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Welcome to 
One With,  
the magazine of the 
Sisters of Saint Joseph 
of Philadelphia.

This edition focuses 
on Sisters of Saint 
Joseph and Associates 
who have felt called to 
carry our mission to 
places far and wide. 
Their service to our 
dear neighbor in-
cludes ministries such 

as education, literacy, social justice, economic develop-
ment and healthcare. 

We are blessed to have the opportunity to help those who 
have great need wherever we find them—be it Mississippi, 
Alaska, the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Peru, or Rwanda. 
Learn how our Sisters and Associates are living our mis-
sion by uniting people with God and with one another, 
often in very challenging environments.  They do so in 
the spirit of our early documents, “When you work for 
the neighbor, do it with very unselfish love which expects 
no reward for its services and aim at nothing other than 
helping him or her and being at the same time pleasing to 
God” (Maxim 55).

One With magazine has replaced the Bridges publica-
tion. We invite you to learn more about us by visiting our 
website www.ssjphila.org, on Facebook /www.facebook.
com/ssjphiladelphia, at Blogspot www. http://ssjphila.
blogspot.com/ and follow us on Twitter https://twitter.
com/ssjphila.

We are deeply grateful for your generosity that supports 
us in living our mission. It is a great blessing to have the 
help of so many people who partner with us through their 
time, their talent or their treasure. Please know that each 
of you is held in our hearts and prayers each day.

May we all be united — One With.

With prayerful gratitude,

Sister Anne Myers SSJ
Congregational President



Sister Catherine Gerald Kelly SSJ 
believes that it takes a special person 
to do missionary work in the develop-
ing world. Catherine’s ministry has 
taken her to far away places such as 
Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Peru, 
the Dominican Republic and Haiti. In 
her ministry at the Catholic Medical 
Mission Board and as Director of the 
Diocesan Mission Office for the Diocese 
of Rockville Centre Long Island, New 
York, Catherine found herself looking 
into the eyes of the dear neighbor suffer-
ing from harsh living conditions, illness 
or government oppression.

Catherine recalls a favorite expression, 
“Some give to the missions by going 
others go by giving.” “My gift is not 
doing missionary work,” says Catherine 
emphatically. “My gift is being able to tell 
their stories.” 

Catherine told those stories regularly 
at parishes throughout the diocese and 
parishioners responded with prayers 
and donations. Catherine traveled to the 
mission locations to ensure that dona-
tions, both individual and corporate 
(pharmaceutical companies) reached 
those in most need. She believes that the 
success of many charitable endeavors is 
due to the strong presence of the Church 
through the dedicated service of mis-
sionaries. 

Leprosy, Tuberculosis, parasites and 
various types of worms were among the 
many hardships witnessed by Catherine. 
“If one person had Hansen’s Disease 
(Leprosy), the entire family was ostra-
cized and sent away,” said Catherine. 

Catherine traveled to areas where one 
bite of a black fly can result in Oncho-

Missionary Ministry

Home sweet home in Equatorial Guinea
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Catherine Gerald Kelly SSJ in Haiti

cerciasis, more commonly known as 
“river blindness”. It can cause intense 
itching, disfiguring dermatitis, eye 
lesions, and over time blindness and 
premature death. More than 100 
million people are at risk of infection, 
and it is estimated that 18 million are 
currently infected. The pharmaceuti-
cal company MERCK’s greatest gift 
to the missions is Mectizan®, which is 
capable of arresting and curing river 
blindness. They are committed to 
producing and donating this medica-
tion for as long as it takes to eradicate 
this disease.

Catherine’s first visit to the Domini-
can Republic was to Santo Domingo 
and the Inn of the Good Samaritan 
run by Sister Beatrice “Babs” Berry 
CSJ.  Babs created the house to help 
the sick from rural areas who come 
to the city hospital. Prior to Babs’ 
project, ill villagers who traveled by 
bus to the hospital often left the same 
day unseen by doctors. The problem 
was logistics. A line formed early and 
shut down at 3:00 p.m., while the bus 
from the village that left at 4:30 a.m. 
didn’t arrive until 2:00 p.m. Because 
they had no place to stay, the patients 
took the bus home and didn’t come 
back. The inn houses patients, takes 
them where they need to go and gets 
them there early so they are in the 
beginning of the line. Babs has been 
providing this service for more than 
25 years. 

People in the developing world ex-
perience subsistent living conditions. 
However, their strong belief in God’s 
presence enables them to cope with 
the challenges of oppression, hunger 
and disease.  

Continued on page 14

 
As missionaries we follow Jesus’ example to 
be a healing presence for those we serve. In 
sharing faith we become “both giver and re-
ceiver, persons in need of being evangelized 
even as we evangelize.” (Constitutions 23)  

“The missionaries I have met have an aura 
of joy about them and they will tell you that 
it comes from the people they serve,” said 
Catherine.

