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Welcome to One With, the 
magazine of the Sisters of 
Saint Joseph of Chestnut 
Hill, Philadelphia.

During this Extraordinary 
Jubilee Year of Mercy, 
Pope Francis has focused 
our attention on the gift 
of God’s mercy. He calls 
mercy “the beating heart 
of the Gospel” and invites 
us to receive and offer this 
gift freely as we encounter 
one another. “Let us be 
renewed by God’s mercy, 
let us be loved by Jesus, let 
us enable the power of His 

love to transform our lives, too; and let us become agents of 
this mercy (Pope Francis)…”  Since our founding in France 
in 1650, the Sisters of Saint Joseph have lived our mission of 
unity through various ministries which are expressions of the 
spiritual and corporal works of mercy.

As you read this edition, please step into the life experiences 
and good works of our sisters as they live our mission, unit-
ing all people with God and one another, through extending 
mercy to those who are in need. Sisters are involved in con-
fronting human trafficking and supporting survivors, instruct-
ing immigrants in English, and visiting with students, aging 
women, and babies in need of a human touch, in Haiti.

Our sisters, who have long lived the works of mercy, find rest 
and refreshment in our retirement home, Saint Joseph Villa. 
See our sisters who recently celebrated their lives of faithful 
service. Please catch a glimpse of the latest progress in the 
Renewal and Revitalization Project. We are ever grateful to 
our sisters who, having enabled the power of God’s love to 
transform their lives, have returned to their heavenly home.  
Please remember them in your prayers. 

Because of you, our faithful donors, we continue to reach 
out to people in need and to support our retired sisters. Your 
generosity makes a major impact, and we are deeply moved 
by your goodness to us and to those we serve. In this edi-
tion, a few donors will share their motivation for making a 
legacy gift to our Congregation, ensuring that our partnership 
will continue well into the future. 

Thank you for sharing in our mission and for all the ways 
that you live the mercy of God directly in your daily lives and 
through sustaining our ministries. You are agents of God’s 
mercy, enabling many to experience the beating heart of the 
Gospel. 

In this Easter season, may you be blessed with the peace, 
joy and new life of our Risen Jesus. 

With prayerful gratitude, 

Sister Anne Myers SSJ
Congregational President
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By Sister Dolores Clerico SSJ
Director of the Ministry of Spirituality

Pope Francis has declared 2016 
as a Holy Year of Mercy. He 
has said that the Holy Year is a 
response to the world’s need 
for a “revolution of tenderness” 
from which “justice and all the 
rest derives” (interview quoted 
in CRUX, December 7, 2015). 
What is this mercy that can 
respond to the needs of today’s 
world? What does mercy look 
like from a faith perspective? 

Throughout the Scriptures there 
are several Hebrew and Greek 
words that have come to be 
translated as mercy. Taken as 
a whole, they convey concepts 
such as steadfast and enduring 
love, loving kindness, compas-
sion and benevolence, pro-
viding a nurturing space from 
which life can flourish. 
The Hebrew word rahamim, 
translated as mercy, literally 
means a trembling womb. The 
New Dictionary of Catholic 
Spirituality defines mercy as 
the compassionate care of 
others whereby one takes on 
the burden of another as one’s 
own. It is action motivated by 
love. Clearly, mercy occurs in 
the context of relationship and 
involves becoming one in the 
experience of the other. Mercy 
involves loving one’s neighbors 
as if we were standing in their 
shoes. 

Mercy is the willingness to 
enter into the chaos of the 
other (James F. Kennan, SJ). 
God demonstrates what this 
means when the All-Merciful 
One enters into creation and 
the human condition through 
Jesus. In Jesus, the embodi-
ment of mercy, God becomes 

Embodying the Mercy of God

are neighbor when we provide 
nurturing space for our children 
and elderly parents who are in 
need of food, shelter and love, 
even as we do the same for 
those who long for life’s ba-
sic necessities. We image the 
All-Merciful One when we cre-
ate places of welcome in our 
hearts, our neighborhoods, and 
our country for all who yearn 
for a safe home. We embody 
mercy when we reach out to 
those imprisoned by hardened 
hearts, either their own or that 
of others. Indeed, we are to be 
the revolution of tenderness 
from which justice and all the 
rest derives.

In the tradition of the Sisters 
of Saint Joseph, we strive to 
be a presence that unites as 
we engage in loving and com-
passionate service to every 
neighbor without distinction. Is 
this not the mercy so needed 
by today’s world?  “Let us be 
renewed by God’s mercy, let 
us be loved by Jesus, let us 
enable the power of his love to 
transform our lives too; and let 
us become agents of his mercy, 
channels through which God 
can water the earth, protect all 
creation and make justice and 
peace flourish.” (Pope Francis, 
Easter message, 2013)

“Mercy is the call to be a 
human being, who feels with 
other human beings who 
suffer and are in need. Mercy 
is the call to be a real Chris-
tian, who follows the example 
of Christ and meets Christ 
in his suffering brothers and 
sisters.”

Cardinal Walter Kasper,
lecture given at Boston College, 

May 2014

one with us in our history, frailty 
and pain, and acts to allevi-
ate suffering and oppression. 
Jesus repeatedly responds with 
heartfelt compassion for those 
who are suffering, especially for 
those who have been pushed 
to the margins of society. In 
so doing, Jesus reveals God’s 
loving concern for each person 
and embodies the mercy which 
moves all toward communion 
with God and one another. 
Through the parable of the 
Good Samaritan, Jesus tells us 
that the one who is “neighbor” 
is “the one who had mercy on 
him.” Jesus goes on to say: 
“Go then and do the same.” 
(Luke 10:30-37) 

We are now the ones who 
embody the mercy of God 
when we feed the hungry, give 
drink to the thirsty, welcome 
the stranger, tend to the naked, 
the sick and the imprisoned 
(Matthew 26:6-13)—actions 
traditionally known as the 
corporal works of mercy. We 
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the People of Haiti
In response to a great need in 
Haiti following the magnitude 
7.0 Earthquake in January 2010, 
the Canadian Federation and 
U.S. Federation of Sisters of Saint 
Joseph adopted the proposal, 
Rebuilding Haiti through the
Empowerment of Girls. This 
project is a 10-year commitment 
to raise $356,200 for Mission 
Haiti, Inc. It will ensure 13 years of 
education for 10 girls in Léogâne, 
Haiti, assist with salaries for 
and certification of teachers and 
provide for partial financial assis-
tance for building the Coeur de 
Marie College secondary school, 
to replace the one destroyed in 
the earthquake. 

