrival in Philadelphia to
respond to the needs of the city
lies in the address of Saint Joseph
by-the-Sea: 18 47th Street!
This cozy retreat house lends
itself to a felt sense of God’s
hospitality that cultivates a
growing communion among those

gathered. Entering the silence both
individually and as a community,
retreatants become aware of
God’s Spirit drawing them ever
more intimately into Divine Love.
In warmer weather, retreatants
delight in the views of the ocean
from its multi-leveled porches.
Cooler nights draw them to sit and
pray before the fireplace. Father
Médaille's pearls of wisdom, The
Maxims of Perfection, located
throughout the house, inspire and
challenge those present. Sister
Kathryn Miller SSJ, marvels at
the wonders of God’s creation
experienced during her Thirty
Day retreat and beyond. Sister
Kathryn reflected: "The house
provided a profound quiet and
blessed freedom, simple beauty
and comfort, plus symbols of
SSJ spirituality—surrounded by
all of God’s creation. Early in the
Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius
is an invitation to pray with the
magnificence of God’s creation. In

Photo: Cristina Diaz

this environment, I experienced the
great awe, wonder and amazement
at God’s gift of creation.
In my journal I wrote: 'beauty
surrounds me, clouds wisp
around me, sparkling waters and
blue sky envelop me, wind at my
back, sun upon my face, sounds
of waves breaking on the shore,
green bushes swaying in the wind,
birds chirping and perching on
wires … people walking by talking
quietly, laughing together; parents,
grandparents, teens and babies
enjoying the love and joy of their
families.'
Magnificent days, sunrises and
sunsets, creation in all its glory
provided the perfect backdrop to
ponder and witness God’s love
for me and all of creation. This
experience continues to invite
me to find God in all things, and
reminds me to do all for the glory
of God."
Many who come to Saint Joseph
by-the-Sea have previously
encountered God in retreat at
beloved Saint Mary’s by-the-Sea in
Cape May Point. Special items like
sanctuary lamp, rocking chairs,
and bibles, which once were used
at Saint Mary’s have found their
home in Saint Joseph by-theSea. These touches help bridge
our ministry from Cape May Point
to Sea Isle City. Retreat director
Sister Dottie Apprich SSJ goes
on to share, "The graces of years
of prayer at Saint Mary by-theSea supported the prayer of our
Thirty-Day retreatants and other
retreatants at Saint Joseph by-theSea. As I went back several times
to direct a retreat, I could feel the
depth of prayer there building
up...we crossed over to this new
moment, this new place, but the
same Spirit met us there becoming
more and more tangible each time
I went back."
Over this season, we offered The
Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius
Loyola in the Thirty-Day format,
and 16 Six-Day Directed retreats.

Both retreatants and directors are
graced through daily meetings to
discuss their prayer and its affects
on their lives.
Six months after experiencing
the Spiritual Exercises of Saint
Ignatius through the Thirty-Day
Retreat, Sister Elizabeth McGill
IHM, Interim Executive Director
of Student Life at Marywood
University, reflected: "Saint Joseph
by-the-Sea Retreat House is a
very special place. Every crevasse
is filled with the Charism of the
Sisters of Saint Joseph. I felt
embraced by that Spirit from the
day I arrived for my thirty-day
retreat, and that feeling has never
left me. That is gift.
The retreat house provides an
environment to enter into deep
silence. The house is not tucked
away out of sight. As the world
around us is rapidly changing, how
wonderful to have this house of
prayer right in the midst of Sea Isle
City. While I grew in deeper union
with Trinity those thirty days, I also
grew in union with the energy of
the world around me. That is gift.
During my 30 days I journeyed
with seven others and we held
each other with a tenderness so
dear that the memory of it fills my
heart with warmth and love. That
is gift.
Since my thirty-day retreat, the
lens with which I view the world is
different. This has been a gradual
noticing over the past six months.
I draw from the Indwelling Trinity
in ways I never have before. In
every encounter, I call on Spirit to
lead my heart, mind, actions, and
words. I actively search for God
in others during each interaction
or conversation. During my retreat
I discovered the lavish love with
which God surrounds me each and
every day and became aware of
my need for complete dependence
on God. Consequently, I desire to
surrender to God’s loving presence
and action within. The God in me
is longing to love with greater

