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One With

is the name of our
new magazine.
This name calls to
mind our mission,
the purpose for
which our Congregation exists—
We live and work
so that all people
may be united
with God and
with one another.
We often say that
relationships are
at the heart of our
mission. This magazine illustrates those relationships and
tells in words and images how the Sisters of Saint Joseph
of Philadelphia are indeed living and working so that all
people may be one with—the God whose love sustains us,
and with one another.
We are blessed to have the opportunity to minister to those
who are poor—materially and in various other ways—
wherever we find them. Although “Philadelphia” is part of
our name, our sisters have been sent to minister in 16 states
and Canada. This issue of One With contains two feature
stories about how we are one with persons who have serious needs in New Jersey.
We look forward to sharing many aspects of our life and
mission with you. We invite you to learn more about us by
visiting our website www.ssjphila.org, on Facebook /www.
facebook.com/ssjphiladelphia, at Blogspot www. http://
ssjphila.blogspot.com/ and follow us on Twitter https://
twitter.com/ssjphila.
It is a great blessing to have the help of so many people
who partner with us in our mission through their time,
their talent or their treasure. We are deeply grateful for
your generosity. Please know that each of you is held in our
hearts and prayers each day.
May we all be united — One With.
With prayerful gratitude,
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Heeding the Call

Haiti’s
Most Needy
of

Ministry, in one form or another, has
always been an important part of Judy
Wilbank’s life. Judy had long been
active in her parish’s social action
outreach before Sister Rose Andrea
Loughery SSJ invited her to attend a
Christian Growth Group more than
10 years ago. “How do you feel about
meeting regularly with Sisters of Saint
Joseph to share faith, prayer and where
possible, ministry? Rose asked. “Do
you think you would want to be an
SSJ Associate?” Needless to say, Judy’s
answer was a resounding–yes.
Fast forward eight years to January
12, 2010, the day that a 7.2 earthquake
struck in Haiti. As television brought
images of desperate need right into
her Wilmington, Delaware home,
Judy wondered how she could help.
A phone call from her sister-in-law
Helen provided a sure answer. “Judy,
we’re really busy at our parish Sewing
Society. We’re using pillow cases to
make sundresses for the little girls in
Haiti.”
That conversation galvanized Judy.
A member of the Saint Helena Parish Sewing Group, Judy soon
spread word
among the
volunteers.
“Ordinarily, we sew
and knit
soft, cozy
baby items
like onesies
and re-

Looking for the latest fashion fave?
Look beyond Kenneth Cole, J. Crew, and Michael Koors.
Instead, check out the Fashion House of SSJ Associate
Judy Wilbank!
At the House of Judy, you will find a colorful display of
sundresses. Those dresses top the wish list of every young
girl in Port-au-Prince, Haiti as well as in earthquakedevastated areas that stretch well beyond the capital.
Haitian child wears a pillow case dress—photo by Connie Murphy SSJ

ceiving blankets. We give the layettes
to parishioners in need and to Bayard
House, Martha House and the Elkton,
Maryland Pregnancy Center,” Judy explained. “But I knew the women would
think as I did: Sundresses would make
a big difference to young girls who
have so little. We could help without
even leaving our homes.”
Dresses for Haiti became a significant
part of the Sewing Group’s efforts. The
dresses come in a variety of bright
colors. Ribbons, lacey pockets, and
bright buttons bring individual style to
the pillowcases as each sewer decorates
with whatever bit of fabric and fancy
frill she finds at hand.
Once Wilmington’s Catholic Newspaper, The Dialog, spread word that
Judy would be glad to teach anyone to
make pillow case sundresses, and that
“They could come right to my home
to learn,” Judy’s phone began ringing.
Some callers wanted to learn how to
make the dresses; others wanted to
donate brand new or gently used
pillowcases; still others asked, “Can
I drop off rickrack, ribbons, and
lace? Will someone who sews
use my odds and ends to
decorate a dress?” When
Judy opened a birthday
gift from her niece
Susie, she saw a whole
box of crochet doilies.
“What a great gift. We
Judy Wilbank and
Sister Jeanne Crane
SSJ place finishing
touches on a dress.

can back
them
with
complementary
colors
and
make
lacey
pockets!”
Soon Judy was setting up appointments with new friends. In addition
to parishioners and women from
neighboring communities, two nurses
came from Christiana Care Hospital.
A Vietnamese woman traveled all the
way from North Philadelphia to join
the volunteers.
To connect the dresses to persons she
knew would get them directly to the
girls who needed them most, Judy
networked with a group she knew
traveled twice each year to Haiti to offer medical and educational services.
Making dresses for the children of
Haiti is just one of many ways that
Judy is living the SSJ mission, loving
God and neighbor without distinction. This mission continues to move
her to the call of the Church, the
people of God, and the challenges of
the global community.
Although it is two years since the
earthquake struck Haiti, pillowcase
sundresses are still a welcome treasure, and volunteers at the Fashion
House of SSJ Associate Judy Wilbank
still hear a familiar noise. It is the
steady, vibrating hum and whir of
sewing machines.

