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Welcome to 
One With,  
the magazine of the Sisters 
of Saint Joseph of Philadel-
phia.

This edition offers a pot-
pourri of stories highlight-
ing some of the ways that 
we strive to be “One With 
the dear neighbor” in the 
ordinary and extraordinary 
events of our times. It also 
introduces various people 
who partner with us in 
these efforts. 

You will meet several people affected by the extraordinary event of 
Hurricane Sandy and those who generously responded to their needs. 
You also will meet some of the wonderful residents of Bethlehem Vil-
lage, one of our three congregationally sponsored retirement homes 
for senior citizens that is supported by HUD. Their daily lives are filled 
with ordinary stories of remarkable goodness. 

Along with our Sisters and Associates, this edition features others who 
join us in being “one with the dear neighbor,” particularly the young 
women who have committed themselves to our “SSJ Mission Corps.”

You will also encounter one of our Senior Sister Artists who is still 
zealously at work as well as learn the latest on what’s happening in 
Development. 

Finally, come to Saint Martin de Porres Church with us and view the 
stained glass window tribute in honor of all the Sisters of Saint Joseph 
who have been “one with the dear neighbor” as they ministered in 
North Philadelphia for more than 100 years. 

Our Jesuit Founder Father Medaille and our early sisters in 17th cen-
tury France frequently spoke about the “dear neighbor.” The French 
word they used for neighbor was “prochain” which literally means “the 
person next to you.” This means that everyone is our neighbor.  No one 
is excluded from our loving care and relationship. 

We are so grateful for the many ways you support us in living our mis-
sion and assist us so that we can be one with every kind of dear neigh-
bor. We appreciate you and remember you in prayer each day. May you 
be blessed with a deep sense of God’s abiding love in this New Year.

With prayerful gratitude,

Sister Anne Myers SSJ
Congregational President

onewith
Magazine of the  Sisters of Saint Joseph of Philadelphia  

We invite you to learn more about us by visiting our website www.ssjphila.org, 
on Facebook /www.facebook.com/ssjphiladelphia, at Blogspot www. http://ss-
jphila.blogspot.com/ and follow us on Twitter https://twitter.com/ssjphila.
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We are One with the Dear Neighbor

Hurricane Sandy was Mother Nature at her most fierce. 

Before Hurricane Sandy made landfall October 29, 
2012, news reports sensationalized the storm calling it 
things such as Frankenstorm and Superstorm. It was 
touted as a spectacularly unusual confluence of events, 
with menacing wind gusts, snow and flooding…and 
residents were urged to evacuate. 

Sandy did not disappoint.

For thousands of residents along the east coast their 
worst fears became reality. Approximately 125 people in 
the United States perished. Homes and businesses were 
destroyed, boardwalks swept out to sea, boats catapulted into 
buildings, street signs mangled and in Seaside Heights, New 
Jersey, the Star Jet roller coaster was lifted from its home on 
Casino Pier and deposited into the ocean.

Others were luckier; they had flooded basements, downed 
trees, damaged roofs and prolonged loss of power. Through-
out New Jersey and New York, gas shortages resulted in long 
lines, frustrated people and gas rationing. People waited, 
people prayed and people reached out to other people. 

For Sisters of Saint Joseph, the first thoughts after the storm 
were finding ways to provide help to those suffering. Upon 
learning our sisters who live and work in places impacted 
along the storm’s path were well, our sisters and associates 
leaped into action. 

Now three months later, those devastated by Hurricane 
Sandy work to rebuild. Many lost their homes and their 
jobs. There is still great need and thankfully still many 
good people willing to help the stranger and the friend. 

The following pages detail in words and pictures how 
the Sisters of Saint Joseph, both victim and volunteer, 
provided much needed help be it cash or gift cards, 
clothing and household items, an ear to listen with, a 
shoulder to cry upon, and prayers to bring comfort to 
the dear neighbor. Our sisters’ work will continue until 
the recovery is complete.

In the Aftermath of Hurricane Sandy...

3More photos are available at www.ssjphila.org
Shore damage photos — Tim Larsen, New Jersey Governor’s Office. 



Like many towns along 
the Jersey shore, Belmar 
prepared for Hurri-
cane Sandy. Recogniz-
ing the potential for 
excessive rainfall, New 
Jersey’s Department of 
Environmental Protec-
tion lowered the levels 

of four drinking reservoirs and two lakes to 
mitigate potentially severe flooding. Belmar’s 
Lake Como was significantly drained to prevent 
overflow. Considering that the town did experi-
ence flooding as high as 9 feet, one can only 
imagine how much more severe flooding might 
have been had the lake not been lowered.

At Saint Rose High School, Principal Sister 
Kathy Nace SSJ says, “The church, parish cen-
ter and convent experienced significant dam-
age. In the high school, flooding ranged from 
2.5 to 9 feet. We lost seven classrooms including 
our art and music rooms, two science labs, the 
cafeteria, Little Theater, faculty room and all 
of the office space.” Kathy sent an email to the 
Congregation. In it she reported the devastation 
in the area and indicated where help was need-
ed. Kathy used the telling phrase: Saint Rose — 
where Hope Floats. Soon after the storm ended, 
a disaster relief team had “dewatered” all the 
buildings, removed 800 pounds of dead fish, 
and returned five sea turtles to the ocean.

Weeks later Kathy says, “We are still assessing 
the needs of our families.” Short term needs 
include non-perishable foods, cleaning supplies, 
brooms, mops, buckets, shovels, etc. The Satur-
day after the storm was “our All Hands on Deck 
Day (pun intended).” We were determined to 
re-open on Monday, November 12.

In response to the email, several sisters or-
ganized relief efforts. Sister Sharon White 
SSJ wanted to be one of those “on deck.” She 
reported, “I sent a copy of Kathy Nace’s email 
to friends and colleagues, and in one day, my 
car was filled with donated items.” Sister Lil 
Needham SSJ and Sharon arranged drop off 

spots for needed supplies, gathered 
volunteers and drove to Belmar on 
Saturday, November 10. 

Sister Kathy Claflin SSJ was one 
of those volunteers. Kathy says, 
“Sandy had no particular pattern to 
her destruction. First, debris on the 
sidewalk outside the homes broke 
my heart. How do you begin to 
restore the home where you shared 
a lifetime of memories with your 
family? Next, I was overwhelmed 
as I witnessed the goodness of over 
400 volunteers (alums, parents, 
students and neighbors) who were 

‘ready for any good work’ to help 
prepare the school for students re-
turn. They were soon busy assisting 
individual families with cleanup, 
sorting through donations and dis-
tributing food—all while being a 
compassionate presence for all who 
needed to talk or cry. During that 
challenging time, our ‘dear neigh-
bors’ of Belmar reached out to one 
another with a spirit of gracious 
generosity. That Saturday, I experi-
enced the Gospel in action.”
 
“The devastation I had imagined 
didn’t begin to touch the reality 

Volunteers Sisters Celeste Mokrzycki, Helen Patrick Clifton, Connie Trainor, 
Kathy Claflin, Barbara Ferraiolo, Mrs. Kate Shoup and two Saint Rose students.

Belmar — a displaced building deposited near the beach. Photo: Tim Larsen, New 
Jersey  Governor’s Office

The Gospel in Action
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of the situation,” said Sister Connie 
Trainor SSJ who joined the oth-
ers in relief efforts. “Although I was 
upset with the devastation, I was also 
touched by the goodness and generos-
ity of so many people who came to 
help. Students, parents, faculty, staff, 
alums and many others came to lend a 
hand. It was truly an amazing experi-
ence to witness their readiness to do 
whatever they could to get Saint Rose 
up and running.”

On site, Sharon met volunteer Janet 
Richardson, a social worker intern. Af-
terward, Janet sent Sharon an email in 
which she wrote, “My only knowledge 
of the Saint Rose School community 
was what I had seen on television. To 
my delight, along with all the Sisters of 
Saint Joseph, I was greeted warmly. I 
saw hope and faith on the faces of the 
locals…It was clear that the students 
love their school, and I was in awe of 
their fond loyalty. Students like them 
make the future look bright.”