intensity the God in my dear
neighbor and in the cosmos."
The Reverend Doctor Nancy
Conklin, pastor of Camp Hill
Presbyterian Church, speaks of
how Spirit continues to deepen
Jesus and Divine Sophia’s love in
her heart and life: "I chose to do
the Spiritual Exercises last summer
to commemorate two life events:
my 60th birthday (the beginning
of my third act) and the 25th
Anniversary of my Ordination. As
I had hoped, my retreat time was
a profoundly graced celebration
of my life-long companionship
with Jesus. I thought it was going
to afford me the opportunity to
renew my vows to ministry. I was
astounded at how the Exercises
drew me so much more in love
with Him. I recommitted my heart
to dwelling in Him, through Him,
and with Him. Reflecting on the
past six months since my retreat, I
am grateful that I am experiencing
so much grace from being deeply
“rooted and grounded” in His love.
Most especially, the inner peace
and confidence I experience with
Him each day. Living from out of
the depths and Sophia's Wisdom
I received on retreat has borne
much fruit in my ministry that upon
my return began with a new staff."
Shortly after making her Thirty-Day
Retreat, Sister Lisa Oliveri SSJ,
traveled to Ghana, West Africa to
minister at Padre Pio Rehabilitation
Center where she works with
children with disabilities, the
elderly, and provides outreach to
families in nearby villages. Sister
Lisa shares some of the ongoing
fruits of her retreat: "Six months
later, I am in a very different
location, seeing God in new people
and new situations each day. The
retreat deepened my relationship
with God to realize God’s presence
in all the newness here. The ocean
has always been home for me
and gave me that sense of at
homeness with God during retreat.
Now I can see that same ocean
when I travel to Cape Coast and
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seeing it brings me home again—at home
in God and the graces of the Retreat."
Sister Angela Case SSJ comments on the
effects of her retreat: "I am experiencing
a sense of great gratitude for the grace
I received from the retreat—gratitude
for what I have noticed in myself—a
calmness, patience, a discernment about
what I should or should not question and
what would be better to accept."
The observations of retreatant, Sister
Beth Flannery RSM, encourages us
as we search for ways to continue to
incarnate our charism in response to
present day realities. Sister Beth reflects:
"In a time of dwindling places for retreat,
much gratitude to your Congregation
for the appreciation of, and significant
contribution to, providing resources and
space for the ministry of retreat and
spiritual accompaniment.
You truly live out, through the
commitment of your Sisters as spiritual
directors and retreat leaders and by
the purchase of this house, your core
constitution's call to: live and work to
bring all people into union with God and
with one another."
George Aschenbrenner, SJ, renowned
spiritual leader and friend of the Sisters of
Saint Joseph, described a sanctuary as a
place where one encounters God. Truly,
Saint Joseph by-the-Sea is becoming
a sanctuary—a place where all who
come encounter Divine Love. May God
continue to bless us, and all retreatants,
as we begin another year of ministry at
Saint Joseph by-the-Sea.

Photo: courtesy Maria McCoy SSJ
Pictured top: front row from left, Maria
McCoy SSJ, Elizabeth McGill IHM and
Kathryn Miller SSJ
Back row from left, Angela Case SSJ and
Lisa Olivieri SSJ.
Photos: Cristina Diaz
Pictured middle: from left, Maria McCoy SSJ
with retreatant Ann Klausner, who traveled
from Alaska to Sea Isle.
Pictured bottom: Retreatant Mary
Kellenberger makes entries in her journal.
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Mount Saint Joseph Academy Student
Amilyn Thomas Addresses United Nations Biennial
Meeting
On September 16, 2021, Amilyn
Thomas, a senior at Mount Saint
Joseph Academy, addressed
the United Nations' Committee
on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
at its biennial Day of General
Discussion, via Zoom. The
day offered the opportunity for
children, youth, and policymakers
throughout the world to come
together for a discussion on a
specific issue related to children's
rights. Representing the United
States, Amilyn spoke on the day's
theme, alternative care, which
examined the complex issues
faced by children separated
from their families due to various
circumstances, including conflict,
disabilities, migration, and poverty.
The theme, alternative care, is
particularly important for Amilyn.
Her 9-year-old brother, Immanuel,
lives with Cardiofaciocutaneous
syndrome. This rare genetic
mutation disorder affects many
parts of the body, particularly
the heart, face, skin, and hair.
The condition is so rare it is
estimated that only 200-800

