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Welcome to this edition of 
One With.

As we begin this New Year, 
I am reminded of a quote 
from our SSJ Constitutions 
(#226), “each day we make 
a new beginning in this Little 
Institute as we move among 
the people in gentleness, 
zeal and joy, with our hearts 
burning within us.” God 
invites each of us to make a 
new beginning. In this year 
proclaimed by Pope Francis 
as an extraordinary Jubilee 
Year of Mercy, he invites us 
to become “living signs of 

love.” As Sisters of Saint Joseph, Associates and those who partner 
with us in mission, we strive to become “living signs of love” as
we live our mission of unity, reaching out to others in a spirit of 
gentleness, zeal and joy. 

In this edition, you will learn of the many ways that sisters, 
associates and partners in mission, of various ages, live our mission 
of unity, uniting people with God and one another, becoming “living 
signs of love” to others.

Our Sisters in Newark warmly reach out to their students and 
parishioners; one “retired” sister joyfully offers herself in volunteer 
ministries to children of all ages. A sister-theologian touches the 
minds and hearts of college students and a far-reaching public 
through her prolific writings.

Young adults are also drawn to live our mission of unity through 
Saint Joseph Worker Volunteer Program. We are excited about this 
collaboration with other congregations of Sisters of Saint Joseph.

As our sisters at Saint Joseph Villa begin this New Year in 
gentleness, zeal and joy, they are faithful living signs of love. 
As you know, our retirement home has been under renovation 
and we are happy to share an update about the progress thus far. 

Our many associates embody our mission and charism in their daily 
lives, as you will see in a touching story of the difference that one 
associate has made in the lives of people in the United States and 
India.

We also remember prayerfully our recently deceased sisters, whose 
legacy of gentleness, zeal and joy has richly blessed us. 

We are so thankful to you, our faithful benefactors, for your great 
generosity in supporting our mission. You are “living signs of love” 
to us, to your families and to so many people. Thank you for 
enabling our mission to thrive. As we all make a new beginning in 
this year of 2016, may God bless you with much joy and peace.  

With prayerful gratitude, 

Sister Anne Myers SSJ
Congregational President
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Sister Linda Klaiss SSJ
As Pastoral Associate for 30 
years, Sister Linda has worn 
many hats. She manages 
Faith Formation, Sacramental 
Preparation, Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults (RCIA), as 
well as the Religious Education 
Program for St. Mary School. 
She also coordinates the Pierre 
Toussaint Food Pantry, which 
serves 180 families in need.

Newark is New Jersey’s larg-
est city and the state’s second 
most racially diverse city. Many 
of the neighborhoods experi-

ence high crime rates. “Par-
ents, looking for a safe environ-
ment where their children are 
nurtured and protected, send 
them to St. Mary School,” said 
Sister Linda. “Our students 
are cared for and instilled with 
Christian values. Each year, 
I meet with parents whose 
children are new to the school. 
I ask them why they chose St. 
Mary. Then, I tell them our his-
tory, what their child will expe-
rience here—it is the Catholic 
faith—this is who we are, and 
this is what we teach. We are 
welcoming and inclusive. We 

have Muslim students, a Hindu 
family and others of different 
Christian denominations. We 
are respectful and welcoming 
to everyone.”

Attending the 10:30 AM Mass 
each Sunday at St. Mary of the 
Immaculate Conception Church 
in Newark, New Jersey, is a 
true celebration by faith-filled 
parishioners. “We are a won-
derful faith community,” says 
Sister Linda. “I have learned 
so much about how to live my 
faith because of the faith of the 
people with whom I work; their 

Donna Cicalese SSJ
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Living Signs of Love
St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception Church and School — 
Home to the SSJ Mission and West African Immigrant Community

In Newark, New Jersey, the SSJ mission and charism are at the foundation of St. Mary of the Immaculate 
Conception Church and School—the oldest Catholic School in New Jersey. Since our arrival in 1968, SSJs 
have been dedicated to the parish and school. Today, Sisters Ann Marie Gass SSJ, Linda Klaiss SSJ and 
Maureen Walsh SSJ minister there.

Built by German immigrants in 1842, today’s St. Mary is home for 350 households—the majority (98%) are 
West African immigrants. 

Sisters Maureen Walsh SSJ, 
Ann Marie Gass SSJ and 
Linda Klaiss SSJ with 
St. Mary parishioners..
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faith is so real and so deep. 
We are in church for two hours 
on Sunday morning and if it is 
shorter than that, people will 
say, ‘Oh, we didn’t pray 
today.’ ”

“We are the center for the 
African community in the 
Archdiocese of Newark,” said 
Sister Linda. People describe 
St. Mary as the mother church 
of the African community be-
cause so many African immi-
grants come to St. Mary. “It 
is always new here—it is 
life-giving. I feel as if I am living 
the Acts of the Apostles, when 
they are trying to figure out how 
to be Church.”