Sister Margie Gavaghan SSJ lived and 
worked at Saint Rose for more than 
20 years. Margie says, “Much of my 
heart lives in Saint Rose and Belmar.” 
Margie and her brother Jim swung into 
action. Friends and family members 
were quick to donate to the cause. She 
and Jim loaded up a truck owned by a 
friend and drove to Belmar. Donated 
items included bed linens, towels, 
silverware, dishes and clothes. Margie  
says, “Belmar was so devastated that 
you couldn’t travel. Police checkpoints 
were everywhere and motorists were 
stopped and asked about their destina-
tion and purpose.” 

Once at Saint Rose, Margie was 
pleased to see the students helping to 
sort donations. Teachers and athletic 
coaches—many she had taught—were 
hard at work. In groups, grade school 
and high school students were going to 

homes of those 
who needed 
help. They knew 
many people 
who had lost 
everything.

“It was very 
devastated,” 
says Margie of 
the parish, the 
school and town. 
“The boardwalk 
is gone.” 

Somewhere in the course of 
the journey, Margie’s wallet, 
full of donated cash and gift 
cards, got knocked out of the 
truck. She and Jim retraced 
their steps and went to the 
police station to see if it had 
been turned in. Among the 
police were several former 
students. The wallet had not 
been found. Later, Margie received a 
call from the police informing her that 
a lady from Asbury Park found it and 
turned it into the police. Margie says, 
“It was crushed, but no damage was 
done to the gift cards. Everything was 
fine. God is good.”

Army National Guard  places flag on a Belmar beach.
An important message graces a rock near the beach.
Volunteers sort and pack donations.
Kathy Nace SSJ  watches and waits. 5



Little Ferry and Moonachie, New Jersey

by Sister Barbara Boyle SSJ

A True Ministry of Listening and Presence Lives in

Another of Sandy’s victims was the 
parish of St. Margaret of Cortona, 
serving Little Ferry and Moonachie, 
NJ. When the berm holding back the 
Hackensack River succumbed to the 
storm surge, polluted water rushed 
through the streets, quickly rising 
to ruin homes, businesses, public 
buildings and the entire parish plant. 
Seventy-five percent of Little Ferry was 
covered with 4 to 6 feet of water.

Sister Dorothy Donovan SSJ, who has 
ministered in the parish for nearly 20 
years, described the devastation result-
ing from the tidal surge that sent 3 feet 
of water into the rectory and church 
sanctuary and 4 feet into the parish 
center. Dorothy says, “The sanctuary 
lay in pieces without electricity or heat. 
The public address system was ruined, 
as were the organ and vestments. Mold 
everywhere necessitated a nearly com-
plete gutting of the church.” 

In an almost unthinkable turn of 
events, on November 24th Rev. Art 
Humphrey, who served as pastor for 13 
years, passed away at a hospice, Villa 
Marie Claire. It was decided to spare 
him the knowledge of his ruined par-
ish so that he might die peacefully. The 
archdiocese approved using the now 
barren sanctuary for a brief afternoon 
viewing for the sake of parishioners, 
but the funeral was held at St. Francis 
of Assisi in Ridgefield Park. 

Dorothy describes the loss of both 
church and pastor as “almost over-
whelming” but adds, “Self-pity is a 
luxury we can’t afford.” She notes that 
neither the temporary administrator, 
Rev. Ted Osabahr, nor the new pas-

tor, Rev. Kevin Carter, com-
plained about what they have 
inherited. 

The parishioners, who have 
lost so much, are concerned 
about others. Because the 
annual Giving Tree was 
impossible, they worry that 
those they usually help will 
have to ‘do without.’ Children 
who have been displaced and 
bused to other schools are 
worried about missing their 
“religion classes” and parents 
are willing to do “whatever” 
and to go “wherever” to get 
their children back to reli-
gious education classes. Doro-
thy remarks, “The greatest 
lesson I have learned is what 
church really is: a commu-
nity.”

Repairs at St. Margaret’s are 
expected to exceed $1 million, but help 
has been arriving from unexpected 
sources. A Catholic school in Bogota 
raised $1,800; a Franciscan sister held 
a raffle at her ministry and sent several 
hundred dollars; the book company 
has agreed to replace all the lost stu-
dent textbooks free of charge. Other 
parishes sent donations or called to ask 
what they “can do for the kids.” This 
resulted in new Bibles and classroom 
supplies. People and businesses ask 
how they can help, or just call to say 
they are praying for the parish. Sister 
Dorothy’s local community of Queen 
of Peace paid a large phone bill and 
permitted her to use a house gas card, 
since it has been five weeks without 
a collection. Individual sisters have 

made donations, and all pray daily for 
St. Margaret’s.

What has impressed Sister Dorothy? 
“People are relating to this disaster in 
the season of Advent. They are patient 
and are waiting with hope. Many say, 
‘we will get through this’ and ‘we will 
come out of this stronger and better.’ 
The generosity of parishioners: ‘Call 
if I can do anything—I can take a few 
days off from work to help.’ Or simply 
ask, ‘How are you doing?’ ”

Dorothy concludes, “It will be a very 
long time before our buildings are us-
able. In the meantime I must remem-
ber that true ministry is the ministry 
of listening and presence.”

 Photos: Tim Larsen , New Jersey  Governor’s Office
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“Our people are still homeless,” says Sister Josephine 
Wade SSJ of countless Saint Denis parishioners and 
Manasquan residents. The school and convent were 
badly flooded and the parish chapel on the beach was 
destroyed. Fortunately, wonderful contractors cleaned 
and dried out part of the school so it could become 
a distribution center for much needed items. “At one 
point as many as 18 Servepro trucks were on site,” says 
Josephine. The Thursday after the storm the center was 
ready by 9 a.m. and the first truck of donated goods ar-
rived at 10:30 a.m.

The interfaith relief effort included coordination among 
several churches. A neighboring protestant church fed 
victims one breakfast and one hot dinner daily. Three 
weeks after the storm meeting needs required just one 
hot meal on the weekend.

The aftermath of Hurricane Sandy is “Devastating, but 
wonderful,” says Josephine. “It has brought out the very 
best in people. We have great neighbors.” Those ‘neigh-
bors’ include people in places near and far. Students 
and faculty of St. John Fisher School in Rancho Palos 
Verdes, California held the special event, Bucks for the 
Boardwalk, to benefit Saint Denis. Parishioners Nicholas 
and Carolyn Balotti contacted people they knew from 
‘The Little Chapel on the Beach’ in Wrightsville, North 
Carolina. In response, three trucks full of donations 
were delivered. 

“Much is still up in the air,” says Josephine. The bottom 
floor of school cannot be used. The convent’s chapel is 
now used to accommodate CCD. In spite of the storm, 
the church opened the next day with only candles for 
light. The area just one block away from the chapel is so 
badly damaged, Josephine says, “It is devastated. Until 
December 3, you couldn’t use the bridges. Across the 
railroad tracks, it is so bad some people don’t know 
where their homes are and cars are totaled.” 

“The shore area is never going to be the same,” Josephine 
says. “That’s what we are told by media and politicians—
that it will never be the same.”

Each Christmas season Saint Denis has a giving tree. 
“This year we made another tree especially for Hurri-
cane Sandy victims.” The response was overwhelming; 
“We had to send out for more cards.”

Manasquan, New Jersey

Photo courtesy of St. John Fisher School Rancho Palos Verdes, CA

Witnessing the Best in People in

Photos top and center 
courtesy of Josephine 
Wade SSJ.

Pictured: 
Storm damaged build-
ings 

Saint Denis students say 
thank you.

St. John Fisher School in 
California
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Supporting the Dear Neighbor in Need
Point Pleasant Beach, New Jersey

of our parishioners and their families 
and friends.” As of early December, the 
Parish distributed thousands of dollars 
in financial aid in the form of gift cards 
for food, home improvements, house-
hold goods, gasoline purchases and 
other commodities. “The generosity of 
people from churches of all denomi-
nations is incredible,” says Christine. 
”The Point Pleasant Beach High 
School Class of 1951 sent in donations 
and the Masonic Club is just a phone 
call away for those needing help to 
remove debris from their homes.” 