In February 2016, a seven-person 
delegation from the U.S. Feder-
ation of Sisters of Saint Joseph 
traveled to Haiti — the poorest 
country in the Americas, to meet 
the sponsored girls and to learn 
how the commitment to Mission 
Haiti, Inc., is making a positive 
difference in the lives of Haitians. 
Sisters Celeste Mokrzycki SSJ and 
Sharon White SSJ represented the 
Sisters of Saint Joseph of Phila-
delphia as part of the delegation. 
The delegation also included: 
Sisters Mary Ellen Gondeck, CSJ 
(Detroit, Michigan) and Lynn 
Miller, CSJ (Baden, PA); Associates 
Nina Hershey (Watertown, NY), 
Evelyn Mazzola (Detroit, MI) and 
Mary Palamar (Watertown, NY). 
Mission Haiti Inc., Board Mem-
bers, Jimmy Dunn, Connie and 
Jack Pillner and Shelley Butler 
completed the group.

To be a Sister of Saint Joseph 
is to be about relationships. The 
week-long immersion trip to Haiti 
was an opportunity for the U.S 
delegation to develop relation-
ships with each other, the lead-
ers of Mission Haiti, Inc., Sisters 
of the Companions of Jesus and 
hundreds of Haitians. As Sisters 
of Saint Joseph, Sisters Celeste 
and Sharon have dedicated their 
lives to helping the poor, mar-
ginalized and vulnerable. What 
challenged them most perhaps, 
was encounting the malnour-
ished children at Missionaries of 
Charity Health/Wellness Center 
and the Restavek children — 
slaves who are commonplace 
throughout this nation.

The jam-packed itinerary of 
visits to places funded by 
Mission Haiti, Inc., took them 
to numerous schools run by 
the Sisters of the Companions 
of Jesus. At Annunciation pri-
mary school, they met with the 
10 sponsored girls. Gifts were 
exchanged between the students 
and their visitors. In anticipation 
of the visit, students had prac-
ticed songs and dances—gifts 
for the visitors. The delegation 
gifted the students with t-shirts, 
hats, bracelets and toys do-
nated by the Philadelphia area 
community (see page 8). In each 
classroom, students greeted the 
American visitors with the gifts of 
dance, song and drawings. 

Standing One With

Pictured from top to bottom: a Coeur de Marie College student blows a kiss; 
Annunciation School students wearing new Phillies gear; Annunciation School 
students enjoy a break from the classroom; Village of Jesus resident plays bingo 

All photos in this article are courtesy of Celeste Mokrzycki SSJ and Sharon White 
SSJ.
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“Haitians speak mostly Creole,” 
said Sister Sharon. “While the 
verbal communication was a 
challenge, the language of the 
eyes and engagement of faces 
drew us into deep relationship 
with the Sisters, school chil-
dren and the elderly displaced 
men and women at the Village 
of Jesus.” 

There is a reason the project 
with Haiti was entitled 
Rebuilding Haiti Through the 
Empowerment of Girls — a 
strongly-held belief of the 
Sisters of Saint Joseph is: 
“On the education of women, 
largely depends the future of 
society.” Sister Sharon 
stated,“UNICEF notes that in 
circumstances of great poverty, 
girls are predominately at risk. 
They are vulnerable to abuse 
in all its forms and very often 
these girls are limited to house-
holds in which they are virtually 
slaves. Thus, the availability 
of education for girls is a key 
aspect of bringing about sig-

nificant social transformation. 
Education for girls yields 
countless opportunities and 
life choices, more workforce 
participation and greater
 involvement of women in 
political and socio-economic 
decision-making.”

Of the schools, Sister Sharon 
says, “We saw much progress, 
as well as need. The teaching 
staff is very stable. One teacher 
has achieved advanced cer-
tifications; the others are still 
in process. In a country where 
the adult literacy rate is 52.9 
percent, being a teacher is no 
small accomplishment.” At the 
new site of Coeur de Marie 
College secondary school, 
more progress is underway. 
“We helped to purchase the 
land for the new school. Since 
the earthquake, students have 
been in temporary classrooms. 
New construction is comprised 
of poured concrete instead of 
the less durable cement blocks. 
Funding for the school itself 

comes from another partner in 
mission with Mission Haiti, Inc., 
an organization called, ‘Caritas 
Germany.’ ” 

“Each day began with com-
munity prayer and faith shar-
ing,” said Sister Sharon. “Ev-
ery evening we reflected on 
the day, sharing the state of 
our hearts by naming a rose, 
something positive and uplift-
ing — a thorn, something that 
was challenging or difficult to 
absorb and a bud — a hope or 
desire for Haiti’s future.” This 
contemplative practice helped 
the group to process the Haiti 
experience. Sister Celeste re-
called, “As each day went by, I 
noticed there were fewer thorns 
and more buds. Once we got 
past the rocky streets, past cul-
tural pieces and the challenges 
of the physical nature of the 
place, we began to meet the 
people. We spent more one-
on-one time with individuals 
and found them hope-filled. We 
began to focus on the hope.” 

Sharon White SSJ plays ball with Sister Josepha, 
foundress of the Sisters of the Companions of Jesus 
Congregation.
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Pictured top: Rose de Lima School — Restaveks  
attend school in the afternoon for a few hours 
— the lucky ones who get educated. 

Pictured bottom left and right: Mother of five 
struggling with decision about sending her child 
to live with a family as a Restavek meets with 
Sister Alta Emile of the Sisters of the Compan-
ions of Jesus. 

At the Missionaries of Charity 
Health/Wellness Center, Sis-
ters Celeste and Sharon held, 
fed and played with severely 
malnourished babies. “Know-
ing that an infant suffering from 
malnutrition would feel my 
loving embrace was a rose,” 
said Sister Sharon. “Howev-
er, the thorn was wondering if 
the food I gave the infant was 
going to be her last meal. As 
an educated woman, the bud 
is the knowledge that I have 
the ability to look for broader 
avenues to create systemic 
changes after I left Haiti. These 
times of deep reflection and 
contemplation provided the 
grace and a compelling desire 
to take this experience back to 
the U.S. and beg others to get 
involved.”