To help better understand 
parishioners, Sister Linda 
and Sister Teresa Shaw SSJ 
(28-year ministry at St. Mary 
School as teacher and principal 
who now serves on the SSJ 
leadership team) received a 
grant to travel to Nigeria. The 
pair visited many of the places 
where parishioners had lived 
and even met family members. 
One women’s group gifted the 
sisters with a piece of pat-
terned fabric worn as a wrap-
per in that village. “That was so 
humbling,” said Sister Linda. 
“To be recognized as someone 
who cares for their children 
was overwhelming. The wom-
en said to us, ‘Our children go 

to America, and we know that 
they are taken care of because 
you are with them. You look out 
for them.’ ”

As a student in Xavier Universi-
ty’s Masters Program in Afri-
can-American Theology, Sister 
Linda was taught by Thea 
Bowman. “Thea used to say, 
‘If you are in a culture that you 
don’t know, grab onto some-
one and let them bring you in 
and lead you.’ I feel as if that 
is what the people have done 
for each of us. As open as you 
are to them, that’s how much 
they embrace you and bring 
you into their community. They 
love the role we play in church 
and in their lives. It is a unique 
place of life and ministry.”

Sister Maureen Walsh SSJ
After teaching for some years 
in the Philadelphia area and 
serving three years as an Area 
Delegate for the Congregation, 

Sister Maureen wanted to re-
turn to teaching, particularly in 
an inner-city school. She found 
that opportunity—teaching 
eighth grade at St. Mary. For 23 
years Sister Maureen has been 
happy with her choice. 

At Chapter 2014, the Congre-
gation approved the Generous 
Promise that affirms our com-
mitment to the poor, margin-
alized and vulnerable. Sister 
Maureen believes her ministry 
at St. Mary fulfills the Generous 
Promise. “God put me here. 
No thanks to me, I have this 
opportunity to be in the middle 
of an urban area to do what 
God wants me to do—to teach. 
I don’t have to go anywhere 
else and look for a way to live 
that promise; we do it here 
every day.

“We teach Catholic theology, 
but that theology has to be 
lived and put to work. We do 
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Pictured left is Tasha Walker 
for whom the Tasha Club 
was created.

Pictured bottom: The Eighth 
grade class with Maureen 
Walsh SSJ show canned 
goods brought in for a 
Tasha Club food drive.

Pictured opposite page: 
Ann Marie Gass SSJ and 
first grade class
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that as we try to move the 
children, as much as possible, 
especially regarding the cares 
of the world.” On the local 
level, her students take food to 
the food pantry. On the global 
level, they recently collected 
$400 for Syrian Refugees. “It 
was for something outside 
themselves. Many of these stu-
dents don’t have much. Every 
year as part of the Tasha Club 
activity, money is raised for 
global causes such as Doctors 
Without Borders, Maryknoll 
Ministries or Catholic Relief 
Services. We feel that commu-
nity service is so important.” 
The Tasha Club was formed in 
memory of a former classmate 
born with AIDS, who, before 
her death in the sixth grade, 
asked her peers to do good for 
others.

“Being here is a true privilege,” 
said Sister Maureen. “The 
excitement of the work, our 
wonderful students, the true 
partnerships with teachers and 
staff, and the cultural experi-
ence of the parish—I love it all.” 

Sister Ann Marie Gass SSJ
Sister Ann Marie arrived at St. 
Mary in 2002, after professing 
her First Vows and has hap-
pily been there, teaching first 
grade, ever since. A native of 
Washington, DC, she is com-
fortable in the inner-city and 
prefers living in an area that is 
multi-cultural. “I desire to be 
here,” said Sister Ann Marie. 
“I know that I am called to be 
here. I have a gift for being in 
the inner-city, and this is home.
It feels like an SSJ sponsored 
work. At St. Mary, the mission 
of unity and love for the dear 
neighbor is evident each day. 
Among teachers, students and 
the staff, there is a true sense 
of Jesus’ mission, of the SSJ 
mission and the mission of 
St. Mary School; they are all 
intertwined. At the beginning 
of each school year, faculty 
meetings don’t start with the 
nitty-gritty business. Instead, 
we focus on how we come 
together as a staff, as co-work-
ers. Everybody here imbibes 
the spirit of the SSJs.”

St. Mary students come from 
diverse backgrounds. Every-
day Sister Ann Marie sees the 
difficult struggles that are a 
reality for many parents, single 
mothers and grandparents. 
“The sacrifices, made on behalf 
of our students, inspire me and 
frankly, they take my breath 
away.” For those needing finan-
cial help, generous benefactors 
provide scholarship dollars. 
“The children aren’t going to 
remember the math or read-
ing lessons I teach, but they 
are going to remember how I 
treated them, when they had 
a bad day and how the class 
came together to support one 
another. They will recall how we 
opened our hearts and expand-
ed our minds to know that life’s 
not just about us. Clearly, there 
are children in my classroom 
who would be on the receiving 
end of the food pantry. And, 
they are the same children who 
are bringing in a can or two 
of food to donate to the food 
pantry.” 



Everyone in the St. Mary family—the students 
and their families, the teachers and staff and 
the parishioners touch my heart and soul.” 
She believes that the culture of St. Mary is one 
conscious of the larger picture. “They look out 
there into the broader world, and even though 
they may be one little person or adult, each 
one does have the power—the positive power 
to make a difference in the world. I believe that 
empowerment continues to raise each to his or 
her highest potential.”