people worldwide are affected. In
her five-minute speech, Amilyn
described how Immanuel is
affected by the condition. She
explained: "Immanuel cannot
walk, he has very low muscle
mobility and he can't sit up as
confidently as we can. He also
cannot digest food and has a
feeding tube." At the time of her
presentation, Immanuel was in his
sixth month of hospitalization at
Children's Hospital of Philadelphia
with complications from seizures.
Amilyn is keenly aware that
Immanuel benefits from living in
the United States. "Lucky for him,
his devoted family cares for him
and makes sure he receives proper
medical treatment, education and
therapies. However, the reality
of this world is that every child
with special needs does not have
access to that care, and often that
child doesn't even have the option
to voice their opinion on what
constitutes quality care."
Amilyn is one of 30 members of
the U.N. Youth Advisory Team.
Her path to the team began

Pictured top: via Zoom, Amilyn Thomas
gives her address to the United Nations'
Committee on the Rights of the Child
(CRC) at its biennial Day of General
Discussion.
Pictured bottom: The "Mount Magazine,"
Spring 2021 edition cover, from left,
Amilyn Thomas '22, Leah Scott '22 and
Anna Geroge '21
Photos: courtesy Amilyn Thomas
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the summer of her 8th grade when she
attended a creative writing college credit
program at New York's Adelphi University.
She was accepted to the program with the
recommendation of Dr. Pavan Antony, a
professor at Adelphi's School of Education,
who was impressed by Amilyn's poem
about her brother. "It was amazing," said
Amilyn of her two years with the team. "I
got to work with children from all over the
world, which I think was the best part."
Among them were children from Pakistan,
Nepal and many African nations.
At the Mount, Amilyn runs an Operation
Smile club for the non-profit medical
service organization that conducts free
surgeries throughout the world for children
with cleft lip. She graced the cover of the
Spring 2021 edition of Mount Magazine.
She was one of three students featured
in the article "Spotlight on STEM at the
Mount" for her independent microbiology
lab research. A doctor at CHOP saw that
magazine and invited Amilyn to intern at
the hospital that summer. She was the
youngest intern and the only high school
student. During her internship, she worked
on 20 clinical trials, enrolling and tracking
patients to see if they met the qualifications
for participation. In addition to that work,
she says, "I walked around with doctors
and checked up on patients. I got to
examine them with doctors." Amilyn hopes
to attend the University of Pennsylvania–
her first step on the path to becoming a
pediatric surgeon.
As a sponsored ministry of the Sisters
of Saint Joseph, the Mount's philosophy
reflects the Congregation's mission,
charism, and tradition—empowering
students to be agents of unity and
reconciliation in the world. Influenced by
Jesuit Spirituality, students are called to be
"the more," to be agents of transformation
and to be "founders" in a world broken and
longing for unity and reconciliation. The
philosophy advances holistic development,
emphasizing global justice and
responsibility in an atmosphere that fosters
excellence tempered by gentleness and
compassion. Mount Saint Joseph Academy
remains faithful to "educating founders"
and to the belief that "on the education
of women largely depends the future of
society." With a young woman such as
Amilyn, that future looks very bright!
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Pictured top:
Immanuel and Amilyn
Pictured middle:
Amilyn with her
mother, Merline
Augustine and
brother, Immanuel
Pictured bottom: The
Thomas family, from
left, Merline Augustine,
Immanuel, Jose and
Amilyn
Photos: courtesy
Amilyn Thomas

Jubilee!

October Jubilee Celebration
at Saint Joseph Villa
— Sister Carole Pollock SSJ
A Jubilee is always an occasion
of thanksgiving and celebration.
As the Jubilarians gathered for
morning prayer in the Maguire
Lounge at Saint Joseph Villa on
Saturday, October 2, 2021, that
sense of joy was palpable. The
Jubilarians came together to
celebrate 75, 70 and 60 years of
vowed commitment and faithful
love as Sisters of Saint Joseph.
Celebrating 75 years:
Sisters Jane Day, Saint Herman
D’Uva, Teresa Egan, Annemarie J.
Feeley and Maria Teresa Griffin
Celebrating 70 years:
Sisters Margaret Richard Farrant,
Elizabeth Anne Heller, Francis
P. Kirk, Kathleen Cecilia Leary,
Antoinette Munafo, Ruth O’Neill,
Rosemarie Elizabeth Puettner,
Anna Louise Schuck and Kathleen
Bernard Winner
Celebrating 60 years:
Sisters Joan Carey, William Evelyn
Galloway, Elizabeth Ellen Tombler
and Barbara Worley
The Jubilarians were greeted in
Maguire Lounge by the General
Council, who presented them with
corsages and joined sisters, staff
and friends for Morning Prayer.
In the Chapel, Congregational
President, Sister Maureen G.
Erdlen SSJ, warmly welcomed all
present, recalling with gratitude
the lives of the Jubilarians, lived
for God in service to the Church.
"Sisters, what a great joy it is to
finally be able to celebrate you
today! Your 1,220 years of faithful
commitment to the consecrated
life is a great blessing for us, for
your family and friends, and for
the people of God! As I look out