“Again and again the stories of the 
recipients have touched our hearts,” 
says Pat. “Jeanine, a widowed young 
mother whose first floor was inundat-
ed by flood waters had to be rescued. 
Most of her possessions are gone but 
she retrieved her precious photos and 
is so grateful. Mary Ann, still grieving 
the recent loss of her husband now 
faces the loss of the home she shared 
with him. Lisa was happy 
to receive aid. Her husband 
lost all of his tools and thus 
his job to the ocean’s wrath. 
The parish gift will enable 
him to get back to work.

The stories go on and on, 
stories of lost employment, 
refusal by insurance com-
panies to fund replacement 
and/or repair. Pat says, “As 
I spoke to each family who 
came for help, I saw despair 
in their eyes and yet hope as 
well. Our shared hugs and 
tears comingled with smiles 
of encouragement and 
promised prayers.”    

The stories have affected all of us,” 
Christine says. “It is beautiful to hear 
how little children gave up their bikes 
and helmets to children who had noth-
ing.” After Mass a woman approached 
Christine and said “Sister, please 
pray for me. I have two little children 
and have lived in three places in four 
weeks. We just found a rental and my 
little ones are afraid Santa won’t find 
them for Christmas.”

Our parish is grateful to those who 
reached out with care and concern. 
As the Road to Recovery widens, the 
people of Saint Peter’s remain ready 
with physical and emotional support, 
as well as with prayer for our dear 
neighbor in need.

Point Pleasant Beach was among the 
hardest hit beach towns. Residents 
were amazed and shocked by what 
they discovered after the storm: boats 
thrown onto streets and railroad 
tracks, roofs ripped off buildings, shell 
remnants of homes and a boardwalk 
that, in places where it hadn’t been 
washed away, looked like a roller 
coaster. 

“We are doing everything we can to 
help them,” says Sister Christine Iaco-
bacci SSJ of the Point Pleasant Beach 
Community. Some 27 school families 
and several CCD families have lost 
everything. Immediately after the hur-
ricane passed, Saint Peter’s parishio-
ners responded swiftly to the the needs 
of the community. 

Sister Pat McClure SSJ says, “Right 
away, people were calling to ask what 
they could do. By Tuesday, November 
6 we had set up a distribution center in 
the school cafeteria. Scores of volun-
teers came to offer their services. By 
day’s end, the room was filled with 
clothing. By the end of that week 
cleaning supplies, diapers and baby 
items, personal care and paper prod-
ucts were added to our store.” 

Pat says, “The stories that emanated 
from our center are stories of pain and 
hope that always include expressions 
of gratitude for life itself. These stories 
touched us. Our volunteers listened 
with the heart of Jesus responded with 
love and kindness.”

Saint Peter’s recovery efforts continue 
to progress through stages. Pat says, 
“We have moved from crisis to relief 
to recovery and now are in the fourth 
stage of our efforts to meet the needs 

Sisters Pat McClure  and Jeanne Morgan 
in the St. Peter School  Distribution 
Center
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As opportunity permitted, more sisters sent 
word of their Post-Sandy Experiences. 

Sister Terry Shaw SSJ said, “We were with-
out power at Saint Mary Convent in Newark 
from October 29-November 7. We traveled 
to Teaneck to stay with our sisters at Thea 
House for a few of those cold nights. We lost 
everything in our refrigerator and freezer, 
but our inconveniences were minor com-
pared to so many others. We feel fortunate.”

Reports from Other Places
N

ew
ar

k
W

ild
w

oo
d

Ri
dg

efi
el

d

25,000,000,0001

Estimated dollar value of the 
lost business activity as a result 
of Sandy, according to financial 
analysis firm IHS Global Insight.

8,100,000
Number of homes that lost 
power. The outages affected 
people in 17 states, as far west as 
Michigan.

1
Percentage of Jersey Central 
Power & Light customers who 
remained without power the 
evening before Thanksgiving, ac-
cording to the company. Between 
October 28 and November 12, 
employees worked 16-hour shifts 
to respond to 1.3 million report-
ed power outages.

Top Waves2

n 39.67 feet 500 miles southeast  
      of Atlantic City, NJ

n 32.5 feet just outside New  
      York Harbor entrance

n 21.7 feet lower Lake Michigan

Highest Rainfall by State
Andrews AFB, MD: 15.3” (un-
confirmed)
Easton, MD: 12.55”
Wildwood Crest, NJ: 11.67”
Virginia Beach, VA: 9.57”
Milford, DE: 9.55”
Maysville, WV: 7.75”
Hanover, PA: 7.61”
Washington, DC: 5.44”
Lorain, OH: 4.29”
East Milton, MA: 3.03”
Jaffrey, NH: 3.83”
Niagara Falls, NY: 3.02”
Willimantic, CT: 1.43”

From Wildwood, Sister Sheila Murphy 
SSJ wrote: “The entire ground floor of 
school, which is now called Cape Trin-
ity Catholic, had two inches of water. The 
good news is that workers were in by Tues-
day morning getting water out and setting 
up high-powered fans. That was all that 
was needed to dry out the cafeteria and the 
classrooms west of the cafeteria. The area 
east of the cafeteria is a different story. The 
computer lab, library, and music room as 
well as all the offices suffered floor dam-
age, and we don’t want students walking 
through torn up areas.

We postponed our Middle States visit, 
scheduled to begin November 11th until 
spring. Still, we are grateful. We know our 
issues are nothing compared with those on 
the coast in central New Jersey.”

Some Sandy Statistics

Sister Mary Ann Pfund SSJ, who cares 
for her father in Ridgefield, New Jersey, 
says, “Being without power was a chal-
lenge for Dad. It was pretty cold, but we 
got through it. We had to discard food, 
but that can be replaced. Others lost a 
great deal more. With your prayers and 
support, we are blessed.”

Highest Wind Gusts by 
State (>74 mph)
Eatons Neck, NY: 94 mph
Montclair, NJ: 88 mph
Westerly, RI: 86 mph
Madison, CT: 85 mph
Cuttyhunk, MA: 83 mph
Allentown, PA: 81 mph
Highland Beach, MD: 79 mph
Chester Gap, VA: 79 mph

Highest Snow Amount by 
State 
Redhouse, MD: 29”
Clayton, WV: 33.0”
Champion, PA: 13”
Haywood County, NC: 24”
Norton, VA: 24”
Mt. Leconte, TN.: 34”
Payne Gap, KY: 14”
Bellefontaine, OH: 3.5”

Top Storm Surges:
n The Battery, NY: 9 feet   
      above normal

n Kings Point, NY: 12.5 feet  
      above normal

n New Haven, CT: 9 feet  
      above normal

1 http://nation.time.
com/2012/11/26/hurricane-sandy-
one-month-later/
2 Accuweather.com
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There is a Chinese Proverb that says 
“A good neighbor—a found treasure.” 
That very sentiment is at the heart 
of Bethlehem Retirement Village in 
Flourtown, Pennsylvania. A Sponsored 
Work of the Sisters of Saint Joseph 
founded in 1984, the 100 apartments 
at Bethlehem Village offer housing 
to seniors living on a limited income. 
Bethlehem Village is supported by 
funds from the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development (HUD).

Sister Judy Oliver SSJ has managed 
the property for the past six years. 
“Our partnership with HUD is very 
positive,” says Judy. “The Philadelphia 
HUD office staff works very hard to 
ensure that as many eligible people as 
possible receive adequate affordable 
housing. They truly care about the 
people they serve and are supportive of 
projects like Bethlehem Village. They 
partner with us to meet the housing 
needs of the people of our area.”

As a Sponsored Work, Bethlehem Vil-
lage is directed in the spirit and mis-
sion of the Sisters of Saint Joseph. Judy 
believes, “If we have nothing more to 
offer than any other HUD facility, then 
we are failing in our mission. We’ve 

got to be different. If being a Sister of 
Saint Joseph is about relationships then 
we have to find a way to foster those 
relationships…a way by which people 
feel safe...a way by which people feel 
this is their home...by which they feel a 
sense of community, or by which they 
feel a sense that there is support here.”
The residents agree. They believe that 
Bethlehem Village is a special place 
and at the heart of it—the Sisters of 
Saint Joseph.