Though she no longer works directly 
with missionaries, Catherine remains 
inspired by them and continues to tell 
their stories.

Called, Consecrated
Sent Forthand

Called, Consecrated
Sent Forthand



N o u  w è  k i  k o t e  n o u  k a n p e

We see
By Sister Connie Murphy SSJ

from

N o u  w è  k i  k o t e  n o u  k a n p e

We stand

I stood one with the parishioners 
of Sacred Heart Parish in Port-au-
Prince under a tent for daily Mass. 
On the corner of the parish grounds 
there is a landmark crucifix which 
was one of the few things untouched 
by the earthquake. The earthquake 
rubble from their church building 
was also within sight of where we 
celebrated Mass. On this holy ground 
we reverenced those who lost their 
lives on this site during the earth-
quake; posters with the victims’ pic-
tures and names hang from the walls 
which surround the parish grounds. 
However, I am happy to say the 
people of Sacred Heart Parish live in 
hope; an artist’s rendering of the new 
church they hope to build on this site 
also adorns the walls.

I stood one with amputees at St. 
Joseph’s prosthesis clinic outside 
Port-au-Prince. At this prosthesis 
clinic men, women and children 
were fitted with new legs. Seventy 
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percent of the patients at the prosthesis 
clinic lost a limb as a result of the earth-
quake. In this case I not only stood, but 
I also walked with the people as each 
learned to walk with a new leg. Strolling 
around the clinic grounds also proved 
an opportune time for conversation and 
Creole lessons. 
 
I stood one with my computer class and 
listened for the sound of the “Delco”, the 
gas powered electrical generator. The 
sound of the “Delco” was our cue that 
class could begin. While in Jean Rabel 
I taught a basic computer course three 
days a week for five weeks. The local 
high school graciously allowed us to use 
their computer lab. All we needed to 
supply was the gasoline for the “Delco”. 
We arranged to have electricity for 
about an hour and a half each class. For 
some of the students, this was their first 
“hands on” experience with a computer. 

I stood one with the children in the 
schoolyard. I had occasion to visit many 
pre-schools and elementary schools 
during my time in Haiti. For me, the 
highlight of any school visit was the 
time I had with the young children 
in the schoolyard. My digital camera 
proved quite the diplomatic tool. The 
children loved to have their picture 
taken and to see their own image.

I stood one with the people of Bord-
de-Mer in the warm, clear water of the 
Caribbean Sea. The water off the north 
coast of Haiti is wonderful and the 
coastline is beautiful. During one visit to 
the beach we made an arrangement with 

“Nou wè ki kote nou kanpe” is a 
Haitian proverb which we translate 
as, “We see from where we stand.” 

Recently I had the opportunity to 
spend six months in Haiti; to stand 
shoulder to shoulder with the 
Haitian people. Before going to 
Haiti I could only imagine what it 
would be like to live in the poorest 
country in the Northern Hemi-
sphere. Having stood one with the 
people of Haiti I offer the following 
insights...

one of the women of Bord-de-Mer to 
prepare lunch for us. The fish couldn’t 
have been any fresher; chances are, it 
was still swimming in the sea when we 
placed our lunch order!

I stood one with the children of Gros 
Morne in the market. One day I helped 
chaperone a group of elementary 
school children to the market to buy 
school supplies. We had 17 children 
who needed everything from back-
packs and pencils to school uniforms 
and shoes. Ready made uniforms are 
not available in Haiti. So, first you 
must purchase the material for the uni-
form in the market and then you visit 
the tailor or seamstress and order your 
uniform.

I stood one with the people of Jean 
Rabel in the riverbed. There was a 
drought while I was in Haiti. Conse-
quently, the expansive riverbeds were 
dry, with only a small stream flowing 
through them. It was a two-hour walk 
down the riverbed from Jean Rabel 
to the sea. Along the way I would 
encounter foot traffic of both the two 
and four-legged variety. Occasionally 
an SUV would pass by. Meanwhile, the 
small streams provided much needed 
“wash water”. Everyone and everything 
was washed in the river including 
people of all ages, food, clothes, motor-
cycles and SUVs.

where
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Rwanda

The Rwandan Genocide was the 
1994 mass murder of an estimated 
800,000  to one million people in 
the small East African nation of 
Rwanda. 

Over the course of approximately 
100 days as much as 20% of the 
country’s total population was    
murdered. 

It was the culmination of longstand-
ing ethnic competition and tensions 
between the minority Tutsi, who had 
controlled power for centuries, and 
the majority Hutu peoples, who had 
come to power in the rebellion of 
1959–1962.

Words are powerful. Spoken or writ-
ten, words can raise one up or knock 
one down; they can create or destroy; 
and they can inspire or degrade. 
Words can change lives. It was words 
written by Immaculée Ilibagiza in the 
book Left to Tell: Discovering God 
Amidst the Rwandan Holocaust that 
had a profound impact on SSJ Associ-
ate Cathy McLaughlin.