75 YEARS

Pictured front row from left: Sisters Maria Teresa Griffin, Saint Herman D'Uva and
Jane Day
Standing from left: Sisters Karen Dietrich, Owen Patricia Bonner, Maureen G. Erdlen,
Eileen Marnien and Teresa Shaw
Photos: Carole Pollock SSJ

and see you, I think of countless
students you have taught. You
helped them develop intellectually,
but even more importantly, was
your attention to their spiritual and
emotional development.
But, as we know well, it is not just
about numbers. It is about the
spirit which you bring to our life of
chastity, poverty, and obedience.
Even with all the physical changes
these 1,220 years have brought
to you, your spirit does not falter.
Your life continues to witness to all
of us, and the many you encounter
here at the Villa and beyond, that
we, Sisters of Saint Joseph, live

and work so that all may be united
with God and with one another.
Pope Francis, whom we know is
passionate about the consecrated
life, has described our life as
'Totally consecrated to God, (we)
are totally given to (our sisters and)
brothers, to bring the light of Christ
wherever the shadows are darkest
in order to spread God's hope to
discouraged hearts.' Thank you for
continuing to share that hope with
all of us!"
In his homily at liturgy, Father Terry
Odien thanked and congratulated
the Jubilarians. "The philosopher,
Kierkegaard, once noted this:
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70 YEARS

Pictured: Seated from left, Sisters Francis P. Kirk, Rosemarie Puettner, Kathleen Bernard Winner, Elizabeth Anne Heller and Margaret
Richard Farrant
Standing, from left: Sisters Owen Patricia Bonner, Ruth O'Neill, Maureen G. Erdlen, Karen Dietrich, Antoinette Munafo, Teresa Shaw,
Anna Louise Schuck and Eileen Marnien

Pictured left: Seated from left, Sisters
Joan Carey, Barbara Worley and
William Evelyn Galloway
Standing, from left: Sisters Owen
Patricia Bonner, Maureen G. Erdlen,
Karen Dietrich, Teresa Shaw and
Eileen Marnien

Page 38
Pictured top: Francis P. Kirk SSJ
celebrates with family and friends.
Pictured middle: seated from left,
Sisters Saint Herman D'Uva and
Antoinette Munafo
Standing from left, Sisters Anna
Louise Schuck and
Elizabeth Anne Heller.
Pictured bottom: from left,
Sisters Eileen Marnien, Joan Carey,
Jeannette Daily and Karen Dietrich
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60 YEARS

Life must be lived forward but
understood backward. I think
this is a great perspective for a
Jubilee celebration. When you
look backward over these 75, 70
and 60 years, there is undoubtedly
much you understand today that
was a complete mystery to you
the day that you responded to
that invitation, 'Arise, my Beloved
and come.' Much has happened
since that day of entrance. And
here we are today immersed in
this great mystery of all of these
years of service. You, Jubilarians,
are prophetic witnesses sitting
in our midst today. Your lives
truly have been an inspiration to
so many people. You have done
ordinary things with extraordinary
love, patience, gentleness and
competence.
It is love that gives meaning to life,
because it reveals life's mystery.
Indeed, we only have life if we
give it. We truly possess it only if
we generously give it away. You
Jubilarians have definitely given
that love away.
We thank our God today that you
came and you stayed! You remained
and we are so grateful. We are
counting on all of you Jubilarians to
continue to listen to what the World
needs now—what our Earth needs
now and what the people of this
Earth need.
My dear Jubilarians, congratulations
and best wishes to all of you for
continued good health."
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Celebrate!
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Page 39
Pictured top left: from left, Sisters Margaret Richard Farrant and
Maureen G. Erdlen
Pictured top right: from left, Sisters Kathleen Bernard Winner and
Teresa Shaw
Pictured bottom: Sisters gather for prayer prior to the Jubilee Mass.
Page 40
Pictured top: Jubilarian Sister Maria Teresa Griffin, escorted by Sister
Francis Christi Beck, is greeted by the General Council. From left, Sisters
Karen Dietrich, Owen P. Bonner, Maureen G. Erdlen, Eileen Marnien and
Teresa Shaw.
Pictured middle: Jubilee Mass Celebration in the Villa Chapel
Pictured right: The recession of Jubilarians from front to back,
Sisters Margaret Richard Farrant, Saint Herman D'Uva, Ruth O'Neill,
Antoinette Munafo, Elizabeth Anne Heller, Anna Louise Schuck and
Joan Carey, escorted by Jeannette Daily.
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In Memoriam