“What touched my heart 
most deeply, was meeting the 
Restavek children at St. Rose 

de Lima School,” said Sister 
Celeste. “They are children 
whose families are so desper-
ately poor that their parents 
give or sell them to strang-
ers (usually at a geographic 
distance) because the host 
families promise to provide 
the children with a better life. 
Instead, the children enter a 
life of indentured servitude — a 
modern day slavery.” A recently 
passed, but not yet enforced 
Haitian law against human traf-
ficking, identifies the plight of 
the Restaveks. UNICEF 
estimates 300,000 children live 
as Restaveks. This form of 
human trafficking seems to 
have become an acceptable 
part of the Haitian culture. 

“I encountered a mother of five 
children whose face reflect-
ed the painful struggle of this 
heart-wrenching decision. She 
cradled a baby in her arms and 

5
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Pictured top:  Ten girls whose education is sponsored by the 
Rebuilding Haiti Through the Empowerment of Girls project.

Pictured bottom left: Celeste Mokrzycki SSJ shows photos to 
students.

Pictured bottom right:  Delegation poses with painting gifted by the 
Sisters of the Companions of Jesus. Kneeling, Celeste Mokrzycki 
SSJ; front row from left, Shelley Butler, Mary Palamar, Sharon 
White SSJ, Evelyn Mazzola; middle row from left, Lynn Miller CSJ, Nina 
Hershey, Mary Ellen Gondeck CSJ; back row from left, 
Connie Pillner and Jack Pillner. Not pictured: Jimmy Dunn



grasped the hand of her little boy 
whose hair appeared bleached 
blonde, but in reality was show-
ing signs of malnutrition. Wit-
nessing her suffering and an-
guish, tears formed in my eyes, 
and I felt a compassion that 
surprised me by its depth and 
seemed to flow out of memories 
buried in the haven of my heart. 
You see, my mother struggled 
with a similar decision. In the 
1960s, on a small farm in Poland, 
my family of six children lived in 
poverty and my mother sent me 
to live with my aunt and uncle 
in America. When I visited her 
about 20 years later, she still re-
gretted her decision, even though 
she knew that I did receive all 
that was promised and so much 
more. I was one of the lucky 
ones. As with my experience, I 
am overwhelmed by the depth 
and power of this mother’s love, 
willing to embrace the suffering 
of the loss of her children in the 
hope of a better life for them.” 

Restavek students, (who were 
lucky to be in school a couple of 
hours each day) lined up in twos 
as they entered the courtyard 
to meet us — the visitors. “We 
could see the depth of emotions 
on their faces and in their body 
language,” said Sister Celeste. 
“Some seemed ashamed, not 
looking at the Americans who 
were there to meet them, some 
stood withdrawn or with defiant 
stances and others glanced up 
with shy and inquisitive looks. 
Sharon and I moved instinctive-
ly down to meet the children. I 
feared that if I didn’t go down to 
meet them, I would only reinforce 
their experience of being unseen 
and unimportant. Walking up to 
some of the girls who were shyly 
looking at me, I said, ‘Hello,’ in 
English, elicited some giggles 
and asked if they would like to 
have a foto. With a shy look, they 
began to pose and laughed as 
they looked at their images in the 
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camera. I wish that I could say 
every child said, ‘Yes,’ but some 
remained withdrawn and dis-
tant. I hoped my presence in the 
courtyard would communicate 
my recognition of their inher-
ent dignity and worth, but this 
experience with the Restaveks 
continues to disquiet my heart 
as I wonder how such a system 
can be tolerated and what can 
be done to dismantle it further. 
As with many times in Haiti, I am 
faced with an injustice and a cy-
cle of poverty that seem almost 
overwhelming and challenges me 
to believe in a God who is active-
ly permeating all with His mercy 
and in time will heal all wounds.

“The immersion trip to Haiti was 
both a gift and a challenge,” 
shared Sister Sharon. “I wit-
nessed hope, potential and 
possibilities for recovery at each 
place we visited. Knowing that 
I was in Haiti, carrying the love 
and support of the U.S. Feder-
ation of Sisters of Saint Joseph 
and the thousands of folks back 
home who championed this 
cause, I began to dream of even 
more possibilities.” 

Sister Celeste learned much 
while in Haiti and continued 
learning through her reflection 
on the experience. “I embarked 
on this courageous venture to 
Haiti expecting to return with 
a desire to simplify my life and 
maybe empty a few boxes, but 
Haiti taught me much more about 
how we, Sisters of Saint Joseph, 
are called to be a ministry of 
presence. When I encountered 
the Restavek children, with their 
pain and shame reflected on 
their faces and in their eyes, I 
moved instinctively, like a wom-
an sent on a mission, into the 
courtyard to be with them. I was 
sent. Compelled by the Gospel 
and our SSJ mission of being 
one with, I desired to stand with 
them, on a footing of mutuality, 

as givers and receivers of God’s 
healing grace. Hopeful that my 
simple gestures of a smile, a 
hello and an offer of a foto would 
let them know what I didn’t know 
how to say in Creole and feared 
that they have not heard too of-
ten: you are loved, respected and 
good, no matter what you have 
experienced in your life. You are 
the face of God for me. In Haiti, 
I realized how much our charism 
of ‘being one with’ empowers us 
not to separate ourselves from 
the dear neighbor, but to stand 
with those in need even when it 
stretches us far beyond our 
comfort zones to a place of 
love.” 

Reflections on the trip to Haiti and 
video clips of the visit by Sisters 
Celeste and Sharon are available at: 
http://ssjphila.org/new/news/this-
months-news

Celeste Mokrzycki SSJ presents a student 
with a new dress.
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The Community 
Responds with Gifts 
for Haitians
Upon learning that she would 
participate in the immersion trip 
to Haiti, Sister Sharon White SSJ 
invited others to share in the 
experience by donating items to
be gifted to Haitians. Sister 
Sharon’s call to action received 
an overwhelming response that 
filled six large suitcases.  