Ruth Stehle, age 96, is the only remain-
ing original resident. She and Bernard, 
her late husband of 59 years, were 
among the first residents to move in. 
Asked what is the best thing about 
living at Bethlehem Village, Ruth says, 
“Well, gosh, there are so many things. 
Maybe it’s the people who live here 
and the fact that you are not alone in 
your old age. You have companionship, 
neighbors who shop for you if you 
can’t, people who stop in and check 
on you when you don’t feel well; it is 
a wonderful place for that. The sisters 
do a wonderful job. They do all in 
their power to make us happy—I’ll tell 
you that. The sisters we have here are 
just out of this world. You can go to 
them for anything. Even if you have a 

problem or something bothering you, 
that doesn’t have anything to do with 
the building, they’ll talk to you. They 
are wonderful people. And it has been 
that way from the beginning. It’s a true 
treasure.”

Sister Judy gives much of the credit 
for resident satisfaction to the other  
staff. They include Administrative As-
sistant Sister Anna Regina Zink SSJ 
and Social Concerns Director, Sister 
Rita Therese Kehoe SSJ.  Sister Anna 
Louise Schuck SSJ and Sister Miriam 
Fidelis Tobin SSJ handle evening 
and weekend security. Maintenance 
worker Frank Sicoli (since 1994) and 
housekeeper Judy Quain (since 2009) 
complete the team.

Many of the residents volunteer regu-
larly. Whether it’s vacuuming half of a 
hallway, working the reception desk, 
maintaining the lobby grandfather 
clock or monitoring the corridor for 
door tags, their contributions build a 
sense of ownership and community.

Rita says, “We have a social room, an 
atrium area outside of which is a small 
gazebo, and pretty surroundings where 

Bethlehem Retirement Village
Where the Dear Neighbor 
is Aging in Place
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deer frolic through the yard. Many residents call it a little slice 
of heaven. Some feel as if they live at a country club.”

“In the spirit of inclusivity we have a Resident Association, 
but no dues are associated with it. You belong to the Associa-
tion by virtue of living here,” says Judy.  “All of the activities 
are financed through sales from Alice’s Corner Thrift Shop, 
located in a tiny corner of the social room. Donated goods sell 
at Alice’s for 10 cents and up. Rita coordinates that. We sell 
grocery store gift cards and the small profit goes to the activi-
ties fund as well. The residents like using the gift cards at the 
stores.”

Peace of mind is provided to residents because they know that 
while they may live alone, they are not alone. Judy explains, 
“Everyday by 11:00 a.m. residents put out a door tag which 
indicates that they are up. One resident on each corridor 
checks the tags. If they find an apartment without a tag on 
the door, they notify Rita and we will knock on the door. If 
unanswered, we go into the apartment to see if everything is 
okay.” Rita says, “More often than not they just forgot.” Each 
apartment has two emergency pulls for residents who are ex- 
periencing distress. Each distress call is responded to immedi- 
ately—24 hours a day, seven days a week.”

Many residents seem to share the charism of the Sisters of 
Saint Joseph. An SSJ Associate Program at Bethlehem Vil-
lage (see article on page 14) provides a great opportunity for 
resident associates to be active and meet regularly. Programs 
at each meeting are helpful for the group which has specific 
needs; i.e., wound care and senior issues, and societal issues 
like hunger and human trafficking. Associates can get to a 
meeting without having to leave the building. Many residents 
who aren’t associates often attend meetings. “Associates here 
are ‘big pray-ers’—like the Villa, we too are a power house of 
prayer,” says Rita. They are big supporters of the Villa Chance 
Drive, Villa events, and Saint Joseph Guild cards.”

“We try to make it as easy as we can for them,” says Rita. 
“They have aged in place—a majority of them—they want to 
stay here as long as they can.” 

Marie Delaney was on the waiting list for 2 ½ years before she 
became a resident in 2006. Marie had worked for Redeemer 
Health Systems and regularly came to the Villa to interview 
potential Medicaid patients. Through her work she learned 
about Bethlehem Village. “I had my name in at Holy Redeem-
er and I had my name in here. It was just a matter of which 
became available first. It was Bethlehem Village and I have 
been happy since,” says Marie.  “It is an extremely safe place 

Pictured top from left: Judy Oliver SSJ, Rita Therese Kehoe SSJ 
and Anna Regina Zink SSJ

Pictured bottom from left: Anna Louise Schuck SSJ and 
Miriam Fidelis Tobin SSJ 11



She got a list of properties from the 
Department of Welfare. “On that list, 
I saw the name Bethlehem Village. I 
liked the name,” she said. “I thought it 
would have to be nice with a name like 
that. The icing on the cake, was know-
ing that it was owned and operated by 
the Sisters of Saint Joseph. They know 
how to treat people.” For Rosemarie, 
one of the nicest things about her home 
is that “I can truly be myself. People 
accept you for who you are.” She also 
appreciates the prayer service held 
when a neighbor passes away. Rosema-
rie is one of the original SSJ Associates 
at Bethlehem Village and a long time 
volunteer at the Villa, where she has 
helped in the podiatry department and 
as a Eucharistic Minister.

“Bethlehem Village is the best life. I 
really love it. I am very happy here,” 
says Carolyn Cabell, ‘CC’, who spent 
just three months on the waiting list 
prior to making Bethlehem her home 
in 2006. Although she worked as a 
nursing assistant at the Villa for 21 
years, CC never knew about Bethlehem 
Village. One day she told the sisters she 
was selling her house in Germantown 
and moving to an apartment. “They 
told me how to bury Saint Joseph 

to live. We are included in activities 
with the Villa and Motherhouse. With 
Sister Rita here, we do have a lot of 
things going on—a lot of things going 
on.” A parishioner of Saint Genevieve, 
Marie often goes to Mass at the Villa 
on Sundays because that is the day she 
volunteers at the Villa Gift Shop. On 
on some Sunday evenings she serves 
dinner to the sisters on the fourth 
floor. Marie is also an SSJ Associate.

Jim Connor learned of Bethlehem Vil-
lage from Sisters at the Villa where his 
mother-in-law had been a resident. Jim 
says, “One of the sisters suggested my 
wife and I get on the waiting list. We 
didn’t at that time.” Jim’s wife passed 
away and he sold their Erdenheim 
home of 50 years before moving into 
an apartment owned by his son. He 
spent two years on the waiting list 
before becoming a resident in Decem- 
ber 2006. “I have a lot of friends here,” 
says Jim. “Sister Rita is the activities 
lady and everything she does is just 
perfect. We have holiday parties and 
parties just to have a party.” Events 
usually begin at 6:30 p.m. and are over 
by 8:30 p.m. “Often it takes until 9:30 
p.m. to get everybody out of there.” Jim 
is in charge of the grandfather clock lo- 
cated in the lobby. Jim works with the 
clock’s weights and chains to ensure 
that it keeps accurate time.

Jim is a faithful volunteer at the Villa. 
Currently Jim is a walker/talker volun- 
teer.  “I visit rooms where people are 
able to have visitors to see how they are 
and if they need anything,” says Jim. 
Previously he volunteered two days 
a week for five years in the Physical 
Therapy Department. He took patients 
to and from physical therapy.

Rosemarie Llewellyn was lucky to have 
waited only six weeks before getting an 
apartment. She moved to Bethlehem 
Village in 2006. “I was looking at low 
income apartments,” says Rosemarie. 

Pictured from top: Ruth Stehle and 
Jim Connor 

Opposite Page from top: Rosemarie 
Llewellyn, Carolyn Cabell and 
Marie Delaney
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upside down in my yard and my home sold in two 
weeks.” 

Later when CC mentioned to the sisters at the Villa 
that she was placing applications for HUD senior fa-
cilities, they told her, “We have one here. Get your ap-
plication in.” CC says, “I never knew. I thought it was 
another building for the SSJs.” She hand delivered her 
application on her 62nd birthday. Two months later 
Anna phoned to tell her there would be an efficiency 
apartment available in one month. “I took it. I didn’t 
care if I had to live in a closet—I wanted to live here. I 
know the sisters. I know it is clean. I know it’s in good 
order. The sisters are so good to us and I know that 
from 21 years experience with them and not just on 
the workforce, but individually as well. They are very 
compassionate and caring and I trust them.” 