Many parishioners from West African 
countries and tribes, each with individual 
languages and traditions, come to St. Mary 
Church. Each fall, during the harvest season, 
one Sunday is dedicated to a particular region 
or tribe. The Liturgy and music at Mass reflect 
that culture. However, every Sunday 10:30 AM 
Mass features the sights and sounds of West 
Africa as traditional dress, and the rhythm 
African drums fill the church. It is here that 
everyone is welcome—stranger and friend 
come together as living signs of love.

Pictured top: St. Mary School Administration from left, 
Brother Patrick Winbush, OSB — Principal, Amber Atkinson — Office Assistant, 
Mary Gwynn — School Nurse and Massiel Ocasio — Administrative Assistant

Pictured bottom: from left, Ann Marie Gass SSJ, Linda Klaiss SSJ 
and Maureen Walsh SSJ

Pictured opposite page at bottom: Pierre Toussaint Food Pantry Volunteers 
gather with Linda Klaiss SSJ to prepare food bags for Thanksgiving
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Parishioner Alice Moore is a 
regular volunteer. Alice says, 
“This gives me a reason to get 
out and come in every day.” 

Alice is a great help to Sister 
Linda. “She will always say, 
‘Let me know what you need,’ 
and she will sit and do my 
paperwork that I don’t have 
time to do,” said Sister Linda. 
“Alice is at 7:30 AM Mass 
every Sunday morning 
and afterward she takes 
Communion to two older 
people.”

6

Pictured top: St. Mary School Administration from left, 
Brother Patrick Winbush, OSB — Principal, Amber Atkinson — Office Assistant, 
Mary Gwynn — School Nurse and Massiel Ocasio — Administrative Assistant

Pictured bottom: from left, Ann Marie Gass SSJ, Linda Klaiss SSJ 
and Maureen Walsh SSJ

Pictured opposite page at bottom: Pierre Toussaint Food Pantry Volunteers 
gather with Linda Klaiss SSJ to prepare food bags for Thanksgiving

Pictured from left: Linda Klaiss 
SSJ and parish volunteer Alice 
Moore

“St. Mary is home to me. I 
grew up there. The people 
changed my life; they made 
my life, and they continue to 
impact me today. I ministered 
there for 28 years. I went there 
believing that I was teaching 
them, that I was ministering to 
them—but it was much more 
the opposite. It was I who was 
taught, who was ministered 
to, and it was I who was 
embraced. St. Mary is a 
wonderful place.”
      
    — Teresa Shaw SSJ

About St. Mary...
Recently, St. Mary had a change 
in status; no longer a Parish 
canonically, all sacraments 
are registered in St. Patrick 
Parish. The Church is now an 
independent church in the 
Archdiocese of Newark. No 
longer an Archdiocesan School, 
St. Mary School is now a private 
Catholic School affiliated with 
St. Benedict’s Preparatory 
School.
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From Appalachia to India...
SSJ Associate Mary Vanderhoof Lives the SSJ Mission

The unmet needs of the poor, 
the vulnerable and the margin-
alized are the focus of the 
Generous Promise adopted 
by the Sisters of Saint Joseph 
during Chapter 2014. For more 
than a decade, SSJ Associate 
in Mission, Mary Vanderhoof, 
has wholeheartedly worked 
toward making lives better 
for people, especially for 
women and children, in the 
United States and the Tamil 
Nadu region of India.

Mary embraces the concept of 
Catholic Social Justice as she 
lives the Gospel values each 
day. In 2004, while serving as a 
volunteer Youth Minister for her 
parish, Our Lady of Sorrows 
— St. Anthony, in Hamilton, 
New Jersey, Mary searched for 
a summer service trip for the 
parish youth. She found that 
trip with the Center for Faith 
Justice (CFJ) in Trenton, New 
Jersey, and its Leader Worx 
Program. The Leader Worx Pro-
gram offers young (college-age) 
adults a summer-long oppor-
tunity to live in community and 
staff week-long service immer-
sion trips for middle and high 
school students. “Leader Worx 
was going to Appalachia, spe-
cifically Dunlow, West Virginia. 
My first trip to Dunlow was a 
phenomenal experience!”  
Impressed with the organi-
zation, Mary soon became 
immersed in the CFJ mission, 
becoming a member of the 
Board of Trustees and head of 
the Development Committee. 
The following summer Mary’s 

brother Mike McDonald and his 
son Brian, volunteered as Crew 
Chiefs (building and painting 
work) on one of the Appala-
chia trips. “My brother came 
back so charged up about 
the experience that had been 
transformative for him.” Mike 
spent significant time speak-
ing with the new elementary 
school principal and learned of 
her desire to add a real library 
to the school. Together Mike 
and Mary raised the money to 
purchase and remodel a dou-
ble wide trailer and filled it with 
bookshelves, books, tables and 
chairs.

Hunger Worx was a Lenten 
Project that CFJ promoted in 
2014 and 2015. “We asked 
people to live for one week on 
the amount of money the av-
erage food recipient gets—
about $4 a day. People 
who pledged to do so 
earned sponsor dollars. 
This effort raised aware-
ness about food insecu-
rity in the United States. 
“It was a very success-
ful program. We were 
shocked by the success. 
Not only was it a great fund-
raiser, but peoples’ reac-
tions to it were really 
strong. It challenged 
people and started 
conversations about 
people and hunger 
in America.”