3

Educating Camden’s
Children of God
for
whom

Anything

is Possible
Camden, New Jersey...it has seen its fill
of trouble and then some. Too many
streets are riddled with trash, abandoned houses and stores are boarded
up...some forgo the boards—their
broken windows provide easy access for
vagrants to move in or for mischief to
find a home.
Juxtapose this with the beautiful children inside the five Catholic Partnership Schools located in the city’s most
impoverished neighborhoods. The
schools include Holy Name, Sacred
Heart, St. Anthony of Padua, *St. Cecilia’s, and St. Joseph Pro-Cathedral. It
is here, where they may feel safe, loved,
cherished and important. Each child
has a different story, but it is here where
they can learn, confident that within
these school walls no harm will come.
The people who make the schools this
safe haven are the dedicated religious
and lay administrators, teachers, staff,
and board members working for or
with the Catholic Partnership Schools.
The Sisters of Saint Joseph of Philadelphia are among them (see page 5).

Established in 2008, Catholic Partnership
Schools is a new and dynamic model of
Catholic urban education, where more
than 1,000 students in grades kindergarten through eight are being educated,
cultivated and inspired each day. Making
already good schools great, the program
builds on the outstanding historical performance of Camden’s Catholic elementary schools.
This initiative is based on extensive
research and analysis about how best to
retain the strengths and practices of a
Catholic education. The business model
is designed to cultivate schools that will
have the financial stability, cutting-edge
educational resources, integrated technology, data-driven technology and
practices for decades to come. Its ideal
size is large enough to effect change and
capitalize on the economies of scale, yet
small enough to share resources and staff.
Approximately 93% of the Partnerships
students’ families are below poverty level;
65% of the students are Hispanic, 30%
are African-American, and approximately 50% are non-Catholic.

At a time when Catholic Schools across
the nation are closing and merging,
including half of Camden’s in recent
years, Camden’s remaining schools have
gained strength—thanks to the Catholic Partnership Schools initiative—a
direct outgrowth of the Catholic School
Development Program’s consulting with
the Diocese of Camden on how best to
revitalize all of its schools.

People are talking about the Catholic
Partnership Schools. It is being looked to
as a successful model in urban education
and was recently recognized nationally
by Today’s Catholic Teacher magazine
as one of 12 national recipients in their
Catholic Schools for Tomorrow/Innovations in Education Award (featured in
March 2012
edition).

* St. Cecilia’s is located in Pennsauken and serves the
children of neighboring Camden.

Leading the charge at the Partnership is
the Executive Director and Sister of Saint
Joseph Sister Karen Dietrich SSJ, Ph.D.
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Karen brings more than 32 years experience to the
organization. She has not only the credentials, education and experience needed for the challenge, but an
abiding, unwavering commitment to her ministry.
Indefatigable in her work, Karen says, “What motivates
me every day is seeing the children in the classroom,
hearing the stories of faith and perseverance from their
families, and sharing the good news of our accomplishments with partners throughout the region.”
Everything Karen has learned or accomplished
throughout her journey as a Sister of Saint Joseph
prepared her for her role with the Catholic Partnership
Schools. “Always present” she says, “in a part of my
heart has been the poor.”

Sister Karen reads with student

“Always in the background,” Karen says was this burning desire to do more. She began to research urban education in 2004. An integral part of her journey toward
a ministry in urban education was her proposal to open
a Cristo Rey Jesuit High School in the city. “I dialogued
with the Diocese,” she says of the proposal for Cristo
Rey, “but, it wasn’t the right time.”
The year 2008 was the “right time”; it was a time when
all the signs were there. In November 2008, the formation of the idea of the Catholic Partnership Schools
began. A friend who knew of Karen’s interest in urban
education contacted her about the Executive Director
position. The job description was sent to Karen. “It was
several pages long,” said Karen. As she read through the
document, her excitement grew. Her interview was at
the Saint Joseph’s Carpenter Society in Camden...she
is a Sister of Saint Joseph and her father and grandfather—both named Joseph—were woodworkers.
So, Karen’s journey continues. “There is never a doubt
that there is much to be done,” says Karen. To do it, she
needs the help of talented and committed people. “The
word ‘Partner’ is a big part,” she says. “It is no coincidence that Partner is part of the name.”
Sister Clarisa Vázquez SSJ, contacted Karen looking
for a teaching position. Karen, who knew Clarisa to be
an excellent teacher, saw a better fit for her as Coordinator of Family Support Programs. This position is critical
to the success of the Partnership, whose ministry to
children includes empowering their families to value
education’s significance. “When you work with families,” says Clarisa, “the children do succeed. The parents
want the best for them. That is why they are here.”
Sister Sharon McCarthy SSJ is the Instructional Coach
for the Partnership. Sharon was a teacher, even before
she became a sister. With years of experience teaching