CC now volunteers regularly at the Villa, feeding resi-
dents unable to feed themselves, doing laundry and 
just visiting. She is also an SSJ Associate.

It’s not only the residents who love being at Bethlehem 
Village. The Sisters who work here enjoy it so much 
that often it doesn’t feel like work to them. Anna says, 
“I love the people here and they love being here.” A 
history teacher for more than 30 years, Anna Regina 
volunteered at Bethlehem Village for a few summers. 
Anna enjoyed it so much, she requested to be consid-
ered if a staff opening came up. It did; she jumped at 
the opportunity and has been there for 25 years. 

Sister Rita joined the staff in 2007. “It’s the people 
who make this a wonderful place. The residents are so 
happy here that we never have to advertise; they do it 
for us,” says Rita.

Each sister who works at Bethlehem Village is grate-
ful to Sister Joan Grelis SSJ, the Manager from 1983 
to 2006, for creating the great community spirit that 
endures today.

Judy says, “This place is a gift to our Congregation. It’s 
not just that it is a sponsored work. These people and 
this place are a blessing to us as Sisters of Saint Joseph.

To learn more about Bethlehem Retirement Village visit 
their website at:  www.bethlehemretirementvillage.org.
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SSJ Associates of Bethlehem Village
34 Strong and Growing

The power of one person, one mo-
ment or one action can be amazing. 
At the Bethlehem Retirement Village 
resident and Villa volunteer, Rose-
marie Llewellyn is that “power of one 
person.” 

Rosemarie discovered the SSJ Associ-
ate Program through conversation 
with the sisters at the Villa where 
she volunteered. While discussing 
her volunteer work at St. Francis Inn 
Ministries in Philadelphia and her 
orientation process with the Third Or-
der of Franciscans, Rosemarie asked 
Sister Mary Teresa Willmanns if the 
Sisters of Saint Joseph had a similar 
group. Sister told Rosemarie about the 
SSJ Associates. “I was interested,” says 
Rosemarie. “Five minutes later, there 
was somebody there to tell me about 
the Associate Program.” After attend-
ing orientation, Rosemarie told four of 
her friends at Bethlehem Village about 
the Associate program. Soon, five new 
Associates were born.

In 2009, Sister Judy Oliver SSJ, 
Manager of Bethlehem Village, asked 
Rosemarie what she thought about 
having an Associate Group at Bethle-
hem Village. Rosemarie says, “I liked 
the idea and put up some flyers.” Today 
there are 34 Associates and three are 
going through the orientation process.

The Bethlehem Village Associate 
Group is very active, conducts regu-
lar meetings and coordinates special 
events to raise funds for projects. 
Among these are fundraisers for 
Children’s Hospital and the yearly Poor 
Man’s Supper to benefit St. Francis Inn 
Ministries’ soup kitchen in Philadel-
phia. The supper takes place during 
Holy Week. Good will offerings supply 
the ingredients; several associates and 
Bethlehem Village residents prepare 
the soup, which is then sold to resi-
dents at Bethlehem Village. The event 
usually brings in $400. 

From left to right: Associates Claire Shields, Rosemarie Llewellyn, Pat Tait and Bethlehem 
Village resident volunteer Joan Chassey

SSJ Associate Program

The SSJ Associate Program may be for 
you if:

•	 You are seeking to engage in a 
deeper, more intentional spiritual 
practice with others on the faith 
journey.

•	 You are looking for a faith com-
munity with which to pray, min-
ister and celebrate God’s presence 
in life.

•	 You desire to further social justice 
– particularly on behalf of the 
economically poor and unjustly 
deprived. 

•	 You realize that life has a deeper 
meaning when lived in the con-
text of reflection, shared experi-
ences and meaningful ritual.

The Sisters of Saint Joseph of Phila-
delphia invite women and men, 18 or 
older, of diverse backgrounds, to join 
them in responding to the Gospel call 
of unity and reconciliation.

Associates live the mission in ways as 
varied as the ordinary circumstances 
of their lives. “We Live And Work So 
That All People May Be United With 
God And With One Another.”  
(Constitutions, Sisters of Saint Joseph)

For more information contact:

SSJ Associates in Mission
Mount Saint Joseph Convent
9701 Germantown Avenue

Philadelphia, PA 19118-2694
Sister Rita Woehlcke

215-248-7239
rwoehlcke@ssjphila.org
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“One Year to Change a Life: You give 
us one year, we’ll give you a deeper 
understanding of yourself, your 
neighbor and God,” is the tagline used 
to promote the SSJ Mission Corps Pro-
gram to prospective volunteers. Now 
in the fourth year, the Mission Corps 
Program has fulfilled that promise to 
approximately nine young women.

In embracing a year-long volunteer 
service program for women ages 
21-35, the Mission Corps participant 
commits to intentionally living out 
the four core values of Community, 
Justice, Spirituality and Simple Living. 
August through June, the volunteers 
live together in community and volun-
teer fulltime with a non-profit organi-
zation in Philadelphia.

Colleen O’Grady, Director of the 
Mission Corps, believes strongly in 
the power of service and its ability to 
have a profound and lasting impres-
sion upon the volunteer. Colleen says, 
“Volunteering offers an awareness of 
something outside of yourself and 
your socioeconomic circle. It provides 
a cross-cultural experience allowing 
one to see how other people live in 
the world.” She believes “Volunteering 
in a service program like the Mission 
Corps offers an opportunity for some-
one to grow in relationship with God, 
to further experience being Christian/
Catholic in the world, and to get to 
know yourself better.” 

“Volunteering after college really gives 
young adults an opportunity to gain 
some pretty intense skills right off the 
bat,” says Colleen. This year’s Mission 
Corps volunteers can attest to that.

One Year to Change a Life
SSJ Mission Corps Volunteers 

In the Kensington neighborhood of Philadelphia, 
Rachel Carey is spending her year of service at the SSJ 
Welcome Center. There, she teaches English to adult 
learners who are new to this country. Service to others 
was ingrained in Rachel’s upbringing where she was ac-
tive in her church youth ministry and enjoyed working 

on projects for the homeless. Last year, Rachel volunteered in Camden, New Jersey, 
with Franciscan Volunteer Ministries. “I found a lot of joy in that,” says Rachel. 

Rachel is already making a positive change in the lives of others. Sister Eileen 
Marnien SSJ, Director of the SSJ Welcome Center, is overjoyed with Rachel’s 
contribution at the Welcome Center. “Rachel is great! She is ready for any good 
work and brings great enthusiasm everyday,” says Eileen. “She has caught our spirit 
and charism and we see it daily in the way she greets people and spends time with 
them.” An ‘unexpected delight’ for the Welcome Center is Rachel’s math and sci-
ence acumen. “We have a handful of high school students, children of our adult 
learners, who come to the Welcome Center after school for tutoring. She has been 
a great relief to those of us who are English and history people. We can take care of 
most pieces—we’re just not too good with all the math and science stuff—Rachel is 
much better at that than any of us.”

Enthusiastic and committed, Rachel is ready to jump into anything. “She has a 
great rapport with students. Often, there is a temptation for tutors to give people 
too much help; not Rachel.  She really encourages people, from adult learners to 
high school students, to find 
their own answers. Sometimes 
its just easier to say  ‘the answer 
is.’  Rachel is very patient and 
consequently the students are 
happier because they figured it 
out themselves.” 

“Having Rachel as a team-
mate in teaching our English 
as a Second Language (ESL) 
students has been a wonder-
ful blessing for me and for our 
students.  Her cheerful man-
ner, her lively singing, and her 
enthusiastic teaching inspire the 
students and me. She embodies 
the motto, ‘Ready for any good 
work,’ ” says Sister Peg Fleming 
SSJ.

Greenbush, New York
LeMoyne College
Chemistry and PhysicsRa

ch
el

Carey

Learn more about the SSJ Mission Corps 
at www.ssjmissioncorps.org

From left: Rachel Carey, Katie Fien and 
Colleen Ryterski
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Sister Judy Ridley SSJ says, “Rachel has jumped into 
the life of the Welcome Center with both feet. She is 
an enthusiastic partner in all of the undertakings in 
this multiservice ministry. Her outgoing personality is 
appreciated by our students and the other volunteers.”  