“St. Timothy Parish in Philadelphia 
adopted Haiti in response to Pope 
Francis’ call to the Year of Mercy,” 
said Sister Sharon. “These 
parishioners joined people from 
St. Hubert High School and several 
Sisters of Saint Joseph to create 
more than 150 pillow-case dresses. 
Villa Maria Joseph Academy spent 
two days weaving 300 bracelets. 

The Philadelphia Phillies, Philadel-
phia Union, Aramark, Beneficial 
Bank and the Congregation donat-
ed shirts and hats. Individuals gave
sewing notions, clothing, filtered 
water bottles, nail polish, ribbons, 
toys, stickers, whiffle bats and 
balls, crayons and coloring books. 

A local dentist donated 250 tooth-
brushes. Monetary donations paid 
the airline baggage charges.”

8

Left column from top:
St. Hubert High School students show 
dresses sewn for the Haitian children.

Villa Resident, Sister St. Herman D’Uva, 
sews a dress to be donated.

Haitian student shows off her new nail 
polish and bracelet.

Right column from top: 
Villa Maria Joseph Academy students 
show bracelets they made and donated.

Jameson Hall and McKenzie Kramer, 
Community Outreach at Citizens Bank 
Park, present donated logoed clothing to 
Sharon White SSJ.

A Haitian girl is thrilled with her new 
dress.

Pictured bottom: Haitian boys show off 
Phillies shirts and bracelets.

Photo: Carole Pollock SSJPhoto: Carole Pollock SSJ

Photo: Carole Pollock SSJ

Photo: Carole Pollock SSJ
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Sister Kathleen Coll SSJ Is at the Forefront of the 
Church’s Anti-Human Trafficking Efforts

Women Religious have been the vanguard of anti-human 
trafficking efforts for decades. Sister Kathleen Coll SSJ is a 
leader in the Catholic Church’s anti-trafficking movement. She 
recently returned from the Talitha Kum Second Internation-
al Coordination meeting in Rome. As a Steering Committee 
Member of the U.S. Catholic Sisters Against Human Traffick-
ing (USCSAHT), Sister Kathleen represented the United States 
where she joined 40 leaders in the Church’s international 
network. The member organizations of Talitha Kum are pri-
marily engaged in the prevention and protection for victims, 
in cooperation with several governmental, non-governmental 
and church organizations.

During the first three days, participants shared experiences. 
“This included the reality of trafficking in persons, the path 
taken by the local networks, the activities and organization 
of the network. At the international level, we examined the 
strengths and weaknesses of the global network,” said Sister 
Kathleen. “This confirmed trafficking in persons is a growing 
phenomenon throughout all continents. Although this traffick-
ing occurs in all countries where the Talitha Kum networks 
are present, it was pointed out that countries, marked by the 
absence of employment opportunities, poverty, political insta-
bility and insecurity, are the main places of origin of victims 
of both internal and international trafficking. Labor trafficking 
was of grave concern, especially in the report from Southeast 
Asia.” 

Sister Kathleen Coll SSJ represented 
the U.S. Women Religious in Rome, 
Italy, at an international meeting of 
Consecrated Religious leaders 
working on anti-human trafficking.  

Photo courtesy Kathleen Coll SSJ

It is 2016, in spite of the advancements of 
modern society, in spite of the evolution of 
humankind — human beings are being bought 
and sold like commodities. It’s called human 
trafficking, and it’s happening in every state 
across the country. It isn’t fiction as depicted in 
movies and novels. It is real, and it exists in our 
communities, in cities and suburbs, on farms and 
in factories. 

Today’s technology has further expanded the 
reach of traffickers as people, including young 
children, become prey on social media sites. 
According to the United States Department of 
Justice, 83 percent of trafficking victims in the 
U.S. are American, and almost 50 percent are 
children. Some estimate that human trafficking 
is the fastest growing and third largest organized 
criminal activity in the world, just behind the 
drug and arms trades. Traffickers are making 
billions of dollars by trapping people through 
manipulation, fraud, violence, deception or 
debt bondage forcing victims to engage in 
the commercial sex trade or forced labor. 
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Over the following three days, 
the meeting continued in Vati-
can City at the Casina Pio IV, the 
Pontifical Academy of Sciences. 
Experts presented up-to-date in-
formation on the complexities of 
migration routes and the effects 
of the current economic situa-
tion. The dialogue took place 
among partner organizations of 
the Vatican and presentations 
increased mutual understanding 
between Talitha Kum and some 
of the organizations linked to the 
Catholic Church that engaged 
internationally in working against 
human trafficking. “At the same 
time, there was a conference 
underway for the end of the Year 
of Consecrated Life,” said Sister 
Kathleen. “We did workshops for 
the people attending that con-
ference.” She participated in the 
workshop addressing the issue 
she knows first-hand — work-
ing to restore survivors through 
a trauma-oriented safe house.  
“Meeting so many sisters from 
different areas of our world, all 
working to end trafficking, was a 
rewarding and incredible expe-
rience for me. To realize USC-
SAHT is part of a global effort to 
eradicate human trafficking was 
amazing. I am very grateful to 
have had the experience.” 

Sister Kathleen’s final day in 
Rome included an invitation to 
Mass at Saint Peter’s Basilica 
to mark the conclusion of the 
Year of Consecrated Life. 
“It was surreal,” said Sister 
Kathleen. “I thought, ‘here I am, a 
Swampoodle from Philadelphia in 
Vatican City, at the Basilica with 
the Pope celebrating Mass. 
I would never have imagined 
that!’ ”   

Fighting Human Tafficking 
in the United States

Sister Kathleen has spent the 
past 19 years working to elimi-
nate human trafficking, to edu-
cate others on the epidemic and 
to provide services to victims 
that allow them to recapture 
their dignity and life. She be-
lieves that the concept of social 
justice was instilled in her at a 
very young age. “My mother was 
very conscious of prejudice and 
the dignity of the person,” said 
Sister Kathleen. A former teacher 
in inner-city schools, Sister Kath-
leen believes, “You cannot teach 
there and not know the injustice 
happening all around you. That 
really awakened me to it. I was 
in Washington, D.C., during the 
riots and I couldn’t figure them 
out. I remember talking with 
parishioners about it, trying to 
listen to what they were saying. 
That made me wake up and real-
ize that even though I had been 
working in the African-American 
community, I hadn’t seen a lot. It 
was a real eye-opener.” 