Sister Sharon visits
with students

and managing as a principal, Sharon is still teaching—she is teaching
teachers and principals all that she has learned through her journey.
“All roads lead to a point,” Sharon says of her destination at the Partnership. “Deep inside, I knew this was the perfect opportunity for me.
I took the leap of faith and said yes.”
Of her sisters in community involved with the Partnership, Sharon
says, “I have never been so happy in the ministry
of Catholic education as I have working with Karen, Alicia, Ro and
Clarisa! I feel that each day is a challenge and a privilege, as together
we truly live the words....‘Ready for any good work!’ This work energizes me and gives me great hope!”
“Of all my ministries, I feel my greatest sense of purpose here,” says
Sister Alicia Perna SSJ Principal of St. Cecilia’s. The school is entering
its 85th year. “The community has seen a lot of changes over 85 years.
It has always been a community of immigrants.” The school is a sign
of hope in the community. “When life sends rain, hope dances in the
puddles and St. Cecilia’s is teaching the children to dance,” says Alicia.
“One child at a time.”
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Sister Rosemary Golden SSJ, fifth grade
teacher at Holy Name School, has an
extensive background in elementary
education. As a teacher for 25 years,
Rosemary has taught grades one through
six. “When Karen called to tell me about
the Catholic Partnership Schools and the
Holy Name School position, I thought,
‘Yay! A new model for Catholic education. I’m in!’ Sisters Clarisa, Sharon, and
Karen have been so very helpful and
supportive to the teachers and students
at Holy Name,” says Rosemary. “Our SSJ
presence is impressive. I don’t think there
is anything more difficult than the first
years in an inner-city school. And I’m
not sure there is anything more rewarding.”
With so many immigrant families, the
need for English as a Second Language
(ESL) is great. As an itinerant for Camden County Commission for Educational Service, Sister Peggy Garvin SSJ
aims to help all feel at home with their
new language and culture. “For me, ESL
means, ‘English Spoken Lovingly,’ says
Peggy.” I compare what I do to teaching
reading to young children. No standardized test can measure the success or the
effort or the long term effects of this
enterprise. There are no failures, either.”
This is the third time Peggy has ministered in Camden. “For 10 years my home
base has been St. Joseph Pro-Cathedral,”
says Peggy. “One year I taught 99
children there a week and was not sent
anywhere else. This year, I teach 62 children at St. Joseph and travel to Paul VI,
Good Shepherd, and Politz Day School,
an Orthodox Jewish school.”
Sister Helen Cole SSJ, Executive Director for the Holy Name of Camden
Ministries, had been working with the
schools in Camden as Director of Guadalupe Family Services (GFS) before the
Partnership began. GFS is a professional
social service agency committed to
maintaining, strengthening and reconciling the family relationships that form
the foundation of the community. GFS’s
goal is to enrich and transform
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the neighborhood through the
collaboration of clinical and
community resources. “GFS
also offers life skills as a child
development aid at Holy Name
School,” says Helen.
Sister Veronica Roche SSJ is
a staff member of St. Joseph
Pro-Cathedral Parish. “I visit
many immigrant families with
children in the school,” says
Veronica. “Parents, with very
limited resources, are sacrificing so much to provide their
children with the opportunity
for an integrated and holistic
Catholic education. They know
the impact that such an education has on the development of a
child and the future of a family.
When I worked in New Brunswick, the diocese of Metuchen
closed the last Catholic Elementary School in that city. Now in
Camden I see so many people
committed to maintaining five
vibrant schools.”
In spite of statistics that indicate otherwise, there is real hope for Camden’s
children. The Partnership strives to
provide an excellent education that gives
children the skills they need for success
in rigorous high schools so they have a
choice of a college, profession, or trade.
Measuring success is important. It allows
students to build on their strengths and
to strengthen opportunities for growth.

Sister Rosemary with
5th Grade students

Sister Alicia
with students

Graffiti is abundant in Camden — sometimes the message is gang related, sometimes it is mere scribble and sometimes it
portrays a powerful message. A particular building in Camden has a message
painted on it — a man on his knees, his
hands pressed together in prayer and
a plea that says: “Save our City.” The
Catholic Partnership Schools and the
Sisters of Saint Joseph are trying — one
child at a time.

“Culture,” says Karen, “is a critical success factor in the success of all kinds of
schools. The Catholic culture teaches
students that they are children of God
for whom anything is possible.”
Catholic Partnership Schools is educating only eight percent of Camden’s children. “More great charter schools and
traditional public schools are needed,”
says Karen, “to fulfill our society’s
responsibility to future generations and,
in Camden, end the cycle of poverty and
violence.”

www.catholicpartnershipschools.org/
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Meet

our

Great

“There is much reconciliation and
unifying to be done and the mission
is alive here in Camden.”
— Karen Dietrich SSJ, Ph.D

Sisters of
Saint Joseph

The Sisters of Saint Joseph mission, formed by a deep and pervasive love of God
and neighbor without distinction, moves us always toward ways to respond, in a
spirit of unifying, reconciling love, to the needs of our local communities, the call
of the Church, the people of God, and the challenges of the global community.
Eight members of our Congregation are involved in ministry connected to the
parishes or schools where Catholic Partnership Schools serves.
Working directly for the Partnership is Sister Karen Dietrich SSJ, Ph.D the
Executive Director of the Catholic Partnership Schools. Sister Sharon McCarthy
SSJ is an Instructional Coach. Sister Alicia Perna SSJ is Principal at St. Cecilia’s
School. Sister Rosemary Golden SSJ teaches fifth grade at Holy Name School.
Sister Clarisa Vázquez SSJ is Coordinator of Family Support Programs.
Working indirectly with the Catholic Partnership Schools is Sister Peggy Garvin
SSJ (employed by Camden County Commission for Educational Service),who
teaches English as a Second Language (ESL) at her home base of St. Joseph ProCathedral and Sister Veronica Roche SSJ, who is a Pastoral Minister in that
parish. Sister Helen Cole SSJ is the Director of Guadalupe Family Services which
provides counselors to Holy Name School.