“Daily, Rachel brings joy to the Welcome Center,” says 
Eileen. It is a delight to see Rachel interact with our 
new neighbors. Language is no barrier because Rachel 
treats everyone with reverence and respect. She truly 
serves the dear neighbor without distinction.”
  
Sister Marian Behrle SSJ says, “Rachel is a very gifted 
young woman. Her patience, enthusiasm and creativi-
ty come alive in her evening English classes with adult 
learners. She is truly a wonderful presence.”
 
Rachel knows that all experiences impact the future. 
“I think about what’s going to happen, and how I can 
make a positive change,” says Rachel. “I’d like to think 
in the future I could be a college professor teaching 
something that is going to have an impact, such as ap-
plied physical chemistry. The course work is practical 
and necessary for people such as doctors, engineers, 
lawyers, and teachers. What good is learning if not to 
use it to have a positive impact on others?”

Rachel is currently applying to graduate school and  
would love to stay in Philadelphia.

Pinkneyville, Illinois 
Rend Lake College
Arts & Sciences

Co
lle

en

Ryterski
Throughout high school 
Colleen Ryterski knew 
she wanted to devote a 
year to a longterm service 
project—she just didn’t 
know which to choose. 
The answer became crys-
tal clear to her when she 

learned about the Mission Corps Program. Colleen 
says, “I researched the program and it had everything 
I wanted.” She has not been disappointed.

Saint Martin de Porres Catholic School in North Phil-
adelphia is Colleen’s work site. “I hoped to work with 
children,” says Colleen. She got her wish. She works as 
a teacher’s aide in the Kindergarten class. Of her job 
Colleen says, “Oh my goodness—these children are 
the light of my life.” 

Top: Rachel Carey at the SSJ Welcome Center with students and Sister 
Peg Fleming SSJ

Middle: Colleen Ryterski with Kindergarten students at Saint Martin de 
Porres

Bottom: Katie Fien works on math problems with La Salle Academy 
students. 
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As a teacher’s aide, Colleen helps with 
things such as arts and crafts and focus-
ing groups of students during ‘center 
time’ while the teacher is instructing 
a small group. She assists by checking 
students’ daily work, providing aid to 
the students when they are using ipads 
and taking them to lunch. 

Sister Nancy Fitzgerald SSJ, Principal 
of Saint Martin de Porres, is pleased 
to have Colleen on staff. “Some of the 
qualities she consistently demonstrates 
are: generosity, compassion and joy. 
Her ready smile, sense of humor and 
willingness to ‘do anything’ remind us 
that she has the SSJ spirit of ‘ready to do 
any good work,’ ” says Nancy.

“Colleen also works one-on-one with a 
struggling first grader to help him learn 
to read,” says Nancy. “We would never 
be able to give him this kind of atten-
tion without her.” Colleen is also assist-
ing with the generation of the school’s 
alumni list.

The children really like having Colleen 
in the classroom. “The other day, for 
the first time, she was late to school,” 
says Nancy. “The entire kindergarten 
class told her she would have to stay 
after school for detention because they 
missed her and noticed she wasn’t 
there.”

“Volunteering with the Mission Corps 
provides me with a year to accomplish 
my desire to perform service and collect 
my thoughts about my future,” says Col-
leen. “My parents are glad that I took 
the time to stop and think about what I 
want to do.” 

Nancy says, “Colleen is far from her 
home in Illinois, but she truly has a 
home here in Philadelphia.”

Colleen is applying to Southern Illinois 
University where she hopes to study En-
vironmental Sustainability and Educa-
tion.

The SSJ 
Mission 
Corps 
Program 
is the 
right fit 

for Katie Fien. “For me, the Mission 
Corps provides a better understand-
ing of myself and my call in this 
world,” says Katie. “Before saying yes, 
I thought about it for awhile, I prayed 
on it for a little bit and knew this is 
what I’m called to do now. Not only do 
I want to change other people’s lives, 
but also my own life.”

Katie hoped her worksite would 
involve children. She has significant 
experience working with children 
throughout high school and college. 
In addition to baby sitting and tutor-
ing, Katie was president of her college’s 
Big Brother and Sister program. She 
volunteered at a Kenyan orphanage for 
two weeks. “It was very hard to leave,” 
says Katie. “I was just getting to know 
the children and then I had to leave 
them.” 

Katie got her wish when assigned to 
La Salle Academy (LSA) in North 
Philadelphia, where she is the physical 
education teacher. Teresa Diamond, 
LSA Principal,  believes Katie is a 
living example of “being ready for 
any good work.” Teresa says, “As an 
SSJ Mission Corps Volunteer, Katie is 
often the go-to person when some-
thing unexpected needs to be done. 
She always is cheerfully willing to do 
whatever is asked and often anticipates 
what needs to be done before being 
asked. Katie even recruited Colleen 
and Rachel to help out at our Thanks-
giving dinner and with our food 
baskets.”

She has experienced much of the 
world outside of her home of Roches-
ter, New York. As a High School Am-

Rochester, New York
University of Dayton
Sociology and Social 
Work

Ka
ti

e

Fien bassador with People to People Interna-
tional, Katie traveled to Australia, New 
Zealand and Fiji. “Outside of working 
in soup kitchens with my parents, Fiji 
was my first real encounter with the 
poor. Katie says, “The abundance of 
poverty has stuck with me ever since.”

 “Ms. Katie truly lives out the SSJ 
maxim of being a good neighbor by 
being a role model to our students,” says 
Teresa. “Katie is gentle and kind even 
when she needs to correct behavior.” 
Fourth grader Paola says, “Ms. Katie 
shows she is respectful of us because 
she doesn’t scream at us. She shows me 
how to shoot the basketball when we 
play knockout. Ms. Katie helps us with 
our manners when she tells us to wait 
for our turn during gym class.” Seventh 
grader Brianna says, “Ms. Katie is nice 
and intelligent.” During homework 
club Ms. Katie helps Brianna and her 
classmates when they can’t figure out 
an answer.  She doesn’t give them the 
answer but helps them do the work so 
they can find the answer themselves.

“Katie is courageous and dedicated. 
Like Saint Joseph, both left the comfort 
of their homes to journey to bring Jesus 
to others. Katie lives in a part of the 
city where she is able to experience the 
realities of poverty,” says Teresa. “We 
are grateful that she has chosen LSA to 
share her time and talents as she works 
with us that all may be one.”

Her favorite part of the experience has 
been working with the children. “See-
ing them succeed makes me happy,” 
says Katie. She is currently applying to 
graduate schools to pursue a career in 
social work. 
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The Sisters of Saint Joseph of Philadelphia 
are touched by the dedication of a beauti-
ful stained glass window in their honor at 
Saint Martin de Porres Church in Phila-
delphia.

The window is the brainchild of Father 
Stephen Thorne. Father Steve was edu-
cated by the Sisters of Saint Joseph at Our 
Lady of Holy Souls. “The SSJs have made 
a great commitment to the neighborhood 
through their work in area schools such 
as Saint Martin de Porres, Corpus Christi, 
Our Lady of Holy Souls, and many more,” 
says Father Steve. “We, the Parish of Saint 
Martin de Porres, are thanking them.” 

At Saint Martin de Porres, “the Sisters 
of Saint Joseph have made a significant 
commmitment of resources. Today we 
enjoy five SSJs on staff and seven in the 
convent,” says Father Steve.   

“I am deeply moved by Father Steve’s 
thoughtfulness and his great regard for 
our Congregation and our legacy of 
committed presence to the people. This 
stained glass window is a great honor 
for us and serves as an enduring witness 
to the loving relationship between the 
Sisters of Saint Joseph, clergy, and people 
of this neighborhood,” says Sister Anne 
Myers SSJ, Congregational President.

