NETWORK LOBBY UPDATES: NOVEMBER MIDTERM ELECTIONS

The November 2026 midterm elections will be an important opportunity for voters to choose
representatives who will shape federal policy for the next two years. Every seat in the U.S. House of
Representatives and approximately one-third of the U.S. Senate will be on the ballot, along with
many state and local offices.

These elections are also an opportunity to consider how our democracy functions—not only who is
elected, but whether every eligible voter can participate, whether votes are accurately counted, and
whether communities are fairly represented. Election administration is primarily handled by states
and localities, while Congress has significant responsibilities involving voting rights, campaign
finance, election administration, election security, and redistricting.

For this reason, issues such as voter registration and access, protections against discrimination, fair
redistricting, campaign finance, and election security are directly relevant to the 2026 elections.
These policies help establish the rules and conditions under which Americans participate in our
democracy. Understanding them can help voters and advocates engage thoughtfully in the election
and in the policy decisions that follow.
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The following priorities reflect NETWORK’s advocacy for federal policies that strengthen voting
access: protect voting rights, promote fair representation, increase the voice of individual voters, and
support secure and trustworthy elections. The resources below provide additional information about
NETWORK's positions, current advocacy, and other opportunities for civic engagement and
reflection.

NETWORK Voting and Democracy Resources



https://networklobby.org/issues/votinganddemocracy

NETWORK Advocates: See. Love. Vote.

Ignatian Examen for Civic Life — Ignatian Solidarity Network

Become a Poll Chaplain

HEALTH CARE INSURANCE COVERAGE LOSSES 2026

In 1993 when the Catholic bishops addressed the need for
health care reform in "A Framework for Comprehensive Health
Reform," they insisted that "every person has a right to
adequate health care." (Source - CHA)

Over the past decades the ability of individuals and families to
receive health insurance coverage for themselves and for their
families has become more difficult due to employers cutting
back on health insurance benefits or providing no health
insurance coverage at all. As a result, more Americans must buy health insurance on their own. To
afford the cost of health insurance coverage, many people depend on premium tax credits provided
by the Affordable Care Act.

But for the people who buy health insurance on their own, 2026 brought a difficult combination:
insurers raised the underlying price of coverage, while the temporary enhanced Affordable Care Act
premium tax credits expired at the end of 2025.

Pennie, Pennsylvania’s state marketplace, offers an example of how state marketplaces across the
country have seen a decrease in the number of people renewing their insurance coverage. Pennie
reported that people renewing their same insurance plan faced an average 102% increase in what
they paid after tax credits. About 85,000 people dropped coverage during the 2026 open-enrollment
period, nearly one in five enrollees, while enroliment shifted toward lower-premium bronze plans that
can carry substantially higher out-of-pocket costs.

Nationally, every state with the exemption of New Mexico saw a decrease in the number of people
enrolled in their Affordable Care Act Marketplaces.

In January of 2026 legislation passed the House of Representatives in a bipartisan vote allowing the
federal government to extend the tax credits for another three years, unfortunately, the legislation met
resistance in the Senate and was never advanced for a vote. Hopefully, the legislation the House of
Representative’s passed this past January may be reintroduced in January of 2027.

Sources:

https://pennie.com/affordability/

https://www.kff.org/topic/state-health-policy-data/



https://www.networkadvocates.org/vote/
https://ignatiansolidarity.net/ignatian-examen-for-civic-life/
https://www.turnoutsunday.com/poll-chaplain
https://www.chausa.org/news-and-publications/publications/health-progress/archives/march-april-2010/ethics---catholics-understand-health-care-as-a-right
https://pennie.com/affordability/
https://www.kff.org/topic/state-health-policy-data/

Al AND DATA CENTERS IMPACT ON CARE OF CREATION

Artificial intelligence (Al) is rapidly changing the
way we work, communicate, learn, and access
information. Behind the digital world of Al, however,
is a very physical infrastructure: large data centers
filled with powerful computers that require
significant amounts of electricity, water, land, and

DATA c NTERS cooling.