(standing from left) Veronica Roche C, Sharon McCarthy V, Alicia PernaSSJ, Clarisa Vázquez SSJ		
(seated from left) Peggy Garvin SSJ, Rosemary Golden SSJ, Helen Cole SSJ and Karen Dietrich SSJ
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Service to
Neighbor Rooted
in

Respect
and Love

Addiction... a disease that eats away
at the heart and soul of the addicted...
it permeates relationships....the effects trickle down... its tentacles are
far reaching...lives are turned upside
down. To help turn things right side up
is Sister Anne Winklemann SSJ.
In the spirit of the SSJ Mission to love
God and neighbor without distinction, Anne has responded — true to
that mission — in a spirit of unifying
reconciling love to the needs of those
struggling with addiction. She has
ministered to the Dear Neighbor as
a licensed Clinical Alcohol and Drug
Counselor for more than 25 years. As
Clinical Director for SODAT (Services
to Overcome Drug Abuse Among
Teenagers), she has opened and supervised various inpatient and outpatient
programs in New Jersey. For the past
25 years, Anne has been a retreat
leader for recovering men and women,
Adult Children of Alcoholics (ACOA)
and couples in the states of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland, New York,
Connecticut, Delaware, Massachusetts,
North Carolina, Virginia, Vermont
and Florida. Anne is a member of the
assistance core team for the Diocese of
Camden.
Her experience with children of alcoholics,

adolescents, women, victims of incest
and co-dependency is extensive. Anne
is a consultant for Our Lady of Peace
Parish in Williamstown, New Jersey.
She has given many lectures for the lo-
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cal community schools, organizations,
United Way and has a hot line to direct
those needing help in the parish.
Anne travels weekly from SODAT’s
Administrative Office in Westville, NJ, to
the Salem, Bridgeton, Camden, Burlington, Atlantic, and Gloucester County
sites where SODAT services are offered.
In addition, Anne is a frequent visitor at
the Teen Center located in the Deptford
Mall.
When she is on the road, Anne carries
with her the vision, expertise, and solutions articulated at SODAT’s “morning
team meeting” where she joins Administrator Donna Emma, Financial Officer
Denise Pooley, and Human Resources
and Office Manager Cheryl Gurick.
Anne has high praise for the contributions of each member of SODAT’s
executive committee. “Every day each
member of our team responds to opportunities to serve our clients and communities with skills born of compassion
as well as competence,” Anne said. “Our
team approach has positive effects that
enable us to respond well to the community’s need for treatment programs and
prevention services. All our efforts are
geared to working in ways that are good
for our clients and for our counselors,
presenters, and facilitators.”
SODAT Prevention Programs run the
gamut. Their range includes educational
programs for elementary school children
through adults. Some programs provide
basic education about the dangers of
drug and alcohol use. Others look at the
often hidden, underlying issues that so
often lead to substance abuse. “One of
the common causes of substance abuse,
and one that is too often overlooked,”
Anne said, “is grief.”
“Statistics,” she explained, “show that
when teenagers and children even
younger are faced with the loss of a parent, whether through death or divorce,
they often turn to drugs or alcohol for
solace.” In addition, SODAT’S counselors
and facilitators pay particular attention

to children who are affected by a parent’s substance abuse, so they regularly
schedule family-strengthening dinners.
Gathering families around a table laden
with familiar food favorites helps to create an atmosphere that encourages calm
conversations about steps families can
take toward understanding the wants
and needs of one another.
Not that SODAT relies solely on comfort foods. The menu includes those
tough love tactics that require honest
truth telling and promote personal
responsibility for choices made and
actions taken. “Among the thousands
of clients we have served over the years,
I can count on one hand those who
actually picked up the phone and dialed
our number,” Anne said. “Our clients
are recommended by family members,
school officials, and even more frequently by Drug Court.”
“We offer safe, non-judgmental space
where our Drug Court clients receive
treatment and counseling, but they have
to be willing participants, who address their own issues honestly in both
individual meetings with their primary
counselor and in group sessions with
their peers. When clients are ready, we
direct them to resources that assist with
job training, education, and health care
issues,” Anne said.
The Teen Center located in the Deptford Mall has a special place in Anne’s
heart. “Teens came up with the idea
themselves,” Anne explained. “They told
us their dream for a center where they
could be themselves and could socialize with their peers, free from criticism
about ‘their look, their fashion choices,
or their music.’ They wanted their center
to be a safe haven where they can see
how other teens are dealing with the
many issues adolescents face, as well as a
place where they can keep up with what
they need to understand about drug
and alcohol abuse. The teens worked
and worked to make their dream come
true. We sought help from local businesses and civic leaders and we received

financial aide from the United Way
Ron Jaworski Venture Grant. They hear
speakers who ‘have been there, done
that.’ They relax with games, movies, and
teen talk. They can volunteer to participate in community service activities.
I love to drop in and see how they are
doing.”
Clients and counselors with whom Anne
has worked number in the thousands,
and every one of them knows that every
service Anne offers is rooted in respect
and love. (Many recovering clients are
whole, healthy, law-abiding, self-sufficient women and men who contribute to
their families, churches, and communities in meaningful ways.

Asked for “one moment, one experience
that stands out from all the rest,” –Anne
needed only a half-second to respond.
“Just last summer,” she said, “I ran into
a client from some years back. Today,
that man is a well-known, successful
South Jersey citizen. As he came over to
greet me with a hug, he whispered, “You
gave me the life I have today.” Moments
like that lead Anne to say, “I know I am
blessed.”
Anne has an end-of-day pastime. When
she comes home after a typical day,
the sort of day she describes as “full of
problems to solve and full of the opportunity to lighten the burden for others,”
she finds several of her Franklin Square

neighbors waiting for her to join them.
They chat about everything from local
events to the latest cream designed to
forestall the aging process. “They offer
me wisdom,” Anne said, “and I share
with them the surprises God has calendared into my day. One thing that is not
a surprise is my sense that my days are
a good fit with our SSJ Mission. Mother
Saint John Fontbonne wanted us to go
where we are needed. I feel blessed as I
journey with all those I meet along the
way.”