A friend of Cathy’s gifted her with the 
book. Cathy thought it sounded de-
pressing so she placed the book on her 
night stand and forgot about it. Three 
months later she was in bed looking 
for something to read so she picked it 
up. She read it cover to cover in one 
sitting.  

Of the book Cathy says, “What reso-
nates with most people is the lesson 
of forgiveness. But, for me, it was 
Immaculée’s direct conversation and 
relationship with God.” That relation-
ship is what spurred Cathy on to move 
beyond just “reading” the book.

Immaculée is a Rwandan Tutsi who 
lived in Rwanda during the genocide 
of 1994. The book told of her life 
before, during and after the genocide. 
She spent 91 days of the 100-day kill-
ing spree hidden in a local pastor’s 
tiny bathroom with six other women 
and children to survive the genocide. 
During that time she prayed to God, 
battled the negative thoughts and 
hatred of the Hutus and ultimately pre-
vailed by forgiving the Hutus even as 
they massacred her family and friends.   

“Immaculée was hiding in fear for her 
life, listening to murder all around her 
while I was going to frat parties,” said 
Cathy. 

Inspired by the book, Cathy felt an 
overwhelming need to meet the au-
thor. In 2009, Cathy attended a pre-
sentation by Immaculée in New York 
City. There she learned of the pilgrim-
ages that Immaculée takes to Rwanda. 
Cathy’s pastor introduced her to Im-
maculée who invited her to join her for 

lunch. Not long after that, Cathy was 
on her way to a missionary retreat in 
Rwanda.

While there Cathy spent quality time 
with the children at the City of Joy 
Orphanage and visited a school for 
blind children that is run by Sister 
Raphael, a friend of Mother Teresa’s. 
Of her overnight stay on the floor of 
Our Lady of Kibeho (The only Vatican 
Approved Marian Apparition Site on 
the African Continent) Cathy said,  “It 
was the most powerfully peaceful place 
I have ever been.” She visited the house 
where Immaculée hid throughout the 
massacre and toured the Kigali Memo-
rial Centre.

The Centre is a poignant tribute to 
those who perished. It houses three 
permanent exhibitions—The Educa-
tion Centre, Memorial Gardens and 
National Documentation Centre of 
the Genocide of 1994. The Centre is 
also home to a mass grave of 
100,000 victims. “I couldn’t go 

Photo: Sun rising at the shrine of Our Lady of Kibeho, Cathy McLaughlin

to
Pilgrimage
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to the grave, I was too upset from all 
that I had seen and read,” said Cathy. 
She was too distraught and numb 
from the experience. “I regretted that 
decision everyday. I felt so guilty these 
poor people lived this and I couldn’t 
even go to see it.” Cathy lived with that 
regret until the next summer when she 
returned to Rwanda. “The first thing 
I did upon my arrival was to visit the 
mass grave site.”

Seeking a closer connection with God, 
Cathy has been working on her spiri-
tual growth. A friend and co-worker at 
St. Luke’s School in Glenside, Pennsyl-
vania, told her about the SSJ Associates 
in Mission program. Cathy looked 
into it and became an Associate. “The 
SSJs are wonderful. They are open 
and accepting of who you are,” says 
Cathy who has been further enriched 
through meetings with Spiritual Direc-
tor Sister Peg Conboy SSJ.  

While employed by St. Luke’s, Cathy 
attended Mandated Reporter Train-
ing: Knowing your Role in the Pro-
tection of Our Children, conducted 
by the Network of Victim Assistance 
(NOVA).  Inspired by what she learned 
at the training, Cathy contacted NOVA 
to inquire about volunteer opportuni-
ties. At that point, she learned of a full-
time position open in education. She 
interviewed and was offered the job. 

Today, Cathy and Immaculée are 
friends. Cathy is still inspired by      
Immaculée and continues to aspire   
for an ever-increasing connection  
with God.

Experience
A Weekend with 
Immaculée 
St. Luke the Evangelist
Glenside, PA 
October 5-6, 2012
For more information or to regis-
ter: 215.887.1188  www.immacu-
lee.com

Learn more about the 
Our Lady of Kibeho Vatican 
Approved Marian Appari-
tion Site—visit www.kibeho.
org

Pictured above: Immaculée and 
Cathy McLaughlin

Below: Cathy McLaughlin and 
children of the City of Joy 
Orphanage

7



Sister Cathy Nerney SSJ

in Rwanda
Twelve years after the Rwandan 
genocide of 1994, Sister Catherine 
Nerney SSJ, Ph.D. found herself in 
Rwanda. As a theologian, Cathy has 
many scholarly interests and teaches 
numerous courses at Chestnut Hill 
College. Theories of Community and 
Forgiveness and Reconciliation are 
among them. Post-genocide Rwanda 
provided Cathy an opportunity to 
delve further into her understanding 
of communion, of the relationship 
of unity and diversity—one, without 
ever being absorbed and dominated 
by the other. “God’s eschatological 
vision— God’s dream for the world,” 
says Cathy, “is for a world in which we 
all are one.” 