"I have loved you with an
everlasting love. I have called
you and you are mine."
We remember with love each
of these women, our sisters
and friends, who died recently.
We celebrate their lives and
the example they offered to
the Sisters of Saint Joseph,
their families, their friends, the
Church and the world. These
women embraced the call to
"Let your life be a continuous
act of love." (Maxims of the
Little Institute)
They lived lives of faithfulness
and commitment while they
were with us, and we depend
upon them now to continue to
pray on our behalf. May they
rest in the arms of the loving

Photo Connie Murphy

Sister Sheila Ann Falls
(formerly Sister James Patrice)
January 14, 2022
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God they so faithfully served!

Sister Alice Patrice McGinnis
December 27, 2021

Sister Ann Muriel Ronan
November 29, 2021

Sister Marie Elizabeth Alspaugh
November 23, 2021

Sister Mary Elizabeth Gebhardt
(formerly Sister Laurena)
November 23, 2021

Sister Eleanor McNichol
(formerly Sister Eleanor Thomas)
November 22, 2021

Sister Madeline Sarli
(formerly Sister William Elaine)
November 18, 2021

Sister Grace Martina Moore
November 3, 2021

Sister Joseph Andre Intrieri
October 21, 2021

Sister Patricia Ann Cullen
(formerly Sister Joseph Raphael)
October 16, 2021

Sister Joan Clare Royal
October 15, 2021

Sister Madeline Davis
(formerly Sister Francis Margaret)
September 29, 2021
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Annual Report of Giving Update
To our faithful, generous friends:
In the 2020-2021 Annual Report of Giving, we failed to include the
following names in the list of McDermott Patrons. We offer our sincere
apology. Please know that we are very sorry, and we will do our best
to make sure that this never happens again.
You are so generous and faithful to us, and we are truly grateful to
you for your prayers, friendship, and financial support. Your goodness
makes it possible for us to care for our elderly sisters and minister
to many people in need, and our mission and ministries could not
continue successfully without you.
A corrected edition of the Annual Report, which does include your
name is available on our website.
Please forgive us for this error.

McDermott Patrons
$1,000 - $2,499
Ms. Donna Aceto
Mrs. Sharon A. Adnams
Ms. Marie Austin
Avondale By The Sea Inn LLC
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Balshi
Mr. Buzz Bazzolli
Mrs. Judy D. Beskid
Ms. Catrese Brown*
Rev. Charles Brown III
Mr. and Mrs. Paul H. Bruce
Ms. Rosalie A. Brulte
Ms. Margaret Buckalew
Mrs. Suzanne Burke*
Ms. Patricia Burns
Mrs. Elaine H. Buzas*
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy M. Callahan
Mrs. Colleen Campbell
William and Winifred Carr
Mr. and Mrs. James O. Carson
Catholic Community of South 		
Baltimore
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Catterall
Mr. John C. Charlton
Chit Chat Charity
Ms. Nancy J. Ciampa
Rosemarie and John Cleaver
Diane Clerico
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Collier
Mr. James J. Collins*

Conewago Contractors, Inc.
Mr. Mark G. Cornish
Mr. and Mrs. Peter G. Cote*
Mr. Stephen C. Coyle
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Crotty
Ms. Mary Jo Dagney*
Mr. James A. Daily
Ms. Virginia Daley
Ms. Nancy Dallavalle*
Ms. Mary Daulerio
Ms. Lauren Davis
Mrs. Janet S. Deans
Ms. Jacquelyn DeBlasi
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Deleo*
Mrs. Mary DeMichele
Ms. Joan DeVito
Msgr. Joseph V. Di Mauro
Ken and Joanne Diana
Ms. Maria I. Diesel
Mr. Mark X. and Dr. Susan DiSanto
Ms. Mary K. Doherty
Donald B. Smith Roofing 		
Contractor
Joseph Dougherty, FSC
Dr. Andrew F. Drake
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Duff
Ms. Diane Durkin
Emmaus Community of Christian
Hope