About the photo...Longtime friend
and colleague of Sister Anne, artist
Narcissa Weatherbee worked from
photographs to create the mural
which graces the wall of SODAT’s
Woodbury, New Jersey Office. Narcissa encouraged everyone – especially children and seniors to create
and enjoy art. Sadly, Narcissa passed
away in 2009 at the age of 72.

Sister Anne Winklemann SSJ
Chief Clinical Officer
SODAT
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Cents
Add Up to

Change
for
the

Better

If you are reading this it is very likely that you have used water from a spigot
within the past few hours. It is also likely you didn’t give one thought to
from where the water came or how grateful you were to have it. In developing countries like Sudan, Ghana, Mozambique, India, and Brazil—water—
the quantity and quality of it, is on the mind of every person most of the
time. In fact, a good portion of their day is spent in search of, collecting and
hauling water. Time spent just surviving prevents people from learning, working and improving their lot in life.
“Water is life” is more than an expression—it is a truth. As Sisters of Saint Joseph we recognize the sufferings of people
throughout the world on both the local and the global level. Change for Global Change is a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation,
founded in 2006 by the Sisters of Saint Joseph of Philadelphia. Through an annual collection campaign and grant awards
process, Change for Global Change seeks to improve the lives of “our dear neighbors” by funding sustainability projects in
the United States and around the globe. Networking with all of the Congregations of Sisters of Saint Joseph in the U.S.
Federation, we collect “change” to bring about sustainable change in areas where Sisters and Associates minister.
“The project evolved from a topic during the 2004 Chapter,” said Sister Mary Beth Hamm SSJ, a Board Member with the
organization. “Our focus was caring for Earth, with a particular focus on water. A Congregational Water Committee, a subcommittee of the Commission for Justice, was formed and using the template of prayer, education, conversation and action
helped us to appreciate the gift that water is and alerted us to the water crisis in our world. The desire to fund water projects
in places of scarcity was one outcome of our focus on water issues. The rest is history,” she said.
Since its inception, Change for Global Change has awarded 33 grants totaling $127,000.00 for sustainability projects to communities in Brazil, Dominican Republic, Ghana, Guatemala, Haiti, India, Kenya, Mozambique, Nicaragua, Peru, Sudan, and
the United States. This is one project where every cent counts and literally is worth more than a drop in a bucket.
Join us in our mission of helping people to live sustainably—it is so easy for people to help. Here’s how:

1
2

First and foremost we ask God’s
help. Please pray for the success of
all endeavors toward sustainability.

We invite you to join the annual
campaign when we focus on education and solicitation of funds. Our
suggested Campaign Season is
Spring (Easter to Pentecost). Brochures, prayer cards and container
wraps are available for organizations, schools, churches, etc. that
desire to help us by collecting money.
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We welcome donations at any time of the
year! Make check or money order
payable to:
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Change for Global Change
9701 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19118-2694
Email us with your questions and
ideas at:
info@changeforglobalchange.org

Instead of googling, go to Goodsearch—
try this new and different search
engine every time you surf the
Internet.
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Goodsearch (http://www.goodsearch.com) gives us one cent for
every single search.
Just put Change for Global Change
as your charity.

The Congregation of the Sisters of Saint
Joseph was founded in 17th Century
France to address the “miseries” or
crucial needs of the time. We have an
affinity for
the poor,
wherever
we may find
them, at
home, next door or
around
the globe. Change
for Global
Change is helping the
poorest of
the poor.

2011 Grants
Brazil — Sister Cervina Cadore
Refurbishing Yogurt Production
Building—$2,000
This project aims to benefit 500 school
children, as well as 25 families, where the
women are the main bread winners. Yogurt
produced by the women is sold to the
municipality for school lunches. This grant
provides needed improvements to bring a
yogurt production building up to code.
Ghana — Sister Marie Rojaman
Water Tank for Holy Family High
School—$2,000
Holy Family Senior High School, staffed
by three Sisters of St. Joseph of Lyon, was
established in 2009 to serve the poor children of the Diocese of Hamile. The water
tank will allow more time for the students
to attend studies rather than go from one
borehole to another to fetching water for
everyday use.
Haiti — Sister Eunice Tassone
Earth Embankment Project—$3,820
A new road is a key ingredient in preparation for building a medical facility in Haiti’s
Central Plateau region. This grant will sustain the new road by terracing it with vetiver
grass in order to prevent erosion, thus allowing for the transport of building materials
for the hospital. Additionally, vetiver grass
can be turned into a commercial cash crop,
the value of which has endless potential for
the Haitian people.
India — Sister Jolly Abraham
Rain Water Harvesting—$5,000
St. Joseph School meets the educational
needs of tribal girls (forest dwellers) in Sur,
India. Presently there is only one well to
service this area. It is not sufficient for daily
use. As a consequence, the children suffer
from various waterborne diseases. This

grant will fund the Rain Water Harvesting
System allowing 100 girls the opportunity to
have potable water.
India — Sister Dorothy Beck
Water Harvesting—$4,180
The water level in the wells in the forest villages of Nimawara and Pili Karar subsides by
March annually, and people have to wander
far and wide looking for drinking water.
This grant will allow for the deepening of the
ponds so that water will be available for an
additional two months of the year.
India — Sister Philomina Pichappilly
Drilling of Three Wells—$5,000
The project in Vandevi Nagar will supply water for the whole village — 300 families (1,500
people). The people of the village will identify
the locations for the wells, contribute labor,
and oversee the implementation and ongoing
maintenance of the wells.
Mozambique — Sister Luiza Rodrigues
Cistern for Rain Water—$5,000
The majority of the people in Mumo, Mozambique get by on one meal per day and survive
on two local products: dried manioc and corn
flour. All suffer from a lack of water. The grant
will enable the building of a water cistern at
a school, serving both the students, as well
as the general population of the area. This
project will also benefit the elderly women
who are accustomed to traveling to the river
at night to obtain water.