Prior to her three-month long mis-
sionary trip to Rwanda, Cathy read 
countless accounts of the genocide. 
Her study of broken communion was 
to answer the question, “How do we 
heal?”  

Sister Win Grelis 
SSJ joined Cathy 
on her trip to 
Rwanda. Win 
had previously 
spent five years 
doing missionary 

work in Liberia. Win’s companion-
ship and experience were invaluable 
throughout the journey. The Religious 
of the Assumption (RA) hosted Cathy 
and Win who stayed in all nine of 
their convents throughout the three-
month visit. The Assumption Sisters 
also took Cathy and Win to locations 
throughout Rwanda.

Their first Sunday in Rwanda, Cathy 
and Win attended Mass at St. Mi-
chael’s. “Over the altar was a huge 
banner that read ‘Ut Unum Sint’, 
which is Latin for ‘That all may be 
one’. Just in case we thought we were 
bringing the SSJ mission to Rwanda 
we saw that God had already brought 
it there,” said Cathy. 

Cathy visited the Children’s Wing of 
the Genocide Memorial Center in 
Kigali. “I stopped before the shrine-
like stations with pictures of over 
2,000 slain children,” said Cathy. “It 
was more than I could take. Memen-
tos of their toys and clothing, words 

they last spoke, their favorite food, 
their simple joys and hopes—most 
particularly photos of their young, 
beautiful faces flooded my mind 

and heart as I prayed before each 
sacred encounter with life and death. 
The incredible ache of holding so 
much intense pain caused me to look 
away, but each time I tried to do so, I 

glanced down at the brochure in 
my hand, which I had picked 
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Forgiveness
Finding

up at the entrance to the Children’s 
Center. Alongside an old, discarded 
sneaker and photo of a young boy 
were the words now emblazoned in 
my heart and conscience: ‘If you had 
known me, and if you had known 
yourself, you would never have killed 
me’. ” 

These words would shape Cathy’s 
journey and continue to guide her 
today. The words became a mantra of 
lament and then a bequest to life. As 
Jesus said “Do this in memory of me,” 
Cathy asked, “Could we hear this plea 
by these beautiful children? Could we 
get to know each other and ourselves 
so that it will become impossible for 
us to harm another person?” Cathy 
promised the children and herself that 
she would do this and would turn to 
others to help her keep this vow.  

Help came through hundreds of 
Rwandan survivors who told Cathy 
their stories of unimaginable atrocities. 
Cathy said, “They recounted their fear 
and repulsion on first peering into the 
face of the hated other—those who had 
killed members of their family.” She 
wanted to learn how these survivors 
could look at their longtime neighbors 
and friends who tortured, killed, pil-
laged and destroyed everything they 
loved. 

Influencing Cathy most was a group 
called the Good Samaritans, which was 
formed in 1986 before the genocide.  
Committed to cross over borders that 



Clement, a prison guard, admitted to 
treating Hutu prisoners cruelly. “In his 
eyes,” Cathy said, “these prisoners had 
given up any claim to human decency 
and so fully merited the disregard 
in which he held them. But Clement 
discovered that his own hardened heart 
began softening over time as he wit-
nessed the loving presence and fidelity 
of the Good Samaritans.” 

divide any people, the Good Samari-
tans take the mercy and compassion of 
God everywhere they go. 

“Over and over again in the villages, 
marketplaces, churches and prisons 
of Rwanda, I met these Good Samari-
tans,” said Cathy. “In them I encoun-
tered young people and old, victims 
and perpetrators, who found in the 
face of the other a call beyond them-
selves, a responsibility for the other 
that broke through their own experi-
ence of deadness. In coming to know 
the other, as a wounded yet loved hu-
man being, they found themselves and 
new life.” 

A particularly unforgettable story for 
Cathy was shared in the remote vil-
lage of Mukarange where the Good 
Samaritans gathered for prayer after 
the 6:30 a.m. Eucharist. After the 
scripture reading a Tutsi woman 
named Speciosa spoke. Having lost 32 
members of her family, Speciosa was 
so weighed down by inner turmoil she 
was unable to raise her eyes to look 
at a Hutu. Filled with rage and the 
need for vengeance, her struggle was 
calmed through prayer. Despite her 
intense feelings of hatred, she believed 
God loved her. Speciosa wondered 
that if God still loved her despite her 
hatred, did God love the Hutus as well? 
That question was a turning point for 
Speciosa, who began to see Hutus dif-
ferently. 