For six years, Father Eugene 
“Gene” Savarimuth was 
missioned to Our Lady of 
Sorrows — St. Anthony Parish. 
Lonely for his family, Father 
Gene adopted Mary and Ran-
dy, her husband, as his US 
parents. “Father Gene is a 
special, humble man. He is also 
a wonderful homilist. His story 
of life as a Dalit (Untouchable) 
in the Tamil Nadu Region of 
India (southernmost part of 
the Indian Peninsula), inspired 
parishioners to help improve 
life there. With help from Mary, 
Father Gene created a 5013(c) 
non-profit organization called 
St. Joseph’s Trust (he has a 
strong devotion to Saint Jo-
seph) to raise funds.   

Mary Vanderhoof



“I remember the first time 
Father Gene read the Decla-
ration of Independence,” said 
Mary. “He cried because of 
what it said, ‘all men are cre-
ated equal.’ For the first time 
in his life, he believed he had 
value. Father Gene said, ‘I 
didn’t understand that I was 
fully human and equal to other 
people. I was never treated like 
that. I was never taught that in 
India. Deep down in my being, I 
thought and truly believed that 
I was less than equal and 
always viewed myself as low 
caste. I never thought I could 
offer anything to anyone. When 
I came here, and people treat-
ed me with so much respect 
and love, it was such an 
eye-opener.’ I was so touched 
by that.” Inspired by the Decla-
ration of Independence, Father 
Gene became a United States 
citizen. Mary was privileged to 
watch him take the oath.

On June 18, 2014, Father Gene 
returned to his Indian Diocese 
of Kumbakonam and was mis-
sioned to Sacred Heart Church 

located in an extremely impov-
erished village of approximately 
150 families. “Everyone here 
was heartbroken,” said Mary. 

Father Gene arrived at his new 
home to find it barely habitable. 
Parishioners helped raise funds 
for repairs to the rectory. Later, 
funds were raised to construct 
a community center where the 
people could gather and where 
children, usually left alone 
while parents work in the fields, 
could participate in a before 
and after-school program. The 
parish is the center of life for 
the village comprised of 30 per-
cent Catholic, 50 percent Hindu 
and 20 percent Muslim. The 
parish is where they all gather 
to socialize. At night, the men 
sit on the steps of the rectory 
and talk. The women, however, 
have to return home once it is 
dark outside. 

In 2014, Mary asked Father 
Gene what she and Randy 
could give him for Christmas. 
“He said, ‘I don’t want anything 
for me, but the church really 

needs a latrine because there 
is no place for people to go to 
the bathroom.’ We gave him 
enough money for two latrines; 
one for men and one for wom-
en.” The latrines have greatly 
improved the quality of life in 
the village, especially for wom-
en. Homes do not have indoor 
plumbing and women must 
go into the fields in groups, 
twice a day, at dawn and dusk 
to relieve themselves. To go 
other times or alone, places the 
women at risk for rape. “Since 
the latrines,” said Mary, “wom-
en may now stay at church with 
male relatives for Adoration 
on Holy Thursday night. Fa-
ther Gene is currently getting 
estimates for the next project—
installing toilets in homes. Our 
parish is going to try to raise 
the money.”  

Recently, St. Joseph’s Trust 
helped to improve life for 
battered women. Through the 
Trust, Father Gene procured 
30 sewing machines and hired 
an instructor to teach these 
women how to sew clothes 

Photo courtesy of 
Father Eugene Savarimuth
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for their families. When the six-
month-long class ended the 
women were gifted with the 
sewing machines.

In much of India, life is difficult, 
especially for women. Mary 
said, “I am always asking Father 
Gene, ‘What are we doing for the 
women—for the girls?’ ” A former 
chairperson of the parish’s Social 
Justice Committee, she sees 
the needs of women as a justice 
issue.

Sister Rita Woehlcke SSJ, 
Director for the SSJ Associates 
in Mission, is thrilled with what 
Mary and her parish have done 
for the poor and marginalized 
in the United States and India. 
Sister Rita says, “As an Associ-
ate in Mission, Mary lives the SSJ 
mission in her life. The Center 
for Faith Justice, her parish, and 
St. Joseph’s Trust are vehicles 
through which she brings alive 
our mission of unity, and our zeal 
for the good of the dear neighbor, 
especially women and children.” 

Photos courtesy of Mary Vanderhoof 
and Father Eugene Savarimuth

Pictured top: Young volunteers 
construct desks and stock shelves with 
books for Dunlow Elementary School.

Pictured middle left: Father Eugene 
Savarimuth and Mary Vanderhoof.

Pictured middle right: Father Eugene 
becomes a US citizen.

Pictured bottom: Young women and 
children congregate at the Sacred Heart 
Church Community Center.

For more information visit 
www.stjosephstrrust.org
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Congratulations!
Since 1996, Mount St. Joseph 
University has annually awarded 
the St. Elizabeth Seton Medal to 
a female Catholic theologian for 
her outstanding contributions in 
theology to the Church and the 
world. The Mount St. Joseph 
University selection committee 
chose Sister Gloria Schaab SSJ, 
PhD as the theologian to honor 
in 2015. Past recipients of the 
award include Elizabeth Johnson, 
CSJ, Sandra Schneiders, IHM, 
Monika Hellwig, Shawn Cope-
land and Margaret Farley, RSM.