Change for Global Change Prayer
God, Creator and Sustainer of Life, we
join with all of your creation in a canticle
of thanksgiving for the blessings of the
universe, especially the sacred gift of water,
on which our very life depends.
Forgive our wasteful use of all the precious
resources entrusted to our care.
Well-Spring of Life, send forth your
empowering energy to renew all the barren
places of our parched Earth as you renew
us, Earth's caretakers.
May we go forth as ambassadors of hope,
for all those thirsting for your Life-giving
Water. Amen
— Mary Kay Flannery SSJ

Ever

Thought

about

volunteering
for a year?

Interested in making
a

difference

in our world?

One Year to Change a Life—the SSJ Mission Corps—offers a yearlong odyssey
for women ages 21-35 who wish to make
a positive impact on our world.
The volunteer program, based in the City
of Philadelphia, encourages women to to

work for the positive change in the
lives of others. Volunteers live in community with each other, opening themselves to God’s presence in their own
lives as they discover God present in the
lives of those around them. Volunteers
work for justice by reaching out to meet
the needs of the poor and marginalized.

“The Mission Corps program is the
perfect opportunity for young women
looking to dedicate a year of their lives to
bringing the Gospel and the mission of
the Sisters of Saint Joseph to our world,”
said Colleen O’Grady, Director of SSJ
Mission Corps.
The program, which runs from August
to June, focuses on four core values:
Justice, Simple Living, Spirituality, and
Community.
“Should you know of someone who may
be interested,” says Colleen, “please feel
free to pass along this information!”
For more information or questions,
please contact:
Colleen O’Grady,
Director SSJ Mission Corps
ssjmissioncorps@gmail.com
http://ssjphila.org/new/volunteers
215-248-7235
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Planned Giving
A Planned Gift can provide support to the Sisters of Saint
Joseph in the future, while providing financial and tax
benefits to you and your family today and tomorrow.
Bequests

Remembering the sisters in your
will is one of the easiest planned
gifts you can make. You can specifically provide for family and friends
first, then leave a percentage or specific amount to the Sisters of Saint
Joseph. In so doing, it is important
to use the legal title of the Congregation:
Convent of the Sisters of Saint Joseph, Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia.
Please notify us if or when you
choose to include the Congregation
in your will so we may recognize
you as a member of the Heritage
Circle. (Read more about the Heritage Circle on the next page.)

Life Insurance Policies

Life insurance may be appropriate
for some benefactors who have an
existing policy they no longer need,
or if the benefactor wishes to purchase a new policy with the Congregation of the Sisters of Saint Joseph
named as the irrevocable beneficiary.

Life Income Gifts (Trusts)

Charitable Remainder Unitrusts
and Annuity Trusts, assure future
support of the mission of the Sisters
of Saint Joseph. This type of gift
is beneficial if you would like to
retain income for your lifetime or
the lifetime of a beneficiary, while
making a cash gift to the Sisters in
the future.

Dick and Mary Lind have been
faithful supporters of the Congregation for over 20 years and members
of the Heritage Circle since 1998.
The Linds were first introduced to
the Sisters of Saint Joseph when
Mary began teaching at Notre
Dame of Bethlehem School in
Bethlehem, PA.

Retirement Plan Gifts

Assets accumulated in a retirement plan, such as an IRA, can be
a source of funding for a charitable
gift by naming the Sisters of Saint
Joseph as a beneficiary or contingent beneficiary of such plans. Tax
benefits are based on IRS regulations at the time of the designation.

Securities (stock)

We do not currently specify this
type of gift, but we have the procedures in place to easily accept stock
gifts.

Testimonials from Heritage Circle Members
“God did not call me to live in a convent or monastery, but in the streets and
by-ways of the world. It is there that I discovered the Sisters of Saint Joseph of
Chestnut Hill serving the material and spiritual needs of others, for they have
both an apostolic mission and a prayerful heart.
I want to be one with them so I send them monthly donations. I’d like my participation in the Sisters’ sacred ministries to continue after I go home to God,
and I found a way to do that; I’ve remembered them in my will. I urge you to
join in.” (Anonymous, Member since 2009)
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Testimonials from Heritage
Circle Members

Dick &
Mary Lind
Heritage Circle Members

Since then the Linds have served
on committees for various events,
including the Sisters’ Open Golf
Tournament held each August.
They were members of the Development Advisory Board for nine
years, including four years as cochairs.
The Linds were inspired to include
the Sisters of Saint Joseph in their
will because “they do so many
important things well,” said Mary.
“They are splendid educators, they
work tirelessly in parishes, and they
do so much to help the poor and
the immigrants.”
“We have enjoyed all the fundraising cocktail parties, cruises, dinners
and golf tournaments,” said Dick.
“We have been immensely blessed
and rewarded by our association
and friendship with the Sisters.”