Cathy believes “Speciosa’s awakening 
to a shared humanity, recognized in 
a divinely-loved brokenness, initi-
ated her long journey to forgive and 
reconcile with every one of them.” Her 
journey has gone far beyond forgiving 
those Hutus who directly killed her 
family members. 

Continued on page 13

Speciosa  pictured here in brown

St. Michael’s Church Altar Banner reads 
“That all may be one”

Cathy Nerney SSJ addresses a group at the 
Jesuit Center
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The Good Samaritans came to the pris-
on each week “to share their personal 
stories of pain and brokenness and 
to bring the message of God’s uncon-
ditional love and mercy for each and 
every one of them, regardless of their 
past wrongdoings,” said Cathy. “As 
Clement watched prisoners undergo 
undeniable changes in their attitudes 
and behavior, he began to reflect on his 
own life—his bitterness, cynicism and 
lack of compassion. He began to see 
that the disdain he had for others was, 
in truth, a reflection of his own lack of 
self-regard.”

Clement thought this group was com-
prised of crazy and naive people who 
thought the world could be healed 
through love and forgiveness. “This 
attitude,” Cathy recalled, “gave way to 
amazement at the change taking place 
right before his eyes. When he felt a 
yearning inside himself to let go of his 
own self-righteousness, he literally fell 
to his knees in humility and repen-
tance. From a skeptical observer to a 
faithful member of the Good Samari-
tans.” 

March 19, 2006, the Congregational 
Feast of Saint Joseph fell on a Sunday. 
Cathy and Win joined the Good Sa-
maritans for liturgy at the Jesuit Centre 
in Kigali. Following the readings and 
testimonies of the Good Samaritans, 
Anne Marie, the founding member of 
the group made a special request of 
Cathy, one so fitting with the mission 
of all Sisters of Saint Joseph. Anne 
Marie said: “Cathy, when you return 
to America ... find out where your own 
borders are, cross over them and love 
there.” 

“They were telling me that we in the 
United States have our own heal-
ing work to do,” said Cathy.  Of this 
request Cathy recalled, “I felt so chal-
lenged. They were telling me that they 
could not bear this trial alone.” 
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Peru
Upon hearing the word “Peru”, most 
people conjure up postcard worthy 
images of green hills, blue water, the 
Amazon and the Andes mountains. 
Perhaps, it is the brightly colored tex-
tiles with busy patterns, the pottery, 
or the traditional clothing donned 
by Peruvian mothers, complete with 
children wrapped around them by 
fabric to form a sack. Peru’s terrain is 
beautiful be it the coast (costa), the 
highlands (sierra) or the eastern rain 
forests (selva).

Sister Jean Faustman SSJ, D.M.L., 
knows first-hand that life 14,000 
feet above sea level in the 
South Andes of Peru is also 
hard, cold, dirty and filled 
with unimaginable pov-
erty. There is little health 
care, little water—none 
potable and almost no 
indoor plumbing.

From 2006 to 2009 Jean 
called Yauri, Cosco, Peru 
home. Now living in the 
Philadelphia area, Jean 
returns to Yauri each summer 
for seven weeks.

“I never in my life wanted to be a mis-
sionary,” said Jean, an Associate Pro-
fessor of French at Chestnut Hill Col-
lege, with a Doctoral Degree in French 
and Spanish. “Using my knowledge 
of language to help people was what 
really caught my attention.” For Jean, 
ministering in another country was 
never a thought until she read an 
e-mail from the Congregation request-
ing a sister go to Africa, where many 
speak French. “I had a strong heart 
reaction to that request,” said Jean. “I 
knew I had to reply.” That ministry 
never came to fruition for Jean whose 
mother was very ill and suffering from 

Alzheimer’s Disease. 

Victoria (mother of 11)  and 
her children sell drinks and 
food in the street to earn a 
living.

Extreme Poverty in the Andes of

Jean found her way to Peru thanks to 
Sister Peg Conboy SSJ who lived in 
Yauri for 14 years and was looking for 
someone to join her.

Jean’s ministry included work as a 
pastoral assistant in Santa Ana Par-
ish and as a catechist for children, 
preparing them for the sacraments of 
Baptism and First Communion; and 
as a liaison to the Children’s Shelter, to 
Yauri’s Center for the Elderly and the 
Prison. Jean taught English to adults 
and children, worked closely with the 
special education school, social work-
ers, psychologists and local mayor to 
meet the needs of Yauri residents. 

The first year together in Yauri, Jean 
and Peg lived in a Santa Ana Par-
ish house constructed of adobe brick 

and protected from burglars by an 
exterior wall. Each room faced the 
courtyard and none of the rooms 

were connected. To change 

Sister Jean 
Faustman SSJ 
and children 

from the shelter 
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rooms you had to go outside first. The 
next two years they lived in another 
parish house next to the church. This 
house had front and back doors and 
the rooms were connected. Sister Ines 
of the Canadian Missionaries of the 
Immaculate Conception Congregation 
joined them.  