This issue is becoming increasingly relevant in the
Philadelphia region. According to the Delaware
Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC),
as of March 2026 there were 20 existing and seven
proposed data centers across the Greater
Philadelphia region. Data centers are increasingly
being considered as a new type of land use, with
implications for electricity, water, transportation, land use, and local infrastructure.

Data centers are expanding across the Greater Philadelphia region as demand for Al and cloud
computing grows. In Falls Township, Bucks County, Amazon is developing a 250-acre campus as
part of its planned $20 billion Pennsylvania investment in Al and cloud infrastructure. Projects are
also proposed in Montgomery and Chester Counties, raising questions about energy and water use,
air quality, land use, and the infrastructure needed to support our increasingly digital world.

From a Care for Creation and environmental justice perspective, the growth of Al and data centers
invites us to consider the resources required to sustain our digital lives—and to address the question:
What are the environmental and human costs, and who experiences them? Pennsylvania's 2026
Responsible Infrastructure Development (GRID) Standards address energy affordability, community
engagement, workforce development, environmental protection, and greater transparency around
electricity and water use.

These developments offer an opportunity to view technology through the lens of integral ecology,
recognizing that care for the Earth and care for people are deeply connected. As Al continues to
develop, we are invited to consider how technology is powered, where facilities are located, how
resources are used, and how communities participate in decisions. For the Sisters of Saint Joseph
and all committed to Care for Creation, this is an opportunity to reflect on how our digital lives are
connected to the Earth and how innovation can honor our responsibility to protect both people and
our common home.

RESOURCES

Pennsylvania Department of Community & Economic Development: Data Center Planning Toolkit

Pennsylvania’s GRID (Governor’s Responsible Infrastructure Development) Standards

U.S. Department of Energy: Data Centers and Electricity Demand



https://dced.pa.gov/business-assistance/data-center-resources/planning-toolkit/
https://www.pa.gov/governor/newsroom/2026-press-releases/gov-shapiro-releases-full-grid-standards-to-protect-pennsylvania
https://www.energy.gov/articles/doe-releases-new-report-evaluating-increase-electricity-demand-data-centers
https://www.energy.gov/articles/doe-releases-new-report-evaluating-increase-electricity-demand-data-centers

HISTORY OF THE SSJ CORPORATE STAND AGAINST THE DEATH PENALTY

On December 10™, 1998, the Sisters of Saint Joseph in Chestnut Hill declared opposition to the death
penalty. This stance was taken to join alongside those around the world who had denounced the use
of the death penalty as a violation of human rights. It is important to remember how the death penalty
disproportionately penalizes low-income minorities, risks permanent error and wrongful sentencing,
and provides little deterrence value as observed over time. As we enter Respect Life Month this
October, we acknowledge the sanctity and dignity of all life as we continue to work to honor this
stance and do what we can to end the use of the death penalty locally and nationally.

In Pennsylvania, House Bills 99 and 888 have been introduced to repeal the death penalty as a
sentencing option for a conviction on a state level. These bills are co-sponsored by Representatives
Chris Rabb (D) and Russ Diamond (R) and have been cleared and positioned for a full House floor
vote. This movement happened on April 27, 2026, and the bills still await consideration by the full
state House of Representatives in October 2026. Leaders anticipate needing bipartisan support
before scheduling a final floor vote, and this has left everything at a standstill since April.

To advocate for those whose lives are at risk, it is encouraged that you reach out to your PA House
Representative. Let them know who you are, why you encourage them to stand against the death
penalty, and ask them to push this bill forward. It is also encouraged that you familiarize yourself with
those who are facing the death penalty, research those at risk and advocate for them individually.

By: Jackson Savokinas, Chestnut Hill College student and SSJ Center for JPIC Intern

RESOURCES

Pennsylvanians Against the Death Penalty

Catholic Mobilizing Network



https://padp.org/
https://catholicsmobilizing.org/