The St. Elizabeth Seton Medal 
is named in honor of St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton, foundress of the 
Sisters of Charity, the congrega-
tion that established Mount St. 
Joseph University in 1920 and 
today continues to sponsor it. 
The University established the 
Seton Medal in 1966 in honor 
of the Mount’s 75th anniversary 
and to recognize women distin-
guished in theology.

Recipients are selected for 
their contributions to an area of 
theology, including scripture, 
systematics, spirituality, minis-
try and historical theology. They 
must possess a doctorate in a 
related field and be distinguished 
by a career in higher education 
for excellence in teaching and/
or making a major contribution to 
scholarship within the field.

Sister Gloria, like Elizabeth 
Seton, is a committed educator. 
She began her professional ac-
ademic career as an elementary 
school teacher in New Jersey, 
later becoming a principal. At 

Barry University in Miami Shores, 
Florida, she serves as Associate 
Professor of Theology, Director of 
Graduate Programs in Theology 
and Ministry and Associate Dean 
of General Education. In addition, 
she teaches undergraduate and 
graduate courses in theology, 

Sister Gloria also mentors Doc-
tor of Ministry students as they 
actively reflect on and develop 
resources for Christian ministry.

Sister Gloria accepted the St. 
Elizabeth Seton Medal on No-
vember 11, 2015 at Mount St. 
Joseph University in Cincinnati, 
Ohio and presented the lecture 
titled “Renewing the Vision: 
Christian Lenses on the Envi-
ronment.” In it, she discusses 
three theological lenses: the 
relational, the sacramental and 
the incarnational. In her lecture, 
Sister Gloria proposes that 
“these lenses have the poten-
tial to renew our environmental 
and ecological vision.”

She explains, “Over the last 50 
years, scholars have leveled 
criticism at the Christian tra-
dition concerning its negative 
impact on the environment and 
on ecology. These critiques 
stem from a presumed dual-
ism between humanity and the 
natural world, a distortion of 
dominion, and an over-empha-
sis on the world to come. Nar-
row focus through these lenses 
has blurred the Christian vision 
of and relationship with the 
environment. This presentation 
contends that there are many 
lenses through which Christians 

Sister Gloria L. Schaab SSJ, PhD 

“The ultimate destiny of the 

universe is the fullness of God. 

… The ultimate purpose of other 

creatures is not to be found in 

us. Rather, all creatures are 

moving forward with us and 

through us towards a common 

point of arrival, which is God.”  

  (Laudato Si’, 83)

10

by Carole Pollock SSJ

2015 Recipient of the St. Elizabeth Seton Medal 
and Author of New Book

Gloria Schaab SSJ



can view the environment which pro-
mote right relationship with the larger 
whole of creation of which humans are 
an integral part. It proposes three alter-
native theological lenses well-grounded 
in the Christian tradition, but frequently 
overlooked in envisioning the environ-
ment: the relational, the sacramental and 
the incarnational. These lenses have the 
potential to renew our vision and to lead 
to a flourishing of creation and its crea-
tures, to the glory of their Creator. Let us 
see, with new eyes, this Earth in which 
all creation has its own significance and 
value, as participant in divine being, 
revelation of divine love, and bearer of 
divine grace for now and for a future yet 
to come.” 

Sister Gloria is delighted and grateful, 
not only to Mount St. Joseph University, 
which selected her for this award, but 
in a very special way to the Sisters of 
Saint Joseph of Philadelphia and her 
colleagues at Barry University who have 
encouraged and supported her in her 
ministry as a theologian.

Sister Gloria Schaab SSJ, PhD 
has a new book forthcoming 
from Anselm Academic Press 
entitled If God is For Us: 
Christian Perspectives on 
God and Suffering, due out 
in February 2016. The guiding 
question is “How do we speak 
rightly about God in the midst 
of suffering?” It is a survey-style 
book that explores various ap-
proaches to this question from 
Scripture, early Christian writers, 
and Catholic and Protestant 
theologians. It also examines 
responses on God and suffering 
from the perspective of women, 
of persons on the margins of 
society in the United States, of 
persons with disabilities and of 
evolutionary science.
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We remember with love each of these women, our sisters and friends, who died 
recently. We celebrate their lives and the example they offered to the Sisters of Saint 
Joseph, their families, their friends, the Church and the world. These women embraced 
the call to “Let your life be a continuous act of love.” (Maxims of the Little Institute)
 
They lived lives of faithfulness and commitment while they were with us, and we 
depend upon them now to continue to pray on our behalf. May they rest in the arms 
of the loving God they so faithfully served!

Sister Helene A. Gardner
(formerly Sister Saint Luke) 
September 22, 2015
 

Sister Loretta Marchetti
(formerly Sister Ann Jerome) 
December 31, 2015
 

Sister Alice Patricia Waters 
January 2, 2016
 

Sister Miriam de Chantal Scott
December 6, 2015

Sister Francis Paula Ford
September 1, 2015
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Coming
February 2016

Gloria Schaab SSJ 
Authors New Book



Introducing St. Joseph Worker, Philadelphia Program

Sister Francis Paula Ford
September 1, 2015
 

Pictured from left: Suzanne Herder CSJ, 
Julie Fertsch SSJ and Regina Bell SSJ.