At Saint Martin de Porres School from left: 
Meaghan Patterson SSJ, Assistant Princi-
pal; Father Stephen Thorne, Pastor; and 
Nancy Fitzgerald SSJ, Principal

For Commitment to the Dear Neighbor — a Beautiful 
Tribute to Sisters of Saint Joseph

from Saint Martin de Porres Church
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At the Villa—Sister Spotlight
Sister Thérèse Benedict  McGuire SSJ, Ph.D.
One can’t help but feel inspired upon 
meeting Sister Thérèse Benedict 
McGuire. She has led a life rich in 
blessings. Thérèse is well-known and 
respected for her artwork and as a 
teacher of art. Her paintings, jewelry 
and sculptural pieces may be found 
throughout the region in schools, 
churches, convents, and in countless 
people’s homes as part of private col-
lections. This year, Thérèse provided 
the artwork for the Development De-
partment’s 2012 Christmas card.

An “accidental artist,” Thérèse says, “I 
never even thought of being an artist. 
I was an English major and with a his-
tory minor, which was good because 
in the end I needed to be able to write 
my dissertation. Being an English 
major really helped.” She credits God 
for “knowing just what steps to take,” 
and Sister Francis Inez Redman SSJ 
with whom she worked at John W. 
Hallahan Catholic Girls’ High School 
in Philadelphia for putting the thought 
of studying art into her mind. “Francis 
Inez was the one who said I should 
study art,“ says Thérèse. “She said to 
me, ‘as soon as you’re finished your 
master’s degree at Catholic University 

go straight to New York University for 
your doctorate.’ I never told anyone 
what she said, but that’s how it ended 
up.” 

Ready for any Good Work 
Thérèse’s career as an artist began 
while teaching at Sacred Heart Grade 
School in Vineland, New Jersey. “The 
music teacher, Sister Catharine Eliza-
beth Murphy SSJ, needed someone 
to make scenery and costumes. She 
asked me and I started that way,” says 
Thérèse. At St. Hubert’s in Philadelphia 
she made panels for the auditorium 
and brightened up the walls of the 
school’s basement. Ready for any good 
work, Thérèse was recruited again 
when working at Hallahan. Thérèse 
says “Sister Francis Inez had me make 
costumes and scenery for Hallahan 
Day.”  Thérèse liked being creative. “I 
always loved to sew. It was fun doing 
the costumes and scenery. I was happy 
they asked me.”

Creativity of a different kind occurred 
while teaching at Notre Dame High 
School in Easton, Pennsylvania. “Sister 
Ann Bernard Carlin SSJ and I worked 
together 15 years writing scripts for 
Channel 39. We had the students do 
a different program each week,” says 
Thérèse. 

Her projects kept growing. “When I 
was at Chestnut Hill College (her final 
teaching position) I did the scenery for 
shows there. It was the same, but big-
ger. The backdrops were 20 feet wide 
and 15 feet high,” says Thérèse. Her 
method always surprised the students. 
“I would just throw the canvas on the 

floor and throw buckets of paint on it 
and just swish it around until I got it 
to be what I wanted it to look like — 
mountains or hills or whatever.”

Learning her craft
In addition to her course work at Cath-
olic University and New York Univer-
sity, Thérèse studied for two summers 
in Venice, Italy. The Venice years are 
among Thérèse’s favorite experiences 
in learning her craft. One assignment 
was to give an impression of Venice in 
an oil painting. Thérèse says, “Oils are 
wonderful because you can have layers 
and layers of color. “I have two mean-
ings behind mine; one is the canals, the 
sides of the buildings, the shimmering 
water and the fornace (furnaces for 
the glass). But, my interpretation is “A 
Living Flame of Love” inspired by the 
John of the Cross’ poem of the same 
name.” 

For Thérèse, making Venetian glass 
was the opportunity of a lifetime. 

Sister Thérèse Benedict McGuire SSJ
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Living Flame of Love

O Living Flame of Love
Which burning dost consume my 

heart
With tenderness untold

Since Thou dost freely move
Deign to consume the veil

Which sunders this sweet converse 
that we hold.

 
— John of the Cross

Her project was the creation of a 
monstrance. Creating Venetian 
glass is “a long drawn out process,” 
says Thérèse. She was required to 
make many drawings, and create 
the piece in clay, then give it to the 
glass blower. She stood beside the 
blower while the piece was formed. 
No one but the glass blower is al-
lowed to work with the glass. “You 
did everything except blow the 
glass, but it was your piece because 
you did everything else. You are the 
one who thought about it, who did 
the mock up and all of the draw-
ings. You are still the artist who did 
it.” 

As a Professor of Art at Chestnut 
Hill College, Thérèse taught many 
aspiring artists. One of her favorite 
classes was jewelry making using 
the ‘lost wax method’ and the cen-
trifugal machine that turns jewelry 
designs made of wax into metal. 

Thérèse Today
In 2009 a major stroke abruptly 
ended Thérèse’s teaching career.  
Of her stroke Thérèse says, “God 
has his reason.” Limited use of her 
right side has provided Thérèse 
with many challenges. In spite of 
obstacles she has found ways to 
continue doing the things that 
bring her joy. She now paints with 
her left hand and uses watercolors. 
Although she never painted with 
her left hand prior to the stroke, 
Thérèse found she was able to do 
so. “I must have been ambidextrous 
without my knowing it. I guess 
so many times when painting my 
right hand was busy, and so I had 
to do something with my left hand 
to keep things going,” says Thérèse.  
Remarkably, Thérèse never thought 
about not painting after the stroke. 

“I just started doing it—to see what 
I could do and all of a sudden it was 
there—so God was good.”  

Becoming a Sister of Saint Joseph
As a sophomore at Holy Family 
Academy in Bayonne, New Jersey, 
Thérèse knew she was called to 
religious life. Thérèse says, “I was 
cleaning the chapel at Holy Family 
one day and I looked up to see Sister 
John Eudes Cooke SSJ kneeling in 
prayer. I thought her face was so 
beautiful. I thought ‘wow’—she must 
really love God. That’s what I want to 
look like when I pray. If I could learn 
to pray like that, that’s where I’m go-
ing. That’s how I became an SSJ.” 

Baptized Bridget McGuire, Thérèse’s 
religious name is derived from her 
parents. “My mother and father 
were members of the Third Order 
of St. Francis Friars of the Atone-
ment. Members of the Third Order 
were given names; her mother was 
Thérèse and her father was Benedict. 
Thérèse says, “My mother suggested 
the name Thérèse Benedict and as 
soon as I heard it, I thought that’s the 
name for me.”

Saint Joseph Villa 
Founded in 1968, Saint Joseph Villa 
in Flourtown, Pennsylvania offers 
health care to the retired and infirm 
Sisters of Saint Joseph and when 
possible, lay persons, clergy and 
other religious communities. The 
fourth through seventh floors are 
home for aging and infirm sisters 
who live in community and receive 
care according to their needs. The 
second and third floors are licensed 
by the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania and certified for Medicare 
and Medical Assistance to provide 
skilled care. Respite care, comfort 
care and hospice care are incorpo-
rated into life at theVilla.

Thérèse’s creations 
Above: Living Flame of Love oil painting
Below: Monstrance, Chalice and Paten
Opposite: Christmas Card— watercolors 
featuring a winter scene
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South Jersey Golf Tournament 
to be held at the Atlantic City 
Country Club
May 13, 2013  
$150 per golfer/$600 per 
foursome. 
 
SSJ Welcome Center 
10th Anniversary Dinner
 to be held at Chestnut Hill College 
May, 17, 2013 — Doors open at 
 6:30 PM, $100 per person.

Women’s Wellness Weekend 
Cape May Point, NJ 
June 7-9, 2013 
Cost of the weekend is $350. 

E
V
E
N
T
S

Celtic Golf Raffle 
Ongoing from January 7, 2013 until 
the drawing on May 6, 2013 — Win 
a trip to Ireland for Two! $100 per 
chance. See page 23 for entry form.
 
Applebee’s Flapjack Fundraiser 
Benefiting the SSJ Welcome Center 
at the Applebee’s Neighborhood 
Restaurant in the Andorra Shopping 
Center, Roxborough, PA
March 9, 2013 from 8 AM-10 AM 
$7.50 per person.

The Keystone State Boychoir 
returns to Mount Saint Joseph 
Convent Chapel for a concert 
March 10, 2013 at 3 PM  
$25 per ticket.