As liaison to the town’s prison (now 
closed), Jean helped to provide fund-
ing for the job training of male and 
female inmates convicted of murder, 
rape or burglary. It had two sections, 
one for men and the other for women 
and children. The children were not 
inmates, but lived there with their 
mothers. The men had beds, blankets 
and a television, but the women had 
only blankets and a cold hard concrete 
floor. Jean purchased 10 beds for the 
women and children. 

This June at the Center for the Elderly, 
she was able to disburse enough dona-
tion money to buy a year’s worth of 
bosta, which is sun-dried cow manure 
for cooking fuel. “They are thrilled,” 
Jean says, “because firewood and a gas 
tank are much more costly.”  Dona-
tions were also used to buy food, since 

the food program has cut its allow-
ances. The elderly get two meals a day, 
five days a week there.

It is the children and their needs where 
Jean devoted most of her time, energy 
and love. Approximately 21 abandoned 
or orphaned children, ages three to 16, 
live at the Children’s Shelter. Several 
of the girls have been raped by fam-
ily members, many of the children 
are angry and most of them came to 
the shelter behind in their education. 
School is mandatory in Yauri, but not 
enforced. A staff of three tend to the 
children. Often there is only one on 
duty and she has to cook and watch 
the children. Every few months the 
mayor would remove all three staff 
at once and replace them with new 
people. This practice was detrimental 
to the operation of the shelter and to 
the emotional and physical well-being 
of the children. Jean spoke with the 
mayor and explained to him the need 
for consistency in staff and operations. 
She was successful in her plea. 

Thanks to donations, Jean was recently 
able to take the children on an outing 
to purchase school uniforms, sweat-

Children having fun outside of the        
Children’s Shelter 

ers and jackets, belts and gloves. Jean 
says, “The beauty for them is that they 
actually get to select something they 
like. Usually, they get used items, or 
new items are just dropped off for 
them with a name on it. Being able to 
actually have an outing, and choose 
shoes, sweaters, backpacks, or anything 
that they really like is a thrill for them. 
They are grateful for everything.”

For Immaculada Concepcion School, 
donations will purchase a year’s worth 
of food items to enrich their break-
fast. “Soy, oatmeal, sugar, canigua and 
other items can be heated with the 
government-supplied milk, so that 
the children can have a nutritional 
breakfast and then learn,” said Jean. 
“The principal and three other teachers 
are exceptional human beings. Two of 
their students, little children, were sick, 
and they themselves did all the fun-
draising to provide treatments—not 
cheap for them. One student did pass 
away, but the other was cured.”

More than anything, Peru for Jean is 
where six-year old Jonas whom she 
calls “the love of my life” lives. The 
town officials learned of Jonas and 
asked Jean if she knew of anyone who 
could get him some powdered milk. 
When Jean met Jonas he was one and a 
half years old. He was so malnourished 
and tiny “like a rag doll”.  She found 
Jonas living in squalor in a one room 
home with no windows, a hard floor 
and a blanket recently provided by the 
officials. He lived with his grandmoth-
er, her boyfriend and his 27-year old 
mother Lola. Lola couldn’t walk, speak, 
or feed herself. She didn’t seem to have 
any awareness or know that Jonas was 
her son. The mayor believed Jonas was 
too weak to be taken to the shelter.

At the age of two years and after five 
months on the powdered milk, Jo-
nas gained enough strength to roll 
over for the first time. Jonas moved 
into the shelter in 2007 where he has 
blossomed. Unfortunately, 
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Jonas says only a few words. “He calls 
me Mamy (mommy) and says other 
words, so the capacity to speak is 
there,” said Jean. 

Marisol, the shelter director, will  soon 
take Jonas to a children’s hospital 
in Arequipa, where he can stay for 
a month or more as needed, to get 
intensive therapy for his speech. “I am 
thrilled, although sad at the prospects 
of having to leave him there alone, but 
it is the best option for now,” said Jean. 
“It is a very good hospital and he will 
be in a safe, warm atmosphere.  Maybe 
by next year he will be speaking well.”  
Jean is praying for that.

This visit, Jean bought a maquina de 
tejer (knitting machine) and a sewing 
machine for the shelter, plus wool and 
thread. Staff and the older girls will be 
given lessons on how to use the maqui-
na de tejer. “They are excited. They can 
make hats, gloves, scarves, sweaters, 
wool pants and underskirts to wear 
under their uniforms,” said Jean. 

Thanks to the generosity of                
donations, the special ed school—
Jonas´classroom—got a new television 
and DVD player. Jean provided funds 
for 12-year old Rebecca to go to the 
doctor in Cusco. “Her family cannot 
afford it,” said Jean. “Rebecca is a dwarf 
and I believe needs some treatment 
on her head, which she hasn’t had in 
years.”  