In 1997, she ministered as Social 
Justice Coordinator for the Con-
gregation. “I did the shareholder 
advocacy and one of the two 
big issues for me was the envi-
ronment — climate change and 
human rights, particularly human 
trafficking. I did a lot of work with 
companies on these matters.”  

In 2006, Sister Kathleen joined 
forces with four women: Mary 
DeFusco, a veteran public de-
fender; Marrisa Boyer Bluestine, 
at the time a public defender; 
Sister Teresita Hinnegan MMS; 
and Sister Terry Shields MSHR 
to create Dawn’s Place, a 
residential, 501© 3 non-profit 
organization in Philadelphia. 
(For an in-depth look at Dawn’s 
Place, see One With Summer 

2013 edition article “It’s Always 
Darkest Before Dawn’s Place,” at 
http://ssjphila.org/new/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2016/03/Dawns-
Place-series.pdf.) Dawn’s Place 
helps foreign-born and American 
women who have been victim-
ized by Commercial Sexual 
Exploitation, commonly referred 
to as “sex trafficking” or slavery.

Sister Kathleen served on the 
Board of Directors at Dawn’s 
Place and in January 2016 
accepted the position of 
Executive Director. Before 
Dawn’s Place and before meet-
ing Mary DeFusco, “I knew 
some things and had made 
some connections among wom-
en who have been prostituted 
and the victims of trafficking by 
pimps. That was always kind of 
up here,” she said, while point-
ing to her head. Pointing to her 
heart, she added,“now, it’s here.” 

Kathleen Coll SSJ
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“Cardinal Joao Braz 
de Aviz told us that 
when he travelled to 
Madagascar two years 
ago, he was shocked 
by the blatant cap-
turing and selling of 
people. He spoke to 
us as someone who 
really appreciated 
what we were do-
ing. He affirmed our 
committment and was 
aware of the obstacles 
we are up against.”

 — Kathleen Coll SSJ

Talitha Kum, an international network of Consecrated Life 
against trafficking in persons, facilitates collaboration and 
the interchange of information between consecrated men 
and women in 70 countries of the five continents.

Talita Kum is an expression that is found in the Gospel 
of Mark (5, 41). The words, translated from the Arama-
ic mean “Maiden, I say to you, arise.” These words are 
addressed by Jesus to the 12-year-old daughter of Jairus, 
who lay apparently lifeless. After uttering these words, 
Jesus took her by the hand and she immediately got up 
and walked.

The worldwide network of consecrated life committed 
against trafficking of people chose the expression 
“Talitha Kum” to define their identity.

Since 2009, Talitha Kum has strengthened existing 
activities against trafficking by members. It is a project 
of the International Union of Superiors General, 
in collaboration with the Union of Superior Generals.

U.S. Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking is a 
collaborative, faith-based national network that offers 
education, supports access to survivor services, and 
engages in advocacy in an effort to eradicate modern-day 
slavery. The organization’s structure currently consists of 
a Core Group, Steering Committee and several working 
groups. 

Learn more at: www.sistersagainsttrafficking.org

“Whenever I give a talk, I talk about 
women who have been prostituted 
and really emphasize that language 
because when women have been 
prostituted, it is something that has 
been done to them — it’s not who 
they are. And, sometimes, when we 
use the word prostitute we think of 
slut and all those horrible words. But, 
when you think of it as women who 
have been prostituted, the sense of 
them as victims becomes stronger, I 
think.”

For these women, recovery is a strug-
gle. “We have had good women who 
have left as a success and then fell 
and are coming back for aftercare,” 
said Sister Kathleen. “Sometimes it’s 
drugs and other times it is prostitution, 
because they are trying to get mon-
ey and then, they get picked up by a 
pimp. It’s frustrating for them because 
they try so hard. We are working to put 
things in place to help them.” 
In fact, Dawn’s Place recently 
purchased a second home to be used 
as transitional housing for up to four 
women needing extra time to save 
enough money to be successful in 
their recovery. “Women try to get a 
job; but they can’t because they have 
a record. Or if they can, they can 
only get part-time work. They try to 
keep an apartment and some of them 
attempt to get their children back. As 
soon as they get out of the program, 
they want all of this at the same time. 
And all of a sudden they fall back.”

Dawn’s Place is currently funded by 
numerous congregations of women 
religious and through grants. Sister 
Kathleen is hoping to find an experi-
enced grant writer to help ensure ade-
quate funding for the two houses and 
for her next project. “Another dream 
I have,” said Sister Kathleen, “is that 
we will get another house to be used 
more or less as a shelter. Here, women 
could come in off the street, wash their 
clothes and get a meal. Then, maybe 
we will see if they are able to get into a 
program somewhere.”

Kathleen Coll SSJ with Cardinal Joao Braz de Aviz, Prefect of the 
Congregation for Consecrated Life. Photo courtesy of Kathleen Coll SSJ.

Learn more at: 
www.talithakum.
info



Kathleen Coll SSJ with Cardinal Joao Braz de Aviz, Prefect of the 
Congregation for Consecrated Life. Photo courtesy of Kathleen Coll SSJ.
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Sister Lawrence Elizabeth Sandoli SSJ

Every morning before she 
descends the steps to her 
classroom, Sister Lawrence 
Elizabeth Sandoli SSJ prays: 
“Loving and compassionate God, 
we thank you for the gift of your 
Son, Jesus. During his life, Jesus 
with Mary and Joseph, had to 
flee from his country to a foreign 
land. Today, we pray for all immi-
grants who, like the Holy Family, 
must flee from their homelands. 
We pray that they may be safe 
and welcomed, and may we al-
ways be conscious of the words 
of Jesus, ‘I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me’ Amen.”