* Saint John Neumann Society, Monthly Donor
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Mr. and Mrs. Frank Erdlen*
Mr. George T. Evans
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Fangmeyer
Rev. Leo O. Farley
Sandra and John Ferriter
Dr. and Mrs. Richard L. Fieo
Deacon and Mrs. Lawrence W.
Finn
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis J. Fisher
Mr. James J. Fitzgerald IV
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Fitzpatrick
Mr. James T. Foley
Mr. and Mrs. John Foley
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Forrest
Fox Rothchild LLP
Mrs. Constance M. Fox*
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Frost*
Ms. Joan Gallagher
Mr. and Mrs. Edward V. Garlich, Jr.
Mr. Timothy Garufi
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Gavaghan
Ms. Dorothy Gearon
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Geary
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Gesualdi
Mr. John Michael Gilligan
Ms. Roberta A. Glenn
Mrs. Charlotte A. Glessner
Greater Wildwood Elks Lodge
#1896, Wildwood, NJ

Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Gribb, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Philip E. Guidi
Lorraine F. Gutowicz, MD
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J.
Hainsworth
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. Heaney
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Heary*
Estate of Mildred Hemberger
Rev. Msgr. Owen J. Hendry
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Hewes
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond T. Hoban
Ms. Elizabeth A. Hopkins
Frank and Patricia Howe
Ms. Dorothy A. Hughes
Mr. Christopher Hunter
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hyslop, Jr.
Mr. Jeff Idler
Donald and Susan Infeld
Mr. Anthony P. Ingenito
Mr. Robert L. Johanson
John Charles and Kathryn S. 		
Redmond Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph G.
Kaufmann, Jr.*
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy J. Kelley
Mr. and Mrs. George J. Kelly*
Michael D. and Suzanne M. D.
Kelly*
Estate of Marie D. Kilcullen
Patrick and Mary B. Kilner
Ms. Martha J. King
Mrs. Maryanne Kirk
Mr. John L. Kratzinger
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kratzinger
Mrs. Carolyn S. Kunkler
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Kurtz
La Salle College High School,
Wyndmoor, PA
Rosemary and Donald Ladd
Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Lambert
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Langdon
Ms. Evelyn A. Long
John and Denise Long
Mr. and Mrs. Marty Lucas
Mr. Joseph Mack
Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. Maier
Mr. and Mrs. David P. Malone
Mr. John Mann
Mr. Edward Mansfield
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth D. Margolis
Martin Jewlers

Mr. and Mrs. James D. Martin
Mr. Thomas D. Martin
Ms. Kathleen M. Massarelli
Mr. David J. Massari
Mr. and Mrs. George F. Matecko
Mr. and Mrs. Charles B. Matthews
Patricia A. McAdams*
Mr. John McAvoy
Ms. Clayre B. McCann
Ms. Mary E. McCarthy
Ms. Karen M. McCool
Mr. and Mrs. Francis X. McCusker
Mr. Joseph R. McFadden
Ms. MaryAnn McGlinchey
Mrs. Marie McGuirl
Rev. Henry McKee
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas S. McKeon
Mr. and Mrs. Paul D. McKitrick
Ms. Berniece M. McLaughlin*
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. McParland
Mr. John Melleady
Estate of Delia E. Melograna
Mr. Francis M. Milone
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Milone
Ms. Kathy Misunas
Mrs. Margaret C. Mohr
Ms. Eileen M. Moran
Mrs. Joanne Moran*
Mr. John P. Moran
Mr. and Mrs. Luke Mulholland
Mr. Anthony S. Navarra*
Ms. Tram N. Nguyen
Dr. Linda Niessen and Dr. John
Lonergan
Joseph Nines
Mrs. Anna M. Noel
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Nolen III
Norwood-Fontbonne Academy,
Chestnut Hill, PA
Ms. Frances O'Brien
Mr. John J. O'Connor
Rev. Terry M. Odien
Mr. Anthony C. Orsi
Mr. and Mrs. David Osciak
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Palese
Mrs. Denise J. Patterson
Mr. Richard J. Patterson
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Persinger
Mrs. Maureen Petron
Pfizer Foundation
Mr. John Pinder