Photo by Carole Pollock SSJ

In November 2015, the Sisters of 
Saint Joseph of Philadelphia be-
gan phasing out the SSJ Mission 
Corps Program and transitioning 
into a collaborative volunteer 
program with other congrega-
tions of Sisters of Saint Joseph. 
St. Joseph Worker, Philadelphia, 
is the newest addition to the St. 
Joseph Worker (SJW) program 
currently in operation in five lo-
cations: Albany and Brentwood, 
New York; Los Angeles and 
Orange, California; and St. Paul, 
Minnesota.

The program is a full-time, one-
year long service program that 
focuses on the values of Spiri-
tuality, Justice, Community with 
Simplicity, and Leadership. It is 
a perfect opportunity for young 
women, ages 21-30 with a heart 
for social justice. Sister Julie 
Fertsch SSJ has been chosen 
as Director of St. Joseph Work-
er, Philadelphia. “I believe that 
God’s message, our life, and 
mission are worth sharing—es-
pecially with young people. Their 
boundless generosity, their desire 
to be of service and to respond 
fully to God’s call in their lives 
bring tremendous potential,” said 
Sister Julie. She had championed 
the program several years ago as 
she and Sister Michelle Lesher 
SSJ had proposed that the Con-
gregation join the SJW program. 
The Congregation chose to 
initiate its own volunteer program 
SSJ Mission Corps. In 2010, 
Sister Julie joined SSJ Mission 
Corps volunteers for a week-long 
service project in New Orleans, 

Louisiana. “Through the years, 
I have always been connected to 
the SSJ Mission Corps in some 
form or another. When I learned 
of the new direction and read the 
Director of St. Joseph Worker, 
Philadelphia job description, I 
felt compelled to respond. I felt 
the scripture passage from 
Habakkuk 2, ‘Write the vision 
down and wait for it. It has its 
time,’ really come to life.”

Sister Regina Bell SSJ is the 
Council Liaison, who oversees 
the program. “We see many 
advantages to joining with mem-
bers of the US Federation of 
Sisters of St. Joseph who are 
part of the program,” said Sister 
Regina. “When our SSJ Mission 
Corps program began in 2008, 
it was closely based on the 
SJW model, so we anticipate a 
smooth transition.”

Sister Suzanne Herder CSJ, a 
member of the Sisters of Saint 
Joseph of Carondelet, St. Paul 
Province and Director of St. 
Joseph Worker program visited 
Philadelphia to discuss further 
the transition. She met with the 
General Council, Sister Julie and 
the SJW Philadelphia Advisory 
Board to clarify what it means 
to join the program. Limited 
to 14 volunteers per year, “To 
date,” says Sister Suzanne, “122 
women have participated.” Each 
SJW program uses the same 
application and list of ministries. 
“The volunteers interview at the 
site and they make the decision 
about where they want to go. 
They work 36 hours a week.”

12



These young women live the 
charism and mission daily. They live 
in community in a poorer neighbor-
hood, have a ‘sharing of the heart’ 
every Monday, a weekly house 
meeting, a monthly program day 
and participate in several retreats. 
There is free time, and the volun-
teers receive a small stipend of $100 
monthly for miscellaneous expens-
es. “The young women who partici-
pate in SJW are committed to social 
change. They feel grateful for all they 
have received and want to give back 
before the next step in their lives. 
They learn and live out the mission 
of the Sisters of Saint Joseph. For 
some, the SJW experience helps 
them decide upon a career path.”

www.stjosephworkerphila.org

PURPOSE PROGRAM SERVICE

The St. Joseph Worker Program is 
full-time service year focusing on 
the values of Spirituality, Justice, 
Community with Simplicity and 
Leadership. Young women who have 
a heart for justice, an open mind, a 
flexible spirit and an eagerness for a 
year of growth with all its rewards are 
invited to apply!

Explore justice issues through 
monthly interactive program 
days delving into anti-racism and 
privilege, conflict transformation, 
poverty and community injustices. 
Experience personal and profession-
al growth through leadership devel-
opment, weekly spiritual reflection 
and community building.

Serve people and the community 
through education, healthcare, 
housing and homelessness, food 
justice, immigrant and refugee 
services, domestic violence 
advocacy, youth outreach and 
ministry, social justice programming 
and social services, in the tradition 
of the Sisters of Saint Joseph.

Leadership

Spirituality

Justice

Community with
Simplicity

Sister Suzanne says, “The alum 
program is very strong. We have 
many women who have gone 
through the SJW program and 
continue to meet with one of our 
staff once a month, they social-
ize, and they attend each other’s 
weddings. Participants remain 
connected to the sisters and the 
SJW program forever.”
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Retirement is not for Sister 
Rose Christine Wagner SSJ. 
At the age of 86, Sister Rose, 
who entered the Sisters of 
Saint Joseph in 1950, has lived 
and worked the SSJ mission 
for 65 years. Fifty-two years 
were in education: 32 years 
as a teacher in Philadelphia 
and Warminster, Pennsylvania; 
Bayonne and South Orange, 
New Jersey; and in Western-
port, Maryland and 20 years 
in Philadelphia, working in 
administration at Father Judge 
High School, West Philadel-
phia Catholic High School and 
Archbishop Wood High School. 
For the last 13 years, Sister 
Rose has served as a volunteer 
at Nazareth Hospital, Father 
Judge High School, Ramp 
Playground in Philadelphia and 
Saint Joseph Villa in Flourtown, 
Pennsylvania. 