Sister Lawrence, as her students 
call her, has served in the min-
istry of education for over 55 
years. In 2010, she was com-
pleting her twentieth year as 
principal of Stella Maris Catholic 

School in South Philadelphia. 
Because the school was closing 
that June, the Sisters of Saint Jo-
seph leadership team wondered 
if there might be a need for ESL 
(English as a Second Language) 
at that location because of the 
changing face of the area. With 
her usual enthusiasm and energy, 
Sister Lawrence was very much 
interested in this possibility and 
ready for the challenge. “We had 
a number of Asian children in 
the lower grades. Whenever we 
would have parent conferences 
or Home and School Meetings, 
those parents did not come. Of-
ten, if the children had a school 
project, it wasn’t done correctly 
or very well, because the parents 
could not help the children ade-
quately. So, we took a survey to 
gather more information to help 
us decide if ESL would be bene-

ficial to offer. We sent out letters, 
contacted parents of the children 
in the neighboring schools and 
advertised in the Church bulletin. 
The response was very good. In 
September, 2010, we opened our 
doors, and the program has just 
blossomed.” 

The purpose of the ESL Program 
is basic: To continue to reach 
out to immigrants who wish to 
learn the English language and 
culture. The program is designed 
to touch on all aspects of life: 
family, job skills, health, financial 
assistance, foods, major events 
in the history of our country and 
holidays. Also, the preparation 
of immigrants for citizenship, a 
real need and one many students 
wish to pursue. 

Helps Immigrants Assimilate to Life in America
By Sister Carole Pollock SSJ

Natalie Trinh Ngvyen and Lawrence Elizabeth Sandoli SSJ.

Photos:  Carole Pollock SSJ
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The classes have grown over the years 
with advertisement and word of mouth. 
To date, approximately 65 people have 
successfully participated in the program 
and eight have become United States 
citizens. The classes are held in the 
Stella Maris Convent basement, which 
Sister Lawrence has lovingly and cre-
atively set up and decorated. One side 
of the room is lined with bookcases con-
taining objects from the native countries 
of the participants. Materials used in 
the program include books, whiteboard, 
blackboard, PCs, laptops and Rosetta 
Stone. The program runs from Septem-
ber through June, with morning classes 
Monday to Friday. There is also a night 
class Tuesdays and Thursdays from 6:30 
to 8:00 PM. Her students are Vietnam-
ese, Chinese, Italian, Egyptian, Spanish, 
Algerian and Indonesian!

The curriculum used is comprehensive: 
concepts, grammar skills, communi-
ty connections and job skills. To learn 
the language is one thing, but, to give 
people the information they need re-
garding health care and citizenship is 
critical. Most of the students who attend 
have had some grammar classes in their 
homeland. But, conversing in another 
language is a much more difficult under-
taking. 

At present, there is no source of funding, 
except for the registration fee of $25. 
The Fund for the Materially Poor of the 
Sisters of Saint Joseph has provided 
grant money. The Philadelphia Activities 
Grant has been very helpful with com-
puter maintenance and supplies. Sister 
Lawrence is presently writing a grant 
proposal for more financial assistance.

Sister Lawrence is meeting with Natalie 
Trinh Ngvyen today and she shares 
her story: “Natalie was one of our first 
students and she spoke very little En-
glish. She is from Vietnam and her little 
girl was in Pre-K at the time. The family 
came to school for meetings or confer-
ences, but her husband would do all the 
talking.” When Natalie received the letter 
about the ESL classes she feared they 
would be too expensive for her. Natalie 

Page 13, Pictured : Lawrence Elizabeth Sandoli SSJ works with Main Main in 
the classroom and in the car. 

Page 14, Pictured: Lawrence Elizabeth Sandoli SSJ in her classroom located in 
the Stella Maris Convent basement .

Photos:  Carole Pollock SSJ



shared, “I prayed to Mother Mary 
because I don’t have enough 
money. Then I met Sister Law-
rence and she told me the class-
es were free! God put her in my 
life. I feel blessed and very hap-
py. I learned how to say, ‘Hello,’ 
to people and be friendly from 
watching Sister Lawrence talk 
with people in the store or when 
she walks around the neighbor-
hood. I have more confidence –– 
now I can speak for myself!”

Later, Sister Lawrence works with 
Main Main, (pronounced Meeyan 
Meeyan), a young woman from 
China. She works as a waitress 
and has brought a menu with 
her to go over some words and 
concepts. Main Main explains 
that some of the customers 
who come into the restaurant 
ask her to describe the dishes 
and often this is difficult for her. 
Sister Lawrence patiently and 

carefully listens as Main Main 
practices refining the description 
until she feels more comfortable 
presenting this to a customer. 
Then, Sister Lawrence and Main 
Main practice as customer and 
waitress. This is the one-on-
one practical approach Sister 
Lawrence utilizes with all of her 
students. You can see Main 
Main ‘light up’ as she grasps the 
meaning and correct pronunci-
ation of words like, sauté, fried, 
broiled and baked, including the 
spelling of these new and unfa-
miliar words. Main Main is, also, 
preparing to take her driver’s 
test. Sister Lawrence and Main 
Main will move out to the parking 
lot and actually get into the car 
for the next part of the lesson…
that’s practical!

Sister Lawrence provides so 
much more than information for 
her students. This is evident from 

the attention she gives to the 
individual needs of each person 
to the colorful table in her class-
room which she has decorated, 
and on which she has placed lit-
tle Easter gifts for each student. 
It is also evident that she is thor-
oughly and delightedly invested 
in this, her latest, educational 
endeavor. Sister Lawrence would 
say it this way, “Through it all, 
we have a lot of fun! I love this 
Program! It is just wonderful. Can 
you tell?” Yes, Sister Lawrence, 
we can tell!

14
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Pictured top left: ESL tutors A. Claire Lesher SSJ 
and Catherine McConnell SSJ 

Top right:  ESL student Aida Abuosba and 
A. Claire Lesher SSJ

Bottom left: Ivanna Le age 7 (back) and Briana Le 
age 5 (front ) daughters of ESL student Lam Le 
whom Lawrence Elizabeth Sandoli SSJ tutors.  
Photo courtesy of Lam Le.

Photos:  Carole Pollock SSJ
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At Saint Joseph Villa, Sisters Celebrate 50, 60, 70 and 75 Years

Jubilee!
By Sister Carole Pollock SSJ

A spirit of joy and thanksgiving filled the Chapel at 
Saint Joseph Villa on Saturday, April 2, 2016, as 15 
Sisters of Saint Joseph celebrated Jubilee Day.