Heritage Circle Program
“We live and work so that all people may be united
with God and with one another.”
The powerful words of our Mission
Statement remind us always to keep our hearts
focused on God and our lives focused on others. The
Heritage Circle Program allows friends who support our mission to remember the Congregation of the Sisters of Saint Joseph
in their wills, thereby ensuring that our work will continue for years to
come.
Becoming part of the Heritage Circle allows members to retain and utilize their
assets during their lifetime while receiving the current and future tax benefits that
this kind of partnership allows.
More than 100 people are part of our special circle of friends, and that number is growing with every year. If you are interested in joining this special group or just learning
more about the Heritage Circle Program, simply fill out the Response Form below and
return it to us. One of our Sisters will contact you either by mail, phone or email, whichever you prefer.
Membership in the Heritage Circle is open to anyone making a deferred gift to the Congregation, regardless of the gift amount. In appreciation for your commitment, Heritage Circle
members receive: daily remembrance in the prayers of almost 900 Sisters of Saint Joseph;
an invitation to attend a Mass and brunch for Heritage Circle members (held at the
Mount Saint Joseph Convent, the Motherhouse of the Sisters of Saint Joseph); a listing by name in our Annual Report (with donor permission only) as a sign of our
appreciation; and a Certificate of Appreciation honoring your participation
in the program. Although many of these gifts to the Congregation will
emerge years or even decades from now, we wanted an immediate
and formal way to recognize the generosity of those who designate Sisters of Saint Joseph as a beneficiary in their
estate plans or wills.

Response Form
I would like to learn more about
the Heritage Circle Program.
I have already remembered the
Sisters of Saint Joseph in my Will.
Please contact me so that I may
become a member of the Heritage
Circle as soon as possible.

Name

It is best to contact me by
(check one):

Address

mail
phone (day/evenings)
email

City/State
Zip/ Telephone
Email address
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Retreat House
Cape May Point, New Jersey

Founded in 1909, Saint Mary by-the-Sea Retreat House in Cape May Point,
New Jersey offers private retreats and retreat opportunities for sisters, associates and friends. Saint Mary’s spirit of reflection, community and recreation fosters a sense of relationship with God, with one another and with all
creation.

Each year the Congregation renovates and refurbishes parts of the house,
(e.g. upgrading electricity, installing new fire-rated doors). The house maintenance and renovations are an ongoing process. All proceeds from special
events such as the Women’s Wellness Weekend and the Sole Sisters Run/
Walk help to finance needed improvements.

Saint Joseph Villa
The Sisters of Saint Joseph minister throughout the United States in
countless occupations including educators, administrators, spiritual and
pastoral care and health professionals. Many of these great women have
entered the retirement ministry and
currently reside at Saint Joseph Villa
in Flourtown, PA. Health care needs
have increased significantly since the
opening of the current Villa in 1968.
In 1981, Saint Joseph Villa was
opened to other religious congregations and lay women and men in need
of nursing care. The sisters are committed to continuing this mission and
to meeting the challenges of health
care in the future.
There are a number of ways you can
give back to the Sisters of Saint Joseph
who have so greatly impacted your life
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*Women’s
Wellness
Weekend
June 1-3, 2012 and
September 7-9, 2012
The weekend is designed to
be holistic, spiritual, relaxing,
rejuvenating, educational and
fun. Cost: $350 The fee includes
all meals, workshops and your
private bedroom.
(*Please choose to attend only
one of the weekends.)

TS

For more information about
Saint Mary bythe-Sea’s history
and programs
please visit:
http://www.
stmarybythesea.
org/smbts/_top

E VE N

Saint Mary by-the-Sea

and communities. Any donation or
participation in fundraising events
will help to make their years at the
Villa be of quality.
The Sisters of Saint Joseph Development Office coordinates Special
Event fundraisers to benefit Saint Joseph Villa and the Retirement Fund
of the Sisters of Saint Joseph.
Events for 2012 include: the Celtic
Golf Raffle—Drawing to be held
Monday, May 7, 2012 (see page 15);
Golf at the Harbor May 14, 2012,
in Egg Harbor Twp., NJ (see right
column); and Swing for the Sisters
September 29, 2012 in McSherrystown, PA. (see right column). The
Sisters of Saint Joseph have been
a presence in the McSherrystown
community for over 150 years.

Sole Sisters
5 Mile Run/ 2 Mile Walk
October 13, 2012
The start and finish will be at
Saint Mary by–the–Sea (101 Lehigh
Avenue, Cape May Point, NJ) The
2 Mile Walk begins at 8:30 AM, and
the 5 Mile Run starts at 9:15 AM.
Registration price $25 per person.
A commemorative T-shirt is included in
your registration fee. Sponsorship
opportunities are available!
Golf at the Harbor
May 14, 2012 — *8:30 AM
Harbor Pines Golf Club
Egg Harbor Twp., NJ.
Cost: $150 per person, or $600 for a
foursome (includes Breakfast,
Lunch and Golf Fees). Sponsorship
opportunities are available from
$200-$5,000. Breakfast at 7AM.
*Shotgun start at 8:30 AM.