Dr. Olivia Pinkett
Linda and James Pizzi
Mrs. Vita Pizzo
Mr. William M. Plante
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin J. Pluck
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Pollock
Mr. John Prendergast
PTR Baler and Compactor Co.
Quinlan-Finlayson Family Fund
Ms. Mari H. Quint
Ms. Ellen R. Ramer
Mr. Andrew Raszewski
Dr. and Mrs. Michael J. Reynolds
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Ridley
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Robinson
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Roche
Roscommon International, Inc.
Ms. Elaine Rose-Kennedy
Rev. Msgr. Stanley J. Russell
Ms. Rosemary C. Salvo
Mr. and Mrs. George M. Sanders
Mr. Philip Sanfilippo
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Scarpa
Joe and Peggy Schubert
Mr. William J. Seaman
Mr. Michael Shannon
Sherry's-Tickettown
Dr. and Mrs. E. F. Joseph Siebold
Smith Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald F. Smith
Mr. Richard Grant Smith
Mr. Paul P. Spishak
Ms. Mary Gabrielle Sprague
St. Genevieve Parish, 			
Flourtown, PA
St. Jerome Church,
Philadelphia, PA
Ms. Barbara Ann Suelke
Mr. Robert Tammaro*
The 1926 Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Anthony J. Theil
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. Tichenor

* Saint John Neumann Society, Monthly Donor
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Win

Distinctive Travel Experiences
www.celticgolf.com

a Trip for Two to Ireland

Celtic Golf Raffle

Ticket
$100
Only 300
to be sold

Proceeds Benefit the Sisters of Saint Joseph • Chestnut Hill • Philadelphia

Drawing May 2, 2022 at Saint Joseph Villa, Flourtown, PA
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Self-drive Hertz car rental
automatic transmission
unlimited mileage
insurance and VAT

Round-trip Coach Class
International flights to
Shannon Ireland

Five nights in the 5 Star
Killarney Park Hotel,
Killarney Co, Kerry

Flights and land arrangements
are subject to availability.

(Double or Twin Occupancy)

Ballybunion Golf Club,
Dooks Golf Club,
Tralee Golf Club and
Waterville Golf Links

Full Irish
Breakfast Daily

Valid May 2022 through
May 2023

Get your ticket —
complete the form below.

Proceeds benefit the
Sisters of Saint Joseph
Chestnut Hill • Philadelphia

All Hotel Taxes and Service Charges
included — No monies will be
refunded for any unused portion of
the tour. The law requires that a raffle
prize be taxable to the winner in the
year that the prize is made available.

P U RC H A S E YO U R T I C K E T O N L I N E AT. . .
h t t p s : // w w w. s s j p h i l a . o r g / h o m e /s u p p o r t - o u r - m i s s i o n / f u n d r a i s i n g - e v e n t s /

or Return this section to purchase your ticket(s)
Please send me # __________ Ireland Chance(s) at $100 each. My total enclosed is $ ___________
Name:
Address:

Credit Card Payment

City, State, Zip:

Visa			
American Express

Phone:
Email:

Card#:

Please make checks payable to:
Sisters of Saint Joseph

Mastercard
Discover

For more information call:
(800) 482-6510 or email

Return to:
Sisters of Saint Joseph Development Office development@ssjphila.org
9701 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19118-2694

CV Code:

Exp. Date:

Signature:
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Mount Saint Joseph Convent
9701 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19118-2694
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
www.SSJphila.org
Blog
Facebook
Flickr
Twitter
YouTube

www.http://ssjphila.blogspot.com
www.facebook.com/ssjphiladelphia
http://bit.ly/ssjflickr
http://twitter.com/ssjphila
http://bit.ly/ssjyoutube

Do you know someone who would like to receive One With?

Send the name and mailing address to us at the address above, or email cpollock@ssjphila.org or phone 215.248.7269

Sisters at Saint Joseph
Villa celebrated Mickey
Mouse's 92nd birthday in
November.
Pictured from left,
Clare Moran SSJ and
Kathleen Moriarty SSJ.
Pictured inset
St. Rose
Dwyer SSJ.

Photos
courtesy
Saint Joseph
Villa.