Villa Chance  Drive Winners

The Culp Family
Sold by: Sister Assunta Bonner 
SSJ, Saint Joseph Villa, 
Flourtown, PA

Dora Wade
Sold by: Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Convent, Maple Shade, NJ

Carol Hergen
Sold by: Saint Rita Convent, 
Alexandria, VA

Joseph Chryanowski
Sold by: Saint Timothy 
Convent, Philadelphia, PA

The Hoffman Family
Sold by: Sister Helen Francine 
Cantwell, Saint Joseph Villa, 
Flourtown, PA

Grand Prize $10,000 Winner 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Moore 
of Cape May, NJ

  Sold by: Star of the Sea Convent, Cape May, NJ

$500 Winners

From left: Kathleen Austin SSJ (sold the ticket) Mr. and 
Mrs. Harry Moore and Elizabeth Ferguson SSJ, Director 
of  Development.

Thank you to everyone who participated in this year’s Chance Drive. We raised over $143,000 in support of 
Saint Joseph Villa. We keep all our supporters in our prayers. Good luck next year!

The Lymper Family
Sold by: Christ Our Light Convent, 
Cherry Hill, NJ

Jean & Ben Stonelake
Sold by: Saint Anastasia Convent, 
Newtown Square, PA

Jerry Dalsey
Sold by: Sister Theresa Egan SSJ, 
Saint Joseph Villa, Flourtown, PA

Betsy Horning
Sold by: Saint Matthew Convent, 
Conshohocken, PA

Winifred Krohn
Sold by: Saint Joseph Convent, 
Somers Point, NJ

The Sisters of Saint Joseph Development Office offers sponsorship 
opportunities for all fundraising events. Advertising and donation 
recognition information is available upon request. Please email 
development@ssjphila.org or call 1-800-482-6510 for more infor-
mation about these events, sponsorship opportunities, or to be 
included in future mailing lists.

21



McDermott Circle - Patrons
Mr. Francis E. Jamison
Mr. Samuel P. Jennings
John Charles and Kathryn S. Redmond     
   Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Kane
Mr. William J. Keating
Mr. and Mrs. George J. Kelly*
Mr. and Mrs. Larry E. Kittelberger*
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J. Kleschick
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. Klock*
Knights of Columbus Council #10910,     
   Mebane,  NC
Mr. John C. Konen
Ms. Judith M. Konen*
Mr. Joseph A. Kredatus
Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Lechliter*
Mr. Gregory C. Leo*
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Lind
Mr. Fred G. Livingood*
Estate of Vincent J. Logan
Mr. and Mrs. Philip J. Lohr
Rev. Neil J. Mahoney
Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. Maier

Annual Report Update

In the last issue of One With, we included the print edition of our Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2011— 2012.     
Unfortunately, a number of names were left out. The lists below include all donors missing from the previous issue. 

Your generous support allows us to continue our mission of living and working so that all people may be united with 
God and with one another. We appreciate your understanding, and please know we will work even harder next year 
to ensure that this does not happen again.

Please remember that the online edition of our Annual Report also lists our General Benefactors, which includes 
donors whose gifts totaled up to $99. We are so grateful for the 2,625 members of this circle, our largest by far, 
whose gifts combined for a total of $93,842.85!

To view the online edition, please visit www.ssjphila.org and click on Support Our Mission.

Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Mauer, Jr.
MBS “Annie’s Corner,”
   Franklin Lakes, NJ
Patricia A. McAdams*
Mr. and Mrs. William N. McCambley
Ms. Nancy M. McCarthy
Mrs. Alicia M. McCormick
Ms. Cathleen McCusker
Estate of Thomas A. McGann, Jr.
Mr. James A. McGovern
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas S. McKeon
Ms. Margaret G. McLaughlin
Ms. Gloria C. McNutt
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. McParland
Joseph and Astrid McVeigh

Saint Joseph Guild
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Carlin
Mr. and Mrs. James G. Carrick
Mr. and Mrs. Sylvester J. Carroll*
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Heary
Mr. Francis Heller *
Mr. and Mrs. Francis J. Herron
Ms. Sally Hitchon

* Monthly Donor

Villa Memorial Wall Inscriptions
Dolores Savoy
Rev. Msgr. Thomas J. Scanlon
Mary Ann Schmidt
Margaret Lynch Simpson
Sister Adela Slagle SSJ
Frederick J. Springer
Sister Ann Marie Sullivan SSJ
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Return this bottom portion to purchase your chances!
Please send me # _____ Ireland Chances at $100 each.  My total enclosed is $ ________.

Name:  

Address:

City, State, Zip: 

Phone:    

Email: 

Credit Card Payment

 p Visa   p Mastercard
 p American Express p Discover Card

Card # 

Expiration Date: 

Signature: 

Return to:
   Sisters of Saint Joseph 
   Development Office
   9701 Germantown Avenue
   Philadelphia, PA 19118-2694

Please make checks payable to: Sisters of Saint Joseph

For more information call:
   800-482-6510 or 
   development@ssjphila.org

Only 300 Tickets to be Sold 

$100 per Ticket 
Drawing — May  6, 2013

Saint Joseph Villa, Flourtown, PA

Win

Ireland
a Trip for Two

to
7 Days, 6 Nights, 5 Rounds of Golf

Golf: Ballybunion Golf Club – Old Course, Tralee Golf Club, Old 
Head Golf Links, Waterville Golf Links & Dooks Golf Club

Airfare: Roundtrip Coach Class flights from JFK or Newark 
to Shannon

Hotel: Six nights in the 5 Star Killarney Park Hotel, Killarney, Co. 
Kerry (Double or Twin Occupancy)

Transportation: Self-drive car rental with automatic transmission 
from Hertz.

Meals: Full Irish Breakfast Daily

Travel Dates: Valid from May 2013 thru May 2014 with the 
exception of July-August 2013

All Hotel Taxes and Service Charges included in the prize ~ No 
monies will be refunded for any unused portion of the tour ~ The 
law requires that a raffle prize be taxable to the winner in the year 
that the prize is made available ~ Flights and land arrangements are 
subject to availability ~ Any additions to the tour package will be at 
the expense of the participants. 

2013 Celtic Golf Raffle

All proceeds benefit the retired 
Sisters of Saint Joseph

Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia, PA

Southwest Ireland  
Deluxe Golf Program for Two

Prize includes the following for a party of 2 Golfers:

Trip is offered through



To remember is to celebrate. We remember with 
love each of these women, our sisters and friends, 
who died during the past year. We celebrate their 
lives and the example that they offered to the Sis-
ters of Saint Joseph, their families, their friends, 
the Church and the world.

These women embraced the call to “Let your life 
be a  continuous act of love.” (Maxims of the 
Little Institute). They lived lives of faithfulness 
and commitment while they were with us, and we 
depend upon them now to continue to pray on our 
behalf.

May they rest in the arms of the loving God they so        
faithfully served!

Sisters of Saint Joseph of Philadelphia
Mount Saint Joseph Convent
9701 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19118-2694
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Sister Agnes Genevieve Kelm
December 17, 2012

Sister Irma Consilii Greene
December 9, 2012

Sister Margaret Monica Tyrrell
December 7, 2012

Sister Margaret McMahon
(formerly Sister Alma Consilii)

December 4, 2012

Sister Elizabeth Ann Waldron
(formerly Sister Robert Elizabeth)

December 2, 2012

Sister Mary McGinnis
(formerly Sister John Raymond)

November 30, 2012

Sister Alice Edward Strogen
November 27, 2012

Sister Ann Gerard Peters
November 25, 2012 

Sister Agnes P. Burke
(formerly Sister Agnes Patrice)

November 24, 2012

 
In  Memoriam

Sister Mary Sheila McMonagle
November 6, 2012

Sister Saint Victor Loiseau
October 20, 2012 

Sister Teresa Aloysia Jalicke
October 17, 2012

Sister Ann Thomas Sullivan
October 15, 2012 

Sister Rita M. Kearney
(formerly Sister Marie Matthew)

October 14, 2012 

Sister Joseph Eleanor Motzenbecker
September 30, 2012

Sister Saint Hubert O’Rourke
September 30, 2012 

Sister Marie Elizabeth Stearne
(formerly Sister William Loretto)

September 28, 2012
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