Swing for the Sisters
September 29, 2012 — *8:30 AM
Flatbush Golf Course
McSherrystown, PA
Cost: $75 per person, or $300 for a foursome
(includes Continental Breakfast, Lunch and
Golf Fees). Sponsorship opportunities
are available. Breakfast at 7AM.
*Shotgun start at 8:30 AM.
Phillies Phundraiser—The SSJ
Welcome Center has secured
500 tickets to a Phillies game
for the 2012 season! The tickets
are for a home game at Citizens
Bank Park on Wednesday,
June 27, 2012 at 7:05 PM
against the Pittsburgh Pirates.
Tickets are $25 each.
For more details, on any of
these events, please contact
the SSJ Development Office at:
development@ssjphila.org or
1.800.482.6510

Caring for Our Dear Neighbor
at the SSJ Welcome Center
We, Sisters of Saint Joseph, came into
being in response to the needs of
neighbors in a struggling world. Even
today, as we strive to be faithful to
our heritage, our original inspiration
energizes us.
In the Kensington neighborhood of
Philadelphia we are responding to the
needs of our dear neighbor through
the SSJ Welcome Center. Established
in 2003, the SSJ Welcome Center was
founded as a sponsored work of the
Sisters of Saint Joseph of Philadelphia
as an outreach and educational center
for immigrants—offering English literacy classes, citizenship test preparation and computer classes. The Sisters
of Saint Joseph try to make our neighbors welcome in a new country and
assist them with common issues that
they might encounter as immigrants.

In the past nine years, the Sisters
and staff who work at the SSJ Welcome Center have witnessed amazing
things. More than 100 students have
reached full citizenship and many
more have continued to increase their
English fluency. As the students become more fluent in their own English
skills, they in turn reach out to other
immigrants with help and advice.
Students here know what it means to
pay it forward. It is truly a joy to see
others who were helped by the SSJ
Welcome Center reach out to others in
need.
You can help the SSJ Welcome Center
through a donation or by participating in one of the events taking place in
2012, like the Phillies Phundraiser (see
Events on Page 14).

2012 Celtic Golf Raffle

Sister Peg Fleming SSJ and students, Rudi of the Dominican Republic,
Shemsie of Albania and Alexandra of the Dominican Republic

To learn more about the SSJ Welcome
Center and events planned for 2012,
visit the website www.ssjwelcomecenter.org.
SSJ Welcome Center 10th Anniversary
Events will be celebrated in 2013! For
more details, contact Natalie at: ntrevino@ssjphila.org or 215.634.1696.

Win a trip for Two to Ireland!

One Picture is Worth a Thousand Words
7 Days, 6 Nights, 5 Rounds of Golf

Ballybunion Golf Club – Old Course
Tralee Golf Club
Old Head Golf Links

Waterville Golf Links
Killarney Golf Club – Killeen Course
(Irish Open Venue)

Only 300 Tickets to be Sold
$100 per Ticket
Drawing — May 7, 2012

Hotel: Six nights in the Killarney Park
Hotel, Killarney, Co. Kerry
(Double or Twin Occupancy)

All proceeds benefit the retired
Sisters of Saint Joseph
Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia, PA

Transportation: Self-drive car rental
with automatic transmission from
Hertz.

Saint Joseph Villa, Flourtown, PA

Airfare: Round trip Coach Class
flights from JFK or Newark to
Shannon

Meals: Full Irish Breakfast Daily
with the exception of July-August 2012

For more information call: (800) 482-6510 or development@ssjphila.org

Travel Dates:
Valid from May 2012
through May 2013.
The law requires that a
raffle prize be taxable to
the winner in the year
that the prize is made
available.
All Hotel Taxes and Service
Charges included.
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To remember is to celebrate. We remember with love each of these women, our
sisters and friends, who died during the past year. We celebrate their lives and
the example that they offered to the Sisters of Saint Joseph, their families, their
friends, the Church and the world.

In

Memoriam
Sister Theresa Gillespie
(formerly Sister Alice Therese)

March 4, 2012

Sister Grace Patrice Allen
February 22, 2012

These women embraced the call to “Let your life be a continuous act of love.”
(Maxims of the Little Institute). They lived lives of faithfulness and commitment
while they were with us, and we depend upon them now to continue to pray on
our behalf.
May they rest in the arms of the loving God they so faithfully served!
Sister Eleanor Therese Day
September 27, 2011
Sister Ann Edgar Hess
September 20, 2011
Sister Joan Riethmiller

Sister Saint Thecla McCauley
February 6, 2012

(formerly Sister Richard Christi)

Sister Frances Grisillo
(formerly Sister Giovanni)

Sister Ellen Mary Grover
September 9, 2011

Sister Joan Agnes O’Brien

(formerly Sister Michael Teresa)

January 22, 2012

(formerly Sister Mary Edward O’Brien)

January 11, 2012

Sister Gertrude Murray

(formerly Sister Robert Joseph)

December 25, 2011

Sister Grace Pasquarello

Sister Marie Josephine Merchant

(formerly Sister Marian Teresita)

(formerly Sister Catherine Josepha)

Sister William Agnes Cael
July 18, 2011

Sister Mary Alice Snyder

July 27, 2011

Sister Helen Donlevie

June 3, 2011

(formerly Sister Marie Laboure)

May 18, 2011

July 16, 2011

Sister Anastasia Hearne
May 13, 2011

Sister Eunice Marie Boyle
July 12, 2011

(formerly Sister Clare Celine)

September 8, 2011

Sister Mary Terence Kerr
July 8, 2011

Sister Anne Regina Lannon

Sister Catherine Elizabeth Comly

Sister Elizabeth Ann Kredatus

March 11, 2011

(formerly Sister Scholastica)

(formerly Sister Elizabeth Joseph)

Sister Mary Ivan Kelly
July 28, 2011

Sister Marie Dorothy Brown
June 7, 2011

September 11, 2011

Sister Catherine Albert

August 4, 2011

(formerly Sister Joseph Dorothy)

June 9, 2011

Sister Emily Doyle
March 15, 2011

(formerly Sister Hyacinth)

Sister Elizabeth Ann Monaghan
March 10, 2011