Of her 65 years of ministry, Sis-
ter Rose says, “It seems that 
when one door closes another 
door opens. Behind each door, 
Christ waits for me with a new 
opportunity. Some ministries I 
searched for and others just 
kind of fell into my lap.” 
She credits being “bless-
ed with good health and 
energy” as reasons for 
her success. 

Meeting Christ Behind Every Door
Sister Rose Christine Wagner SSJ

In 2012, a twice-fractured ankle 
slowed her down briefly, caus-
ing her to leave her work as 
Eucharistic Minister at Naza-
reth Hospital in Philadelphia 
where she worked since 2002. 
“There was a lot of walking at 
the hospital and it was difficult 
to do with my ankle. Bringing 
Communion to the sick was a 
beautiful experience. I miss it.” 
While working at the hospital, 
Sister Rose learned of the Edu-
cation Tutoring Program across 
the street at Ramp Playground. 
She began volunteering there 
and immediately felt “at home.”  
A young girl asked me a ques-
tion, about who or whom and 
I said, ‘This is how it works.’ 
I went to the blackboard and 
picked up a piece of chalk. At 
that moment, I thought, ‘This is 
who I am. I am this person—a 
teacher.’ Tutoring was teaching 
again, and a lovely door had 
opened for me.” Now in her 

10th year at Ramp Playground, 
Sister Rose helps students 
pre-K through eighth grade 
with homework Tuesdays and 
Thursdays between 3:15 and 
5 PM. Sister Rose also volun-
teers at the Saint Joseph Villa 
Gift Shop each Friday. One day 
each month, she creates new 
bulletin boards at Father Judge 
High School. 

“I have been blessed with such 
a wonderful, beautiful life,” 
said Sister Rose. “I love to sit 
and work with those children.” 
Someday, years from now, I 
hope they remember that they 
knew a sister and her name 
was Sister Rose, and she read 
them stories and helped them 
with their homework and loved 
them. That is reward enough.”

Rose Christine 
Wagner SSJ 
tutors students at 
Ramp Playground 
after-school 
program. 

Photo by 
Carole Pollock SSJ

by Cecilia W. Rupell and Carole Pollock SSJ

Serve people and the community 
through education, healthcare, 
housing and homelessness, food 
justice, immigrant and refugee 
services, domestic violence 
advocacy, youth outreach and 
ministry, social justice programming 
and social services, in the tradition 
of the Sisters of Saint Joseph.
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 Saint Joseph

Villa
Renewal and  
Revitalization 
Project

Update
The journey of transformation continues at Saint Joseph Villa through the Renewal and 
Revitalization Project. The Culture Change movement in retirement and nursing home living 
reduces the institutional look and feel of a facility, places focus on the residents’ needs and 
preferences and creates the look and feel of home.

Progress continues at Saint Joseph Villa as 
the rooms in Phase Two of construction have 
been remodeled. Sisters on D-wing, floors 
four through seven of this phase, returned to 
their newly-renovated rooms December 12, 
2015. Like the long distance runner, it is criti-
cal to keep your eye on the goal —on the finish 
line and to celebrate all the milestones along 
the way. Thus, we celebrated being one-fourth 
of the way there with the bedrooms!

We have now begun the first side of C Wing, 
which is expected to be finished in March. We 
are also working on the southwest corner of 
the core on each floor. This will be a section 
of the common rooms for the Community of 
B and C wings (e.g., the living room area / 
community room area). This, too, should be 
finished in late March.
 
The Physical Rehabilitation facility has tempo-
rarily moved from the lower level into the audi-
torium so that the new facility can be built.
 
Visitors to Saint Joseph Villa may now see 
the new Gift Shop take shape. These pictures 
show the temporary wall around what will be 
the new shop. The renovated space, which will 
feature a glass window, will make the shop 
more visible, accessible and inviting.
 
Hopefully, the Physical Rehabilitation facility 
and Gift Shop will be finished in March.

Pictured right: Photos of new Gift Shop area.

Photos by Carole Pollock SSJ

by Dorothy Apprich SSJ
Executive Director, Saint Joseph Villa
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For more information call:

1-800-482-6510 or 

development@ssjphila.org

R e t u r n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t o  p u r c h a s e  y o u r  t i c k e t

Please send me # __________ Ireland Chance(s) at $100 each. My total enclosed is $ ___________

Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
Phone:
Email:
Please make checks payable to: 
Sisters of Saint Joseph

Credit Card Payment

          Visa   Mastercard
          American Express Discover

Card#:

CV Code:         Exp. Date:

Signature:

Drawing May 2, 2016 

a Trip for Two to Ireland
Celtic Golf Raffle • 2016Win

Ballybunion Golf Club, 
Tralee Golf Club, 
Waterville Golf Links 
and Dooks Golf Club

Full Irish breakfast 
daily

Valid May 2016 
through May 2017

Travel 
Dates

Get your ticket — 
complete the form 
below.