Congregational President, Sister Anne Myers 
SSJ, welcomed sisters, family and friends. “How 
beautiful that we celebrate our Jubilarians with-
in this Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy. Pope 
Francis said, ‘Let us be renewed by God’s mercy, 
let us be loved by Jesus … let us enable the power 
of his love to transform our lives, too; and let us 
become agents of this mercy.’

Today we rejoice that our Sister Jubilarians have 
been renewed personally by the mercy of God. 
They have opened themselves to be loved by 
Jesus over a lifetime and enabled the power of 
His love to transform their consecrated lives.”

Following the Eucharistic Celebration the 
Jubilarians and their families and friends moved 
to the dining room and continued the celebration 
with a delicious meal. 

Pictured standing: from left, Anne Myers SSJ, Maureen Erdlen SSJ, Eileen Marnien SSJ and Teresa Shaw SSJ.
Seated: from left, Margaret Burns SSJ, St. Gervase Glackin SSJ, Jane Day SSJ, Ruth Eisenhauer SSJ, Anne McVeigh SSJ and 
Maria Teresa Griffin SSJ

70 
Years
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We offer our gratitude, 
congratulations and 
prayers to each of our 
Jubilarians, for their 
lives of faithful service 
to God and the dear 
neighbor.

Pictured top: standing, from left, Anne Myers SSJ, Teresa Shaw SSJ, 
Eileen Marnien SSJ and Maureen Erdlen SSJ. 
Seated: from left, Leona Tucker SSJ and Rose Albertine Weaver SSJ.

75 
Years
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Pictured top: standing, from left, Anne Myers SSJ, 
Teresa Shaw SSJ, Eileen Marnien SSJ and Maureen 
Erdlen SSJ. 
Seated from left: Anna May O’Neill SSJ, Marie Rudegeair 
SSJ, Estelle Marker SSJ, Gertrude Melus SSJ and 
Anna Mary O’Mara SSJ.

Pictured left: from left, Anne Myers SSJ, 
Eileen Marnien SSJ, Grace Christi Costello SSJ, 
Maureen Erdlen SSJ and Teresa Shaw SSJ.

Photos by Carole Pollock SSJ

60 
Years

50 
Years



 Saint Joseph

Villa

Update
by Dorothy Apprich SSJ
Executive Director, Saint Joseph Villa

March 16, 2016 marked the 
completion of the first year of 
the construction phase of the 
Renewal and Revitalization 
Project at Saint Joseph Villa. 
Looking back over these 12 
months, we can claim some 
major accomplishments that 
move us closer to our goal of 
renovating our building and 
totally transforming the look and 
feel of the Villa. Some of these 
projects are visible to the eye 
while others are in areas that are 
hidden from sight, but important 
to the overall life of the Villa.  

No matter how well built an orig-
inal structure is, a building that is 
almost 50 years old will eventually 
need repairs and/or replacement 
of its infrastructure.  

A few years ago, we replaced 
the entire roof of the building and 
installed a new state-of-the-art, 
environmentally friendly under-
ground oil tank. In June 2014, we 
installed a new heating, ventilation 
and air conditioning system in the 
kitchen. During this past year of 
construction, we have replaced 
our boiler and chiller system with 
one that meets the new stan-
dards for energy efficiency. In 
each phase of construction in 
the resident living areas, we have 
upgraded and/or replaced our 
mechanical, electrical and plumb-
ing fixtures as needed. We have 
installed new heating systems 
in the bedrooms including an 
individual thermostat to regulate 
temperature. New LED lighting 
fixtures have been installed along 
with a dimmer switch to create 
just the right level of lighting 
needed by each resident. The 
choice of all new materials and 
equipment is based on current 
best practice standards for envi-

Renewal and 
Revitalization 
Project

ronmental protection and energy 
efficiency.

A second component of our reno-
vation project focuses on changing 
the traditional institutional look 
and feel of our building to a more 
home-like community-based 
model that will support the holistic 
needs of our residents. Renovation 
of resident bedrooms added a full 
bathroom between two adjoining 
bedrooms. We expect that half of 
all the bedrooms and bathrooms in 
the whole house will be completed 
by the end of June of 2016. 

Milestone accomplishments in 
public areas include the com-
pletion of our new Rehabilitation 
Department on the basement 
level. This area is spacious and 
bright. Features include a gym 
for physical therapy, private areas 
for providing special therapeutic 
modalities, and an area to be used 
by occupational therapy, including 
a kitchen and bathing suite, aimed 
at enhancing one’s ability to ac-
complish activities of daily life, thus 
ensuring a successful transition to 
home. 
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The Villa’s new Physical Therapy 
Center is almost complete.

Photo: Carole Pollock SSJ
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Sister Mary Xavier Kirby
January 26, 2016
 

Sister Margaret M. Donohoe
(formerly Sister Margaret Eugene) 
February 5, 2016

Sister Regina Joseph Doyle
March 4, 2016

Sister Eileen Mortimer
(formerly Sister Catherine José ) 
March 15, 2016

Sister Anna Marie Mack
(formerly Sister Saint Paul) 
March 28, 2016

Sister Thomasina Farley
January 16, 2016
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In  Memoriam
We remember with love each of these women, our sisters and friends, who 
died recently. We celebrate their lives and the example they offered to the 
Sisters of Saint Joseph, their families, their friends, the Church and the world. 
These women embraced the call to “Let your life be a continuous act of love.” 
(Maxims of the Little Institute)
 
They lived lives of faithfulness and commitment while they were with us, and 
we depend upon them now to continue to pray on our behalf. May they rest in 
the arms of the loving God they so faithfully served!

Our new Gift Shop, located in the first floor 
lobby across from the doors to the patio, 
is much more visible and accessible to our 
residents and visitors. The store front glass 
window allows natural light to spill into the 
gift shop and invites window browsing and 
shopping by all who pass by. A floral refrig-
erator makes it easier to create and store 
floral arrangements for all occasions. 

We realized from the beginning that ren-
ovating a fully occupied building would 
be challenging. Living through the con-
struction on a day-to-day basis is often 
very difficult for our residents and staff. In 
another year, we will be counting the days 
to completion! 

The Villa’s new Gift Shop is taking shape.

