
 

 

The theme for the Season of Creation 2026 is Living Water 

Taken from the Biblical text of Ezekial 47: 1-12 this theme speaks to 
the life-giving water flowing from God’s temple.  In this scripture 
passage the water from God’s temple flows forth into the surrounding 
lands becoming a river which grows deeper along its route bringing to 
life lands that were parched, replenishing rivers and enabling all forms 
of living things to thrive and prosper.   

This scripture passage also calls us to care for all creation so that all  
God has lovingly created on this planet may flourish as one. 
 
Please click on the link below to learn more about the Season of Creation 2026 and to find available 
resources you can use to celebrate with your parish or local community. 

Season of Creation Resources 

 
 

 
Action: Lead Free Water in Pennsylvania Schools-PA Senate Bill 759 

Clean Water Action 

Action: Protect Our Environmental Safeguards 

Environmental Safeguard Action 

 
 
 
“As you walk upon the sacred earth, treat each step as a prayer.”  These words of Servant of God, 
Nicholas Black Elk of the Oglala Lakota people, speak to a consciousness that is often lacking in our  

Season of Creation 2026                                                September 1- October 4   

 

Immersion in Living Waters 
Ezekial 47: 9-12 

 
 

ADVOCACY AND ACTION 

Indigenous Peoples, Sacred Lands and Oil Drilling                                        

 

https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/resources/season-of-creation-2026/
https://act.cleanwater.org/page/173578/action/1?ea.tracking.id=website
https://act.cleanwater.org/page/165919/action/1?ea.tracking.id=website


 

present society. Yet for many Indigenous peoples this is not the case, their spirituality is rooted in the 
land. Land is the touchstone that unites tribal members to their ancestors as well as connecting 
them to their tribal culture and identity. The sacredness of the land is rooted in the history, spirituality, 
and culture of the Indigenous peoples.   

Currently, the federal government is moving forward to 
withdraw protections from Native American sacred sites 
to allow for mining and mineral leasing. Mineral 
development as well as oil drilling will put these lands at 
risk for future generations.  

One example of the federal government’s efforts to 
withdraw protections for a Native American sacred site is 
that of Chaco Canyon in New Mexico. A sacred site to 
many Indigenous peoples in New Mexico and Arizona, it        
is now at risked of losing this protection. 

 

This sacred site not only shares a history with the Indigenous people, but it is an important part of 
the history of the United States. It is a significant remembrance that long before   
European communities arrived on our shores a rich and flourishing culture was present in the US 
Southwest. 

To learn more about Chaco Canyon and the effort to preserve its protection from mineral 
development please click on the links below: 

Chaco Canyon Drilling Update 

Chaco Canyon Protections 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ol8-AiG6lxg 

 

 

As the November election approaches, NETWORK has launched a nonpartisan get-out-the-vote 
campaign for 2026. Rooted in the Catholic Social Justice tradition, the campaign provides tools to 
help voters stay informed and engaged. 

 NETWORK encourages voters to be guided by the common good as they take part in the electoral 
process. The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops addressed an aspect of the church’s 
teaching on the common good in the following statement, "Because humans are social beings, they 
can find their fulfillment and pursue their individual good when they "come together in stable groups 
with the purpose of attaining a common good." 5 In light of the human person's unique dignity and 
pre-eminent place within creation, "the relationship of man with the world is a constitutive part of his  

 

 

Chaco Canyon, New Mexico 

NETWORK      See. Love. Vote Campaign for 2026                                        

 

https://nativenewsonline.net/environment/tribes-object-as-trump-administration-moves-to-reopen-chaco-canyon-to-drilling/
https://www.npca.org/articles/11465-trump-administration-moves-closer-to-revoking-chaco-canyon-protections
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ol8-AiG6lxg


 

identity. 6 As the US Catholic bishops point out in their statement, Renewing the Earth, as stewards, 
"we seek to explore the links between concern for the person and for the earth, between natural 
ecology and social ecology. The web of life is one."  (USCCB, Why does the Church Care About 
Global Climate Change? 2014)  

If you would like more information about this election campaign initiative and how you can 
participate, please click on the links below. These links provide information about the campaign as 
well as offer a variety of resources to help engage in this important get-out the-vote initiative. 

 

Advocacy and Action 

NETWORK Advocates Postcards 

 
 

Each year on the last Sunday of September the Church prays for those who are displaced from their 
homelands due to conflict, persecution and the effects of climate change. 

This year’s theme chosen by Pope Leo is “Even just one of these children”. The theme is a 
reference to Matthew 18:5: “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me." Pope 
Leo chose this theme to specifically focus on the need for pastoral care for minors on the move.  

At the end of 2025 the United Nations estimated that 1 in 6 children were living in or fleeing active 
conflict zones.  An estimated 60% of migrants and internally displaced live in countries that are 
suffering the most effects from climate change. Between 37 and 42 million children are also migrants 
as the United Nations points to the world becoming more mobile and interconnected. (UNICEF USA 
- Child Refugees and Migrants) 

All children deserve support for their physical, spiritual, and emotional needs so they can live and 
thrive, even when their lives are up rooted. The theme Pope Leo has chosen calls us as Catholics to 
recognize the presence of Christ in our migrant and refugee brothers and sisters even the smallest of 
them.  

To learn about the World Day of Migrant and Refugees as well as the challenges children face living 
in these extreme circumstances please click on the links below. 

 

 

World Day of Migrants and Refugees 

Pope Leo XIV: 'The cry of displaced children rises to God' - Vatican News 

 

 

ADVOCACY AND ACTION 

World Day of Migrants and Refugees    September 27, 2026                                        

 

VATICAN NEWS 

 

https://www.networkadvocates.org/vote
https://www.networkadvocates.org/vote/postcards/
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2026-04/world-day-migrants-refugees-title-children-2026-pope-leo-message.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2026-08/pope-leo-xiv-message-for-112th-world-day-of-migrants-refugees.html


 

 

Hello! My name is Jackson Savokinas (he/him), and I am a senior at 
Chestnut Hill College studying English Writing and Environmental 
Studies. I began getting interested and involved in justice movements 
after getting my associate’s degree in environmental studies, and 
when I came to CHC to further my education I was met with the 
perfect opportunity to continue this passion through faith. I am truly 
looking forward to working and learning with the SSJ Center for JPIC 
team and putting my gifts and passions to work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JPIC Highlight: Introducing Student Intern Jason Sovokinas 