Proceeds benefit the 
Sisters of Saint Joseph
Chestnut Hill • Philadelphia

All Hotel Taxes and Service Charges 
included — No monies will be re-
funded for any unused portion of the 
tour. The law requires that a raffle 
prize be taxable to the winner in the 
year that the prize is made available.

Important
Information

Ticket 
$100 

Only 300 
to be sold

www.celticgolf.com

Distinctive Travel Experiences

Roundtrip Coach Class 
Aer Lingus flights from 
JFK to Shannon 

Five nights in the 5 Star 
Killarney Park Hotel, 
Killarney Co. Kerry 
(Double or Twin 
Occupancy)

Self-drive Hertz car 
rental with automatic 
transmission 

at Saint Joseph Villa, Flourtown, PA

Proceeds Benefit the Sisters of Saint Joseph • Chestnut Hill • Philadelphia
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a Trip for Two to Ireland
Celtic Golf Raffle • 2016

Proceeds Benefit the Sisters of Saint Joseph • Chestnut Hill • Philadelphia

Celtic Golf Raffle 2015 Winners 
Chris and Anita Burgher
“Divine Intervention” was at work when Chris and Anita 
Burgher’s Celtic Golf raffle ticket was selected as the winner 
on May 4, 2015.

When Anita Burgher asked her husband Chris where he 
would like to travel, “Ireland” was his answer. That was in 
2013. In August 2014, the Burghers were devastated when 
Chris was diagnosed with Stage Four Pancreatic Cancer. 

“After much thought and prayer, Chris decided to request 
Short Term Disability leave from his job,” said Anita. “Al-
though his doctors were encouraged by his response to 
treatment, we knew that this was likely his retirement. 
During a walk, I suggested we have a retirement party or a 
retirement trip. He liked the idea of a trip better.” Chris was 
just ending the phone call to his Human Resources Depart-
ment when the Sisters of Saint Joseph called the Burghers 
to inform them that they were the lucky winners of the Celtic 
Golf Raffle.

They quickly scheduled the trip to Ireland for the first week 
of June 2015. In a letter, dated June 13, 2015, Chris and 
Anita shared the details of their trip, stating, “We thoroughly 
enjoyed our ‘Celtic Golf’ vacation.” While there, the couple 
explored Killarney, attended the Celtic Steps performance 
at the Killarney Racetrack Theater, played the back nine at 
Tralee Golf Course, toured both the Dingle Peninsula and 
Muckross Castle and gardens, attended Mass at the Fran-
ciscan Friary, and visited with Anita’s former Irish colleague. 
The trip coincided with their wedding anniversary; Chris and 
Anita quietly celebrated 32 years of marriage with dinner at 
the hotel.

After a quick decline, Chris passed away August 15, 2015. 
“Divine Intervention” was most definitely at work when the 
Burgher’s ticket was drawn. 

Photos courtesy of Chris and Anita Burgher

 Chris and Anita Burgher
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Do you know someone who would like to receive One With? 
Send the name and mailing address to us at the address above, or email cpollock@ssjphila.org or phone 215.248.7269

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

www.SSJphila.org

www. http://ssjphila.blogspot.com
www.facebook.com/ssjphiladelphia

http://twitter.com/ssjphila
https://www.youtube.com/user/ssjphila/videos

EVENTS
Celtic Golf Raffle
May 2, 2016 Drawing
Tickets on Sale
January 1 - May 1, 2016
Only 300 tickets to be sold — $100 
each. Southwest Ireland Deluxe 
Golf Program for Two—Prize includes 
golf (4 rounds), airfare, hotel, 
transportation, daily breakfast. 
See page 17 for details.

Women’s Wellness Weekend
June 3-5 or September 9-11, 2016
Saint Mary by-the-Sea Retreat House
Cape May, New Jersey
Early Bird price of $375 must be paid in 
full by May 12th for the June weekend 
and June 30th for the September weekend. 
After that date the price will increase to 
$395. A non-refundable deposit of $75 
reserves your spot. 

Styling with the Sisters 
Fashion Show
April 17, 2016 • 1 PM 
Hershey, Pennsylvania
The fashion show will be held at the 
Antique Automobile Club of America 
Museum. Tom Russell of CBS21 will emcee.  
For information see below or call 
717-497-2976.

Please contact the Sisters of Saint Joseph Office of Development for more information: 

www.ssjphila.org  • 1-800-482-6510 • development@ssjphila.org

South Jersey 
Golf Tournament 

12th Annual

Mays Landing Country Club

Women’s Wellness Weekend2016

Women’s Wellness Weekend

a Trip for Two to Ireland
Win

Celtic Golf Raffle

Only 
300 Tickets
to be sold

Proceeds Benefit the Sisters of Saint Joseph

South Jersey Golf Tournament 
May 9, 2016 • 8:30 AM Tee Off
Mays Landing, New Jersey
The 12th Annual South Jersey Golf 
Tournament will take place at the  
Mays Landing Golf and Country Club. 
Sponsorship opportunities are available 
starting at $200 Hole Sponsor. Price per 
golfer is $125 or $500 per foursome. 

Styling
Fashion 

Show

04 • 17 • 16

with the Sisters