The school has a little four-year old, 
Julio Cesar, (he looks like a one and a 

half-year old) who is a paraplegic and 
blind. His mother carries him every-
where.” We bought him a walker, and 
we also transported Jonas’ old crib 
from the shelter to the school, so he 
can rest during the day. The walker has 
buttons to push for music, and Jonas 
pushed him around, and he was smil-
ing. It was so cute, but heartbreaking.”

In the future, Jean plans to get vinyl 
covered mattresses for the floor, so 
they can do therapy with Julio Cesar.  
She hopes to find him a wheelchair.

For years, Jean has followed the hap-
penings of a woman named Victoria, 
the mother of 11 children (previously 
jailed on theft charges). In March, 
she left four-year old Mario alone in 
a hotel for two days. He was taken 

from her due to neglect and is now in 
a children’s’ shelter in Sicuani. During 
her visit to Sister Eileen Egan IHM, 
Jean had a chance to visit Mario. “He 
is just beginning to speak now and is 
beautiful as all her children are,” said 
Jean. Victoria has not seen or visited 
Mario. “I´d like to get Julio Cesar away 
from her also, since he is now repeat-
ing first grade and she is not sending 
him again. There is so much need 
here, but I´d have to be here full time 
to make sure she carries through with 
anything.” 

Victoria’s 14-year old son Marco wants 
to work. “Marco rents a mototaxi from 
a man in town and drives it during the 
night hours. He might make about $12 
a night, on a good night. That makes 
him happy.  It is against the law, of 
course, but such is life here,” said Jean.  

A miner’s strike and state-of-emergen-
cy town shutdown occurred during 
much of Jean’s visit this summer. “It 
was the first time I was ever afraid to 
be in Yauri,” said Jean. The police had 
told her to go live somewhere else 
because the strikers were going to take 
over the police station located next 
door to the parish house. That didn’t 
occur; however, a curfew curtailed 
many of her plans. In spite of that, Jean 
accomplished  much during this year’s 
trip to Peru. 

High in the cold Andes Mountains, 
Jean is heeding the call of the Congre-
gations’ founders to respond to the suf-
ferings and injustices of each particular 
time and place. Through her ministry 
to the people of Yauri, Jean is one with 
those in poverty and neglect—loving 
God and neighbor without distinction.

Sister Jean 
Faustman SSJ, 
Julio Cesar 
and mother. 
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Cathy works on this challenge each day. She continues to share the les-
sons from her Rwandan teachers. The lessons help her as Director of the 
Institute for Forgiveness and Reconciliation at Chestnut Hill College. The 
Institute works for the forgiveness of divisions within and among human 
persons and communities by providing forgiveness and reconciliation at 
every level of life. 

While speaking of her experience in Rwanda, Cathy’s hand often finds its 
way to land over her heart. There are smiles and tears and silent moments 
to regain composure. It is obvious that the people of Rwanda touched 
Cathy’s heart in a most special way. 

In Rwanda the unforgivable is forgiven through hard work and an emo-
tional roller coaster. Cathy said, “Decisional forgiveness is a very different 
reality from emotional forgiveness. The stages of forgiving must be worked 
through. The Rwandans don’t know the ‘theories of forgiveness’, but they 
know that death and evil cannot have the final word.”

Cathy Nerney SSJ celebrates with Rwandan women

Pictured here in blue is Anne Marie, the founder of 
the Good Samaritans

Prisoners gather

Win Grelis SSJ visits with Rwandan children

Finding Forgiveness, continued from page 9

Rwanda’s FutureCathy Nerney SSJ and Win Grelis SSJ visit with Rwandan  
the Religious of the Assumption
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Called, Consecrated and Sent Forth 
Missionary Ministry  Continued from page 3

Poverty in the Dominican Republic

Leper Colony in Cameroon

Poverty in Haiti

Ecuador — Minga Day of volunteer service — irrigation project

Home in the Dominican Republic
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Missionary Ministries
More Stories to Tell...More Stories to Tell...

Called to be the Congregation of Great Love, Sisters of Saint Joseph, tend their gospel mission of union with God and 
every neighbor—everyone and everywhere—without distinction.

In the sisters’ first  Constitutions (c.1660), their co-founder, Jean-Pierre Médaille, SJ, invited them to “divide the small 
towns into various sectors … and to “try to find out what disorders exist in each sector, so that they may remedy them 
through their own efforts . . .or through persons who have some influence over those involved in these disorders.”

A common expression among Sisters of Saint Joseph is “Where one of us is, all of us are.” Whenever a sister or associ-
ate responds to the neighbor, the mission and the charism and the entire body of Sisters and Associates is present with 
them. 