Photo: Carole Pollock SSJ



The Sisters of Saint Joseph continue to devote their consecrated lives, tirelessly and unself-
ishly, by serving God and neighbor. It is a privilege to be a member of the Heritage Circle, 
formed to provide ongoing financial support for their work, so that their legacy will be 
carried on throughout the years.

I have been the recipient of the Sisters’ good works through their ministry of teaching in 
both grade school and in high school and have received from them spiritual guidance 
countless times throughout my life.

Being a member of the Heritage Circle enables me to continue to honor the memory of my 
beloved great aunt, Sister Joseph Veronica Burke SSJ, and the countless other sisters who 
have gone before us. I am proud to support the Sisters’ vibrant good works and ministries 
in our world today.

            — Eileen Newcomb

The story of why I give is a 41-year story that began in 1975 and continues through to 
the present day. From those tentative first days in grade school to graduation eight years 
later, I witnessed patience, grace, devotion to vocation and education. I witnessed the 
Sisters’ warm embrace as my own sister joined her Congregational family as a Sister of 
Saint Joseph. As I furthered my studies, I appreciated even more the solid educational 
foundation the SSJs provided in those formative years. As I grew into adulthood, in my 20s 
and 30s, and as many Sisters transitioned into roles beyond the classroom, I realized how 
much more deeply they served the communities in which they lived. From parish outreach 
and religious education—to the SSJ Welcome Center offering vital assistance to those 
seeking the American dream—to those Sisters working in Cambodia, Nicaragua, Peru or 
right here, in what is ever increasingly in our own backyards, by helping people who are 
victims of workplace tragedies—Sisters prove they are always ready for any good work.
 
In these 41 years, I have seen this Congregation of strong, faith-filled women adapt and 

change because to do that is to survive. And to do that is an ongoing process that I was fortunate to experience 
firsthand during my tenure as a member of the Sisters of Saint Joseph Development Advisory Board. I was also 
able to see the amazing and enthusiastic support the Congregation enjoys from the community and from so many 
people they taught all those years ago in the classrooms. Now that many of those Sisters are moving into 
a different phase of their vocation at Saint Joseph Villa, I am happy to give of my time, talent and treasure in what-
ever way, no matter the size, so that the Sisters can continue to “live and work so that all people may be 
united with God and with one another.” And, that is why I belong to the Heritage Circle.

            — John Zakreski 

Planned Giving

You may ask, “What can I do to ensure that the mission and apostolic works of the Sisters continue for 
years to come?” The answer may be to join the Heritage Circle by naming the Sisters of Saint Joseph 
in your will. In this way, your gift will pass to the Sisters after your lifetime and after you have provided for 
your loved ones. Many people find that they are able to make a much larger gift to the Sisters by making 
a bequest provision in their will.

The Heritage Circle consists of more than 100 people who are part of this special circle of friends, and that 
number is growing every year. Heritage Circle members Eileen Newcomb and John Zakreski share with us 
why they joined...

By Sister Kathleen Pales SSJ
Director of Development
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Bequests
Remembering the sisters in your will is one of the eas-
iest planned gifts you can make. You can specifically 
provide for family and friends first, then leave a percent-
age or specific amount to the Sisters of Saint Joseph. 

Please notify us if or when you choose to include the 
Congregation in your will so we may recognize you as a 
member of the Heritage Circle.

Life Insurance Policies
Life insurance may be appropriate for some benefac-
tors who have an existing policy they no longer need, or 
where the benefactor wishes to purchase a new policy 
with the Congregation of the Sisters of Saint Joseph 
named as the irrevocable beneficiary.

Retirement Plan Gifts 
Assets accumulated in a retirement plan, such as an 
IRA, can be a source of funding for a charitable gift by 
naming the Sisters of Saint Joseph as a beneficiary or 
contingent beneficiary of such plans. Tax benefits are 
based on IRS regulations at the time of the designation.

Whatever Type of Gift You Plan to Make, 
it is Important...
... to use the legal title of the Congregation: 

Heritage Circle members receive a daily 
remembrance in the prayers of the Sisters of 
Saint Joseph, a listing by name in our Annual 
Report of Giving (with donor permission), and 
a Certificate of Appreciation honoring your 
participation in the program.

If you are interested in learning more about 
the Heritage Circle, simply complete the form 
and return it to us. 

 

I would 
like to learn 

more about the 
Heritage Circle. 

It is best to contact me by: (check one)

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

I have already remembered the Sisters of 
Saint Joseph in my Will. Please contact me so 
that I may become a member of the Heritage 
Circle.

I am interested in becoming a member of the 
Heritage Circle.

Email

Mail

Phone (day/evening)

Convent of the Sisters of Saint Joseph, 
Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia

 

Please Return To:

Sisters of Saint Joseph
Development Office

Mount Saint Joseph Convent
9701 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19118-2694 



Mount Saint Joseph Convent
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Philadelphia, PA 19118-2694
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Swing

Flatbush Golf Course
Littlestown, PA

South Jersey 
Golf Tournament 

12th Annual

Mays Landing Country Club

Women’s Wellness Weekend2016

Women’s Wellness Weekend

South Jersey Golf Tournament 
May 9, 2016 • 8:30 AM Tee Off
Mays Landing, New Jersey
The 12th Annual South Jersey Golf 
Tournament will take place at the  
Mays Landing Golf and Country Club. 
Sponsorship opportunities are available 
starting at $200 Hole Sponsor. Price per 
golfer is $125 or $500 per foursome. 

Swing for the Sisters
Golf Tournament 
September 17, 2016 • 8:30 AM Tee Off
Littlestown, Pennsylvania
The 9th Annual Swing for the Sisters Golf 
Tournament will take place at Flatbush 
Golf Course. Sponsorship opportunities are 
available. For more information visit 
http://ssjphila.org/new/support-our-mission-2/events

Women’s Wellness Weekend
June 3-5 or September 9-11, 2016
Saint Mary by-the-Sea Retreat House
Cape May, New Jersey
Early Bird price of $375 must be paid in 
full by May 12th for the June weekend 
and June 30th for the September weekend. 
After that date the price will increase to 
$395. A non-refundable deposit of $75 
reserves your spot. 

for the Sisters
9th Annual Golf Tournament

EVENTS
Join us for one or more of these upcoming events!
Your support makes it possible for our sisters to
continue their good works.