To learn more about some of those called to missionary ministries, both yesterday and today, please visit our website. 
Their stories are available at:

http://ssjphila.org/new/ministry-spotlight
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Generous
Through

Fund Raisers
Mission

EVENTS
Our

Further
Our

 We

of
Support

Women’s Wellness Weekend—
September 7-9, 2012 at Saint Mary by-the-
Sea Retreat House. Cost for the weekend 
is $350 per person. Sold Out!—to be 
put on the mailing list for next year 
please call 1-800-482-6510 or email 
development@ssjphila.org

Swing for the Sisters Golf Tournament—
September 29, 2012 at Flatbush Golf Course 
in Littlestown, PA. Cost: $75 per per-
son, or $300 for a foursome (includes 
Breakfast, Lunch and Golf Fees). 
Sponsorship opportunities are avail-
able from $100-$2,500. Registration 
begins at 7:00 a.m. with a shotgun start 
at 8:30 a.m.

Sole Sisters  5 Mile Run/2 Mile Walk/Run—
October 13, 2012 at Saint Mary by-the-Sea 
Retreat House. Cost of entry in the race 
$25. There will be a 2 mile walk/run 
starting at 8:30 a.m. and a 5 mile run 
starting at 9:15 a.m. Sponsorship op-
portunities are available from $100-
$2,500. Registration begins at 8:30 a.m.

“Faces of Philadelphia” Trivia Night—
November 3, 2012 at Norwood-Fontbonne 
Academy. Benefitting the SSJ Welcome Center. 
The cost of registration is $30 for an 
individual or $250 for a table of 10 
with sponsorship opportunities avail-
able from $100-$1,000. Please register 
before October 26, 2012.

For more information about the 
Development Special Events, 
please call 1-800-482-6510 or 
email development@ssjphila.org

Fall 2012

Benefits 
Saint Mary 
by-the-Sea 
Retreat 
House

Sole Sisters 
5 Mile Run/
2 Mile 
Walk/Run 

The Sisters of Saint Joseph Development Office organizes more than 10 
fundraising events each year. These events help to reunite our Sisters with 
their former neighbors, students and long lost friends. The special events 
also help to further our mission “that all people may be united with God 
and with one another”.

It is through your continued support that these special events are able to 
profit over $75,000 annually. These events support the elderly and infirm 
sisters at Saint Joseph Villa, as well as sisters in active ministry.

Enjoy photos taken from various fund raisers 
on the next three pages.
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Women’s 
Wellness 
Weekend

Benefits 
Sisters of 
Saint 
Joseph

Keystone  State Boychoir Concert

Join us in January for an afternoon of entertainment by 
the Keystone State Boychoir.  The Boys have performed 
on all seven continents and join us to sing in our chapel 
in January.  All proceeds go to the Retirement Fund..



Golf Outings

Grab a club and join us for a 
day of golf.  Our two spon-
sored golf tournaments take 
place in South Jersey in May 
(at the Atlantic City Coun-
try Club) and Littlestown, 
PA (near Gettysburg) in 
September at Flatbush 
Golf Course.  Both of these 
tournaments help support 
retirement for the Sisters for 
the Saint Joseph.
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Phillies 
Game 
Night

Applebee’s 
Breakfast

Faces of 
Philadelphia 
Trivia Night

Five hun-
dred tickets 
were sold 
for the June 
17th Phillies 
versus Pirates 
game.
Proceeds 
benefitted the 
SSJ Welcome 
Center.
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Benefit 
the SSJ 
Welcome 
Center



To remember is to celebrate. We remember with love each of 
these women, our sisters and friends, who died during the past 
year. We celebrate their lives and the example that they offered 
to the Sisters of Saint Joseph, their families, their friends, the 
Church and the world.

These women embraced the call to “Let your life be a continuous 
act of love.” (Maxims of the Little Institute). They lived lives of 
faithfulness and commitment while they were with us, and we 
depend upon them now to continue to pray on our behalf.

May they rest in the arms of the loving God they so faithfully 
served!

Sisters of Saint Joseph of Philadelphia
Mount Saint Joseph Convent
9701 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19118-2694

Change Service Requested

www.ssjphila.org

Sister Judith Mary Sherpensky
(formerly Sister Francis Gregory)

July 23, 2012

Sister Helen Raphael Jordan
July 1, 2012 

Sister Mary Rita Martine
June 25, 2012

Sister Carmelta Smith
June 19, 2012 

Sister Marion A. Pfaff
(formerly Sister Adelina)

June 17, 2012

Sister Helene Gertrude Nagle 
(formerly Sister Gertrude Francis)

June 9, 2012

Sister Kathleen McPeak
(formerly Sister Miriam Therese)

June 4, 2012

Sister Rosemary Haslam
(formerly Sister Muriel Loretta)

May 27, 2011

Sister M. Blandina O’Neill
May 3, 2012   

Sister Thomas Henry Fletcher
April 24, 2012 

Sister Terese Elizabeth Cunningham
 April 22, 2012

Sister Mary Agnes Mayer
April 4, 2012

Sister Regina Walsh
(formerly Sister Joseph Xavier)

March 24, 2012
